Family: Laridae

o055 0513LA

Order: Charadriiformes
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Larus armenicus gyl o 101

Armenian Gull
0925 50 Semlo 10605 (S el S

Morphological characteristics: 60-64 cm length and 125-140 cm wing-
span. Alarge gull, greatly similar to Caspian Gull L. cachinnans, but slightly smaller
in size. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Breeding adult distinguished
by grey upperparts, white head, rump, tail, and underparts, and yellow legs.
Upperwing grey with more extensive black patch to tips than in Caspian Gull,
Unlike latter, has dark eyes; bill yellowwith a red patch near tip oflower mandible,
but has a partial or full black ring on bill-tip. Non-breeding adult shows some
pale brown streaks on head. Juvenile distinguished by streaked head, neat dark
brown band at tail-tip, black bill, brown upperparts mottled with plenty of light
and dark spots, and pale pink legs.

Biological characteristics: Prefers lakes, rivers, and wetlands. Breeds
in small colonies, and also outside breeding season often seen in groups, or
feeding solitarily in territories. To feed, takes fish prey from surface, but also
feeds by scavenging or food-piracy. Breeding starts mid-April to late August.
Colonies generally established on cliffs or islets in inland lakes. Monogamous.
Nest a shallow cup-like structure of dried plant material on ground, sometimes
lined with grass and wool, often built in open areas or among plants, rocks, or
bushes. Usual clutch 2-3, and rarely 4 eggs, short oval to elongated in shape, grey
or olive green in colour, spotted brown, grey or purple, 69 x 48 mm in size. Eggs
hatch after 28-30 days. Chicks semi-precocial and nidicolous. Fledging period
40 days.

Distribution and abundance: Breeds in considerable numbers on islands
in Lake Urumiyeh in Azarbaijan and fewer on wetlands and dams in west of
country. Most pairs remain in Urumiyeh basin in autumn, a few also remaining
throughout winter. A small number also winter in Fars and Khuzestan.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Larus cachinnans 6,3 & C4CY
Caspian Gull
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Morphological characteristics: 59-67 cm length and 140-158 cm
wing-span. A large gull with long legs, long and narrow wings, and yellow eyes
with red eye rim. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Breeding adult
distinguished by dark grey upperparts, white head, neck, and underparts, grey
upperwing with white tips to most primaries and outermost with black sub-
terminal band, yellow bill with a red patch near tip of lower mandible, and
yellow legs. Non-breeding adult with some fine dark streaks at eye and on
nape and pinkish legs. Juvenile distinguished by whitish head, light brown
upperparts finely patterned with dark and light spots, black bill, and white
rump and tail with a neat sub-terminal tail band.

Biological characteristics: Prefers rocky coasts, brackish wetlands, salt
lakes, large slow-flowing rivers, and lakes. Outside breeding seasons, often
seen along sea-coasts, harbours, rubbish dumps, coastal farmlands, estuaries,
and bays. Flight slow. Catches fish either from water surface or by diving,
Highly territorial, some pairs maintaining territory all year round. Aggressive
toward other gulls, defends territory by semi-open wings and stretched neck.
Predator, scavenger, and food-pirate, taking almost anything available of
suitable size.

Distribution and abundance: A common winter visitor to the south
Caspian region and southern Iran from Khuzestan to Hormozgan. Also, small
numbers winter in wetlands of Fars and Sistan basin.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Laridae

o055 0513LA

Order: Charadriiformes
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Larus fuscus
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Lesser Black-backed Gull
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Morphological characteristics: 52-67 cm length and 135-155 cm
wing-span. A medium-sized gull greatly similar to Great Black-backed Gull
L. marinus but distinguished by smaller body; restricted amount of white on
wing-tip and on trailing edge of wing, and yellow legs. Sexes similar with little
seasonal variation. Breeding adult with sooty black upperparts and wholly
white head, neck, and underparts. Also with black wing tips, white tail and
rump, yellow bill with red patch near tip of lower mandible, and yellow eyes

with red eye-ring. Non-breeding adult shows brown streaks on head and nape.
Juvenile with rather plain dark brown upperparts and upper wing-coverts,
appearing scaled due to buff fringes to feather-tips. Also with dark streaks on
head, black bill, brown marks on underparts and a dark band on end of tail.

Biological characteristics: Prefers coastal waters, water bodies and
estuaries, and sea coasts; also seen feeding on coastal fields during winter.
Flight strong, buoyant, and direct with powerful deep wing-beats. Swims well.
Omnivorous, feeds mainly on vertebrates and invertebrates of suitable size,
plant material, and garbage. Often feeds in large flocks on rubbish dumps or

over shoals of fish at sea.

Distribution and abundance: A rather scarce passage migrant and winter
visitor in Persian Gulf; also recorded a few times in the south Caspian region,
probably only a vagrant here.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Heuglin's Gull (Siberian Guill)
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Morphological characteristics: 53-70 cm length and 138-158 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized to large gull greatly similar to Lesser Black-backed Gull
L. fuscus graellsii/intermedius, but distinguished by larger body, smaller head
and bill, longer legs, and paler upperparts. Sexes similar with little seasonal
variation. Breeding adult distinguished by dark slate-grey upperparts, white
head, neck, rump, tail, and underparts. In flight, longest primaries look black
with white tip. Also with red eye-ring, yellow eyes, yellow bill with red patch
near tip of lower mandible, and yellow legs. Non-breeding adult with dark
streaks on nape and hindneck. Juvenile with whitish head apart from some
brown streaking at eye; upperparts grey-brown, appearing scaly due to buff
feather-fringes, dark band on tail tip broad, underparts light brown with sparse
brown spots and patches on breast and belly; bill black.

Biological characteristics: Prefers harbours, coasts, bays, estuaries, lakes,
rivers, rubbish dumps, wetlands, and coastal farmlands. Feeds mainly on
mollusks, worms, and crustaceans. No more data available about this species.
Distribution and abundance: A common winter visitor to south coast
of Iran, from Bushehr to eastern areas. Scarce in winter in the south Caspian
region, but more common there during migration.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Laridae

o055 a5lg3A

Order: Charadriiformes
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Larus ichthyaetus S ,3 66

Pallas’s Gull (Great Black-headed Gull)
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Morphological characteristics: 57-61 cm length and 149-170 cm wing-
span. A large gull with long wings, large head, stout bill, and rather long legs.
Sexes similar with some seasonal variation. Breeding adult distinguished by light
grey upperparts, black head, and white crescent above and below eye. Also, has
white neck, rump, tail, and underparts, white primary tips with black dot sub-
terminally, orange bill with red mid-part and black bar near tip, and yellow legs.
Non-breeding adult without black head, only showing a dark patch round eyes.
Juvenile with light brown upperpartslooking scaly due to dark spots and patches,
white crescent above and below eye, black patch round eye, dark semi-collar on
lower nape, whitish buffunderparts with dark patches on throat, flank, and neck,
and white tail with rather broad black terminal band. Bill pinkish yellow with a
black bar near its pale tip.

Biological characteristics: Prefers sea coasts, harbours, river deltas, and large
lakes. Often seen singly and sometimes in small flocks following fishing boats.
Flight graceful with bowed wings, alternating soaring with deep wing-beats.
Omnivorous, feeds mainly on animals such as fishes, small mammals, insects,
and to lesser extent on birds, bird eggs, reptiles, crustaceans, and sometimes
seeds; often steals food from other birds and commonly scavenges in harbours.
Distribution and abundance: A common winter visitor to the south
Caspian region and the south coast from Khuzestan to the Pakistan border, also
occurring in small numbers in wetlands of central Fars, western Azarbaijan, and
Sistan basin. Also, a fairly common passage migrant in some inland wetlands.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Brown-headed Gull
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Morphological characteristics: 41-43 cm length and 105-115 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized gull greatly similar to Black-headed Gull L. ridibundus,
but slightly larger, with relatively larger head, broader wing, and thicker bill.
Sexes similar with some seasonal variation. Breeding adult with brown head,
grey upperparts, and wholly white underpants. Largest primaries black with
white patches on base, easily noticeable in flight. Also has red-brown legs and
bill, yellowish white eyes, and white eye-ring. In non-breeding adult, black
colour of head excessively reduced, only a dark patch remaining over eyes, legs
light red, and bill also light red with black tip. Juvenile brown above, densely
spotted, and with dark stripe on rear margins of wings and dark terminal band
on tail.

Biological characteristics: Prefers wide inland lakes, shallow coastal
waters, and creeks; also seen in harbours scavenging or feeding on garbage.
Highly gregarious; behavior similar to Black-headed Gull. Often follows
ships and fishing boats, performs soarings and circular movements around.
Sometimes swoops down to feed on waste material on water surface. Also
feeds on fish and sometimes insects, larvae, snails, and earthworms on inland
meadows, marshes, and lakes.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant in eastern Baluchestan and
Sistan basin.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Laridae

o055 0513LA

Order: Charadriiformes
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Larus ridibundus

Black-headed Gull
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Morphological characteristics: 34-37 cm length and 100-110 cm wing-
span. Asmall gull with slender body and rather small head. Sexes similar with some
seasonal variation. Breeding adult with chocolate-brown head, narrow broken
white eye-ring, black eyes, and pale grey upperparts. Neck, breast, tail, rump, and
underparts wholly white. In flight, wing-pattern highly characteristic, upperwing
grey with white wedge on leading edge of hand-part of wing, black rear edge on
primaries and white rear edge on secondaries. Bill and legs red-brown. In winter,
head white without black hood and dark colour restricted to black bar before and
over eye; bill and legs brighter red, bill with dark tip. Juvenile with buft-brown
head, nape, and upperparts, with upper tail-coverts looking scaly due to buff-white
tips, bill flesh-yellow with black tip, and legs dull yellow; also shows black bar on
rear margin of wing and narrow tail-band.

Biological characteristics: Prefers low vegetation along lakes and ponds in
wetlands; found near any type of fresh, brackish, or saline shallow water, on ponds
in parks, along lakes, reservoirs, slow-flowing rivers, lagoons, deltas, estuaries,
sewage farms, canals, or floodplains. Feeds outside breeding season on or near
water but also in meadows, behind plough in arable fields, and on tidal flats and
rubbish dumps. Highly gregarious. Generally rests at night on water of sheltered
lakes, reached after long flights at end of day and sometimes well into dark. Flight
agile and gait fast. Hovers when preying on flying insects and moves headway
into storms with fast wing-beats. Feeds mainly on animals such as insects and
earthworms, also on plant material and urban or industrial waste. Sometimes
obtains food by scavenging and food-piracy. Breeding starts mid-April to early
May; usually colonially in short vegetation near or just above shallow water.
Monogamous. Nest a pile of grass and weeds with shallow depression on top,
lined with fine plant material. Usual clutch 3, sometimes 2-6, semi-oval eggs,
dull green to grey and sometimes yellow-buff to cinnamon brown, spotted with
brown to olive, 52 x 37 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 21-27 days. Chicks precocial
and nidicolous. Fledging period 35 days.

Distribution and abundance: A rather scarce and local breeding bird of
wetlands in Urumiyeh basin in Azarbaijan. An abundant winter visitor to the
south Caspian region, the southern coasts, Sistan basin, and wetlands in Fars. Also
recorded in small numbers at many other inland wetlands.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Slender-billed Gull
Sl Sa93 (g0,Knlo 163,5 ¢5:sS 511 S 5

Morphological characteristics: 42-44 cm length and 100-110 cm wing-
span. A small gull, rather similar to Black-headed Gull L. ridibundus in winter
plumage but distinguished by long sloping forehead, long neck, and markedly
long and slender bill. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Breeding adult
has fully white head, neck, and underparts with pink flush; upperparts light grey:
First primaries white with black tips, conspicuous in flight. Eyes light, eye-ringand
legs dark red, bill coral-red to reddish black. Non-breeding adult has lighter red
legs and bill. Juvenile resembles pale Black-headed Gull of same age, but black on
head restricted to small spot on ear; upperparts sandy brown, and bill and legs
pale orange-pink, bill with small dark tip.

Biological characteristics: Prefers sheltered low coasts, meadows, and moist
grasslands, near inlets, tidal areas, and wide brackish or freshwater lakes and deltas,
often in steppe. In winter mostly seen along shore of large lakes and sea. Flight
similar to Black-headed Gull, but slower and with more measured wing-beats.
Mainly feeds on fish and invertebrates, taken alive or by scavenging. Feeding
methods include dipping-to-surface in flight, surface-plunging, and subsurface-
seizing (up-ending). Breeding starts late April to late May: Breeding colonies
established in water bodies, temporary water of dry steppes, semi-deserts, small
coastal islands, coastal meadows, and large deltas. Monogamous. Nest a scrape
in soft clayey or sandy soil, lined with plant material, feathers, and waste; in
Khuzestan also recorded breeding in dry remnants of pelican carcasses. Usual
clutch 2-3, sometimes 1, semi-oval eggs, pale creamy, pale yellow; or buff; spotted
with black or brown, 54 x 39 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 22 days. Chicks semi-
precocial and downy.

Distribution and abundance: A very common breeding bird in Lake
Urumiyeh. Also commonly breeds in Sistan basin, lakes in central Fars,
Khuzestan, and Golestan. A fairly common winter visitor to the south Caspian
region, abundant along the entire southern coast; common in winter on wetlands
of central Fars and Sistan basin. Also recorded in small numbers on passage at
several other wetlands in western Iran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Laridae
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Larus melanocephalus ~ (glailgu o B

Mediterranean Gull
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Morphological characteristics: 36-38 cm length and 92-100 cm wing-
span. A small but bulky gull, close in size and build to Black-headed Gull L.
ridibundus, but with slightly broader wings and thicker bill. Sexes similar with
some seasonal variation. Breeding adult with black hood and markedly pale
grey upperparts. Eyes dark, with one white crescent above and one below. In
flight, primaries entirely white and almost translucent when seen from below,
very noticeable. Bill red with a sub-terminal black bar; legs also red. In non-
breeding adult, black colour of head replaced with white, except for dark patch
round eye, with white crescents still standing out. Juvenile with light brown
head and dark brown upperparts, looking scaly due to white feather margins.
Also with dark bill and legs, and rather thin black terminal band on white tail.
Biological characteristics: Prefers seashores, saline marshes, estuaries,
and harbours, avoiding arid inland areas. Mutually lives with humans.
Compared with other gulls of same size, flight not fast, wing-beats slow and
alternated by gliding and soaring, Flight on migration also slow; with shallow
wing-beats recalling those of larger gulls. Generally gregarious; often feeds
on fish and mollusks solitarily or in colonies along with Black-headed Gull.
Usually obtains food by pecking prey from water-surface while swimming or
from ground and vegetation while walking, but sometimes feeds by surface-
plunging and up-ending, Also, scavenges in harbours or follows fishing boats
for discarded fish and offal.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant in very small numbers in the
south Caspian region, and Urumiyeh basin.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Larus minutus
Little Gull
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Morphological characteristics: 25-27 cm length and 75-80 cm wing-
span. The smallest gull, resembling a tern in flight but with more rounded wing-
tip and slightly rounded tail-tip. Sexes similar with some seasonal variation.
Breeding adult with black head, light grey upperparts, and white neck, breast,
and underparts tinged with pink. Underwing black, contrasting sharply with
white band along rear and tip of wing and with pink or white underparts. Also
has black eyes and bright red legs. In non-breeding adult, black of head absent,
apart from black patch on ear-coverts and grey patch on crown; legs pink.
Juvenile has black-and-white crown and upperparts, black bill, and narrow black
terminal band on white tail.
Biological characteristics: Outside breeding seasons, prefers sandy and
muddy coasts, estuaries, and inland lakes, rivers, and marshes, both saline and
fresh. Gregarious throughout year. Occurs in small or large flocks on migration.
Flight action lighter and more buoyant than most other small gulls and similar
to terns, with fast but elegant wing-beats. Feeding action similar to Black-headed
Gull L. ridibundus, but feeds rarely by walking but mostly in flight, pecking prey
from water while hovering and wheeling low above sea or lake, or taking prey
from surface, from vegetation, or in the air while flying low above marshland.
Distribution and abundance: A fairly common winter visitor to the south
aspian region, numbers fluctuating widely from year to year depending o
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Family: Laridae

o055 0513LA

Order: Charadriiformes
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Rissa tridactyla  sbw b B

Black-legged Kittiwake
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Morphological characteristics: 38-40 cm length and 95-120 cm
wing-span. A medium-sized gull, rather like Common Gull Larus canus,
but distinguished by more compact body, shorter wings, and shorter black
legs. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Breeding adult with grey
upperparts, wholly white head, neck, breast, and underparts, and yellow bill
In flight, primaries noticeably paler than upper surface of wing, but marked
with straightly-defined black tip. Non-breeding adult with dark patch on ear
and grey nape. Juvenile boldly patterned above, with broad black bar on front
edge of wing, large white patch on wing, black patch on mantle, and black
terminal band on white tail.

Biological characteristics: A true sea-bird, seen in small numbers on
coastal bays and harbours. Avoids coasts in non-breeding season, mostly
on open sea and cliffs. Gregarious, associating in large flocks when food
abundant. Compared with other gulls, wings stiffer and less angled, moving
with fast shallow wing-beatslike Terns. Mainly feeds on fish and invertebrates;
also scavenges at fishing vessels on offal.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant in Iran, recorded along Caspian
Sea coast, Strait of Hormoz, and Makran coasts.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Gull-billed Tern
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Morphological characteristics: 35-38 cm length and 100-115 em wing-
span. A medium-sized tern greatly similar to Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis,
but distinguished by short and stout wholly black bill, shorter neck, longer black
legs, shallowly forked tail, and rather broad wings. Sexes similar with little seasonal
variation. Breeding adult has black long cap, reaching to nape, grey upperparts, and
white face, neck, and underparts. Primaries with dark tip, forming dark line at rear
ofwing in flight. Bill and legs also black. Non-breeding adult much whiter on head,
with a white patch round and behind eye, and paler upperparts. Juvenile like non-
breeding, but shows buff streaks on cap, dark feathers around eye, paler upperparts,
and dark reddish brown legs.

Biological characteristics: Prefers estuaries, sandy coasts, brackish lagoons,
rice fields, inland lakes, and deltas; avoids deep water. Usually solitary or in small
flocks. Flight slow; strong, and graceful, with measured shallow beats of long wings,
far less rapid and nervous than in other terns. Far more a land-bird than other terns,
feeding above dry arable land and fields, hawking for large insects and small reptiles,
but also commonly above shallow water, feeding on a wide range of vertebrates and
invertebrates, swooping down to catch prey from ground or water surface but rarely
plunge-diving, Breeding starts early to mid- May with breeding colonies located
near water, close to shore or on islets and banks, along or in shallow lakes, rivers,
inland marshes, sheltered sandy coasts, and estuaries. Monogamous. Nest a shallow
scrape in soft sand or soil, usually lined with grass or other vegetation. Usual clutch
3, occasionally 2-5, semi-oval eggs, yellowish buff or cream in colour, mottled with
dark brown or black, 49.3x354 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 22-23 days. Chicks
precocial and seminidifugous. Fledging period 28 days, still fed by parents for
another 60-90 days.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common breeding bird, nesting in
Urumiyeh basin (Azarbaijan), southeast Caspian region, southern Khuzestan,
Sistan basin, and along Persian Gulf coast in Helleh Delta, Bushehr Bay, and
Khouran Strait; also in small numbers in Meyghan Wetland (Markazi). A summer
visitor to suitable habitats in Azarbaijan, Sistan, and southeast Caspian Sea; a fairly
common winter visitor to Khuzestan, Persian Gulf coast, the Strait of Hormoz, and
Baluchestan coast; a few birds winter also in Gorgan Bay area in some years. A fairly
common passage migrant through the Caspian region in spring and autumn.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sternidae
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Sterna caspia 3> 24> (Ggw

Caspian Tern
054 585595 ol 3§35 ¢ B8 553 )31 S 3

——

-

Morphological characteristics: 47-54 cm length and 130-145 cm wing-
span. A large tern with big head, massive bill, and a rather shallowly forked tail.
Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Breeding adult shows large black cap,
extending well below eye; sides of head, neck, and underparts wholly white,
upperparts silvery grey. In flight, 3-4 dark primaries easily noticeable. Red
bill may show black tip; legs black. Large dark cap of breeding adult retained
in non-breeding, but grey with mottles and streaks. Juvenile resembles adult
non-breeding, but dark on head less solid and upperparts covered with varying
amount of dark brown arcs.

Biological characteristics: Prefers offshore islands, fringes of large brackish
inland lakes, estuaries, lagoons, and great rivers. Usually solitary but in small
family groups in summer and late autumn. Flight gull-like, with powerful, slow;
and deep wing-beats at high altitude. Feeds mainly on fish and occasionally
invertebrates, generally plunge-diving from greater altitudes than other terns.
Breeds singly or in small colonies. Monogamous. Nest a shallow scrape without
lining or with few grasses and leaves from immediate surroundings, built on flat
rocks or stony and sandy coasts. Usual clutch 2-3, rarely 1, semi-oval eggs, pale
cream to cream-buffin colour with black, brown, olive, and pale grey spots and
patches, 64 x 44.5 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 20-22 days. Chicks precocial and
semi-nidifugous. Fledging period 30-35 days.

Distribution and abundance: A scarce and local breeding species, found
in Urumiyeh basin (Azarbaijan), southern Khuzestan, Sistan basin, and several
islets along Persian Gulf coast. A fairly common winter visitor to wetlands
of Khuzestan, along Persian Gulf coast, Strait of Hormoz, and Baluchestan. A
very scarce passage migrant in spring, more common in autumn, in the south
Caspian region.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Sterna aurantia (g4, b 3> Ggm y
River Tern (Indian River Tern)
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Morphological characteristics: 38-46 cm length and 26-28 cm wing
length. A medium-sized tern with slender body. Sexes similar with little
seasonal variation. Breeding adult with large black forehead and cap extending
down almost below eye and backwards well to nape. Upperparts dark grey
and underparts white. Wings long and pointed, pale grey below, with dark-
tipped primaries. Bill yellow, legs short and red in colour, light grey tail deeply
forked and with white outer fringe. Outside breeding seasons, black of head
turns greyish white with black streaks and tip of bill looks dark. Juvenile like
non-breeding adult, but upperparts show buff-white feather-fringes and has
white forehead and supercilium.

Biological characteristics: Prefers wide rivers, freshwater lakes, and
reservoirs. Often solitary or in small groups, following rivers in irregular flight.
Feeds by plunge-diving for fish, crustaceans, and aquatic insects.
Distribution and abundance: A vagrant in Iran, recorded once in Eymer
ab-bandan (Golestan) on 18 January 2005.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sternidae

20 Slaglwyy : 231038

Order: Charadriiformes
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Morphological characteristics: 35-37 cm length and 92-10S cm wing-
span. A medium-sized tern, greatly similar to Sandwich Tern S. sandvicensis
and Greater Crested Tern S. bergii, but distinguished from the former by rather
shorter orange-yellow bill and from the latter by smaller body; lighter upperparts,
and more orange bill. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Breeding adult
with black forehead and cap, extending into ragged crest at nape, light grey
upperparts and rump, white underparts, and short black legs. Non-breeding
adult with white of forehead extending to forecrown and lighter upperparts and
tail. Juvenile resembles that of Sandwich Tern, but bill orange-yellow, tail greyer,
and dark marks on upperparts less deep black and reduced in extent.
Biological characteristics: A sea-bird, usually seen in offshore waters, preferring
sandy bays, river mouths, and offshore islands. Sometimes solitary, but usually in
small flocks. Flight fast and straight at altitude of several meters above water surface.
Occasionally hovers, showing lighter wing-beats than Greater Crested Tern. Feeds
onfishand crustaceans. Prey captured by plunge-diving or surface-feeding Breeding
starts early May to late June. Breeding colonies established on seashores and offshore
islands. Monogamous. Nest a shallow scrape on open flat ground, usually unlined.
Usual clutch 1, sometimes 2, semi-oval eggs, white, cream, or buff in colour, 52 x
36 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 21-30 days. Chicks precocial and semi-nidifugous.
Fledging period 32-35 days.

Distribution and abundance: Alocally common resident along the southern
coasts from Bushehr to the Pakistan border. Found breeding on Khark, Nakhilu,
and Sheedvar Islands; also probably breeds on several other offshore islands and
sandbars. Resident in small numbers in islands of south Khuzestan.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Sterna bergii SV 24> ggim
Greater Crested Tern (Swift Tern)
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Morphological characteristics: 46-49 cm length and 125-130 cm wing-
span. A large tern, larger than Lesser Crested Tern S. bengalensis but distinguished
by bulkier body; dark slate-grey upperparts, prominent white forehead, and heavy
light yellow bill. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Breeding adult with
black cap ending in shaggy crest at nape, slate-grey upperparts, white face, neck,
and underparts, black legs, and grey rump. Tail also grey, more deeply forked than
in Lesser Crested Tern. In non-breeding plumage, white of forehead extends to
middle of crown, and upperparts seem lighter in colour. Juvenile like non-breeding
adult, but cap and foreneck brownish white streaked black; nape and buff-grey
upperparts striped and spotted dark brown.

Biological characteristics: Mostly seen on coasts and seas, favouring islands,
beaches, coastal rocks, estuaries, sandy bays, deltas, and coral reefs. Flight fast and
powerful with deep and slow wing-beats. Often feeds on fish by diving from high
altitude into water. Breeding starts early June. Breeding colonies established on
offshore islands and reefs. Monogamous. Nest a shallow unlined scrape, on open
ground or surrounded by shells. Usual clutch 1, sometimes 2, semi-oval eggs,
olive-yellow to pink, buff, or cream in colour with black, brown, chestnut, and pale
grey lines and spots, 63.8 x 44.2 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 25-30 days. Chicks
precocial and semi-nidifugous. Able to fly at about 38-40 days, follow parents to
feeding sites until 47 days, and depend on parents for food for another 120 days.
Distribution and abundance: A common residentalong the southern coasts,
breeding in Nakhilu, Sheedvar, and Khark Islands; probably also on several other
offshore islands, stacks, and sandbars in the south.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sternidae

20 Slaglwyy : 251638

Order: Charadriiformes
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Sterna sandvicensis ooy 2l 4> (Ggmw

Sandwich Tern
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Morphological characteristics: 36-41 cm length and 95-105 cm wing-
span. A large Tern, greatly similar to Greater Crested Tern S. bergii and Lesser
Crested Tern S. bengalensis, differing only by black bill with small yellow tip
and shorter legs. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Breeding adult
distinguished by fully black cap and short ragged crest on nape, erected when
alarmed. Upperparts pale grey and underparts, tail, and rump white. Tips of
primaries dark, easily noticeable in flight. Non-breeding adult with white
forehead and forecrown and black streaky bar behind eye extending across
nape. Juvenile with dark cap and considerably smaller bill than adult, initially
lacking yellow tip; also, upperparts sandy buff with black-brown U-marks,
looking scaly.

Biological characteristics: A true sea-bird. Often prefers sandy or rocky
islands, sandy coasts and bays, extensive deltas,and muddy banks of creeks within
mudflats or mangrove forest. Flight not agile, with regular wing-beats, patrolling
5-10 m above water surface when fishing, rapidly swooping and plunge-diving
when prey observed. Breeding starts late April to mid-May. Breeding colonies
established on offshore islands and banks along sandy coasts. Monogamous.
Nest a shallow scrape, usually without lining, often sheltered by tufts of low
grass. Usual clutch 2, occasionally 1 and rarely 3, semi-oval eggs, creamy white to
light yellow in colour with black, dark brown, and grey lines and spots, 51.5 x 26
mm in size. Eggs hatch after 21-29 days. Chicks precocial and semi-nidifugous.
Fledging period 28-30 days, still fed by parents for another 28-32 days.
Distribution and abundance: A fairly common wintervisitor to the south
coast from Bushehr to the Pakistan border. Small numbers on non-breeders
recorded in summer at several localities along Persian Gulf islands. A very

common passage migrant in spring and autumn in the south Caspian region,
with small numbers remaining throughout winter especially at Miankaleh
Peninsula (Mazandaran).

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Sterna hirundo Jgoxo (243 (Sgw

Common Tern
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Morphological characteristics: 31-35 cm length and 77-98 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized tern with slender body and long wings. Greatly similar
to White-cheeked Tern S. repressa, but distinguished by bulkier body, lighter
upperparts, broader wings, and rather shorter bill. Sexes similar with little
seasonal variation. Breeding adult with black forehead, cap, and nape, light grey
upperparts with contrasting white rump, cheeks, and neck, and pale grey belly.
Under wing-coverts white, wing tips look dark in flight due to some dark-tipped
primaries, tail long and deeply forked, grey-white in colour; rump white. Bill
long and rather curved, red with black tip; legs light red. Non-breeding adult
with white forehead, black bill, and dark bar across lesser upper wing-coverts.
Juvenile like non-breeding, but shows gingery brown forehead and upperparts,
marked with brown patches, dark frontal margins to wings, orange-based bill,
and orange legs.

Biological characteristics: Prefers sea coasts, lakes, wetlands, slow-
flowing rivers, and estuaries. Flight powerful with irregular wing-beats. Feeds
on fish and sometimes on crustaceans. Fish caught largely by plunge-diving
from the air; often proceeded by hovering Breeding starts late May: Breeding
colonies established on rocky or sandy coasts, sandy dams, saline wetlands, and
marshlands with low vegetation. Monogamous. Nest a scrape without lining or
lined with plant material and feathers. Usual clutch 2-3, rarely 4, semi-oval eggs,
cream to buffin colour tinged with yellow; green, blue, or olive with dark brown
to black and occasionally grey lines and spots, 41.3 x 30.5 mm in size. Eggs hatch
after 20-23 days. Chicks precocial and semi-nidifugous. Fledging period about
22-28 days, still fed by parents for a longer time.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common summer visitor, breeding
at wetlands in Azarbaijan, Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari, the south Caspian region,
Khuzestan, central Fars, and Sistan-Baluchestan, possibly also on Persian Gulf
coast. Small numbers winter in southern Caspian region (especially Miankaleh
Peninsula) and Khuzestan. Occasionally recorded on passage on other inland
wetlands.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sternidae

20 Slaglwyy : 251638

Order: Charadriiformes
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Sterna albifrons

Little Tern

Morphological characteristics: 22-24 cm length and 48-S5 cm wing-
span. A small tern with long and narrow wings, closely similar to Saunders’s
Little Tern S. saundersi, but distinguished by slightly bulkier body, greyer
upperparts, and orange-yellow legs. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation.
Breeding adult easily recognized by white forehead extending in sharp point to
above eye, black eye-stripe, cap, and nape, and blue-grey upperparts. Wing tips
look dark in flight due to dark 2-3 primaries. Bill yellow; sometimes with small
black tip. Tail white and shallowly forked. Non-breeding adult as breeding, but
forehead and forecrown white, rear part grey which gradually turns black on
nape, bill black, and legs dull yellow. Juvenile resembles non-breeding adult,
but smaller and with sandy-grey upperparts with dark scaly pattern.
Biological characteristics: Prefers sandy coasts of seas, rivers, lakes,
islands, harbours, and coastal waters. Flight light and active with fast wing-
beats. Often hovers for along time near water surface. Preys by plunge-diving,
Feeds on small fishes and invertebrates, especially insects and crustaceans.
Breeding starts late April. Breeding colonies established on sandy coasts, river
banks, and islets. Monogamous. Nest a shallow scrape without lining or lined
with plant material, bordered by small pebbles and shells. Usual clutch 2-3
semi-oval eggs, very pale cream to buff in colour with black, dark brown, or
light grey lines and spots, 32.1x 23.5mm in size. Eggs hatch after 19-22 days.
Chicks precocial and semi-nidifugous. Fledging period about 15-20 days, still
fed by parents for a longer time.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common summer visitor,
breeding in wetlands and along rivers in Azarbaijan, southeast Caspian region,
Khuzestan, Sistan-Baluchestan, central Fars, and Persian Gulf coast. Also
occasionally recorded on passage in other inland wetlands. .
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Sterna saundersi  05lw ol 40 (gekm
Saunders’s Tern (Saunders’s Little Tern)
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Morphological characteristics: 22-24 cmlength and 46-52 cm wing-span.
A small tern, closely similar to Little Tern S. albifrons, distinguished by smaller
size, paler upperparts, darker wing tips, and black-brown legs. Sexes similar with
little seasonal variation. Breeding adult with light grey upperparts and white
forehead-patch square-cut at rear; without extension towards eye. Dark terminal
one third of 3rd primary and main part of 4th primary give a considerable dark
look to wing tips in flight. Rump tinged light grey and bill yellow with black
tip. In winter plumage, white colour of head expands and only nape remains
wholly black. Legs look paler. Hardly distinguished from Little Tern in winter
plumage, especially where two species are sympatric (e.g Persian Gulf). Juvenile
distinguished by dark grey upperparts with dark spots, dark bill, and greyish
yellow legs.

Biological characteristics: A sea-bird, preferring shallow salt water along
coasts and in harbours and estuaries. Often feeds on small fish, crustaceans,
mollusks, and insects. Breeds solitarily or in small colonies of up to 30 pairs.
Nest a shallow scrape built on beaches or low dunes, often just above line of
high tide. No more data available on breeding,

Distribution and abundance: Alocally fairly common breeder along the
south coast from Bushehr to the Pakistan border, found breeding on islands
in Bushehr Bay, in Morghu, Ummal Karam, and Nakhilu islands, the Khouran
Strait, on Larak and Hormoz islands, and at the mouth of Sarbaz River in
southeast Baluchestan. Small numbers winter in the southeast, Hormozgan
and Bushehr.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sternidae

20 Slaglwyy : 231638

Order: Charadriiformes
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Sterna repressa 8y (243 (g
White-cheeked Tern
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Morphological characteristics: 32-34 cm length and 75-83 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized tern, greatly similar to Common Tern S. hirundo, but
distinguished by rather smaller body, narrower wings, slightly longer bill, and
darker upperparts. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Breeding adult
with full black forehead, cap, and nape, contrasting sharply with white band on
cheeks. Upperparts dark grey, underparts grey up to throat and neck, and under
wing-coverts greyish white with grey bar at rear edge of wings. Also, shows red
legs and red bill with long dark tip. Non-breeding adult with white forehead
and underparts and black bill. Juvenile like non-breeding, but forehead and
upperparts light brown with dark marks, and legs yellowish brown.
Biological characteristics: Prefers sea coasts, coastal bays, and coral reefs,
feeding in surf or far offshore. Behaviour similar to Common Tern. Feeds on
small fish and invertebrates by surface-diving from 3 m altitude, but plunge-
diving not observed. Breeding starts mid-June to early July. Breeding colonies
established on rocky or sandy parts of coasts or open plateaus on islands with
sparse vegetation. Monogamous. Nest a shallow scrape, unlined or lined with
some plant material or pebbles. Usual clutch 2, sometimes 3 and rarely 1, semi-
oval eggs, pale buff or occasionally yellowish buff in colour with dark brown to
blackish or pale grey lines and spots, 40.3 x 289 mm in size. Eggs hatch after
25-30 days. Chicks, precocial and semi-nidifugous, able to fly after 30 days, still
fed by parents for alonger time.

Distribution and abundance: Alocallyabundant summer visitor to Persian
Gulf, breeding on Kharku Island, islands in Bushehr Bay, Morghu, Ummal
Karam, and Nakhilu in Bushehr and on Sheedvar Island and Larak. Recorded
in small numbers on passage on coast of Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Stema anaethetus (5395 Gy 34D Gghw
Bridled Tern
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Morphological characteristics: 30-32 cm length and 77-81 cm wing-span.
A medium-sized tern greatly similar to Sooty Tern S. fuscata but distinguished
by smaller body and paler plumage. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation.
Breeding adult with grey-brown upperparts and white underparts tinged grey on
breast and belly. Cap, nape, and eye-stripe black; forehead and upper eye-stripe
white. Wings long and narrow; leading edge of wing and underwing white, latter
scarcely contrasting with grey tips of flight-feathers. Tail deeply forked, dark grey
with white outer margins. Bill and legs black. Non-breeding adult shows dull
brown cap, white forehead streaked dark, and paler upperparts due to occurrence
of white feather-tips. Juvenile resembles adult non-breeding, but with less distinct
head pattern, tail with no white margin, grey-brown upperparts show narrow
black scaling, and pale buff to white feather-tips.

Biological characteristics: A true sea-bird, generally occurs far offshore.
Compared with other terns, flight most buoyant and graceful with noticeably
elastic and exaggerated wing-beats accompanied by marked lift of body; capable
of soaring slowly and accelerating suddenly. Feeds chiefly by hovering for a while
and surface-diving, mainly on small fishes and planktonic invertebrates such as
crustaceans and mollusks. Breeding starts mid- to late June. Colonies established
on coral reefs and sandy islets with sparse vegetation of bushes. Monogamous.
Nest a shallow scrape with no lining apart from occasional leaves, usually built
under bushes, among rocks, and sometimes in open areas. Usual clutch 1 semi-
oval egg, buff or creamy white in colour spotted with black-brown or reddish
brown, 44.2x31.2 mm in size. Egg hatches after 28-30 days. Chick precocial and
nidifugous. Fledging period 55-63 days. Independent in 35 days.

Distribution and abundance: A locally abundant summer visitor to Persian
Gulf, found breeding on Kharku, Morghu, Ummol Karam, Nakhilu, Sheedvar,
and Larak islands (Bushehr and Hormozgan). Also recorded in small numbers
on passage on the coast of eastern Hormozgan, Chabahar, and southeast
Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sternidae

20 Slaglwyy : 231638

Order: Charadriiformes
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Sterna fuscata (5393 (2 yd Sgw

Sooty Tern
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Morphological characteristics: 33-36 cm length and 82-94 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized tern with black-and-white plumage, long and narrow
wings, and long forked tail, greatly similar to Bridled Tern S. anaethetus, but
distinguished by bulkier body; larger head and bill, broader wings, and darker
upperparts. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Adult with brown-
black upperparts and white underparts; tail black with white outer margin,
bill also black. Also, has black cap, nape, and eye-stripe, white forehead and
upper eye-stripe, and black bill and legs. Underside of flight-feathers dark grey,
contrasting sharply with white of under wing-coverts and underparts. Non-
breeding adult with no change in general appearance except for upperparts
feather margins that turn white. Juvenile completely dark brown, upperparts
marked with white feather-tips.

Biological characteristics: A true sea-bird, largely avoiding shallow
coastal waters and coming to land only to breed. Capable of continuous steady
powertul flight over a long period without settling. Often feeds nocturnally.
Capable of aerobatics, swooping down or backwards to sea-surface to prey,
but rarely plunge-diving. Feeds on small fish and crustaceans.

Distribution and abundance: The species has been reported as vagrant
in Oman Sea.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected bird species.
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Chlidonias hybrida
Whiskered Tern
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Morphological characteristics: 23-25 cmlength and 74-78 cm wing-span.
Asmalltern greatly similar to Common Tern Sterna hirundo but distinguished by
smaller body, shallowly forked tail, and dark grey upperparts, underparts, rump,
and tail. Sexes similar with some seasonal variation. Breeding adult distinguished
by black forehead, cap, and nape which contrast greatly with white cheeks and
dark grey breast and belly. In flight, wings silvery-grey, but outer primaries black.
Also, has dark red bill and legs. Non-breeding adult has white forehead, grey-and-
white streaked crown and nape, light grey upperparts, and white underparts and
under wing-coverts. Juvenile like non-breeding adult but with ginger upperparts
and dark brown or buft feather margins. Rear part of cap and nape dark and bill
black.

Biological characteristics: Prefers stagnant or flowing inland waters with
patches of emerging vegetation, flooded fields, and rice-paddies in summer,
and on open lakes, ponds, coastal water bodies, and estuaries in winter. Flight
action similar to other terns of the same size, but with more direct tract and
more regular and deeper wing-beats. On migration, often found in groups
along with White-winged Tern C. leucopterus. Dives to surface to catch fish, but
feeds also on insects, larvae, and amphibians. Breeding starts late April to late
May. Colonies established in shallow water of marshes and ponds between
emergent vegetation. Monogamous. Nest a mass of floating vegetation, built
on water surface, anchored to plants such as emergent grasses. Usual clutch 3,
sometimes 2-4, oval eggs, pale blue, buff, or grey in colour with black and brown
spots, 39.2x28.5 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 18-20 days. Chicks precocial and
semi-nidifugous. Leave nest after 4-10 days. Cared for and fed by both parents
for about 23 days, independent after 7 days.

Distribution and abundance: An abundant summer visitor to wetlands
of the south Caspian region, and a common summer visitor to wetlands in
Urumiyeh basin (Azarbaijan), Khuzestan, and Sistan-Baluchestan. Also, a
common winter visitor to wetlands of Khuzestan. Small numbers recorded
in mid-winter in Urumiyeh basin, southwest of the Caspian Sea, and Sistan
basin. A widespread passage migrant, especially in northern Iran, but also
recorded at several localities in the southeast.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sternidae

20 Slaglwyy : 251638

Order: Charadriiformes
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White-winged Tern (White-winged Black Tern)
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Morphological characteristics: 20-23 cm length and 63-67 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized marsh-living tern greatly similar to Black Tern C. niger but
distinguished by shorter bill, longer legs, black under wing-coverts, and white
rump and tail, hardly forked at end. Sexes similar with marked seasonal variation.
Breeding adult with black head, neck, and underparts, dark grey upperparts, and
pale grey to white upper wing-coverts. Bill black and legs light red. Non-breeding
adult lacks black on body and underwing, also shows short darkly streaked cap,
connected with narrow black patch behind eyes, and pale grey upperparts and
wings. Juvenile like non-breeding adult, but with black-brown upperwing, pale
grey median upper wing-coverts, and black cap and black bar behind eyes.
Distinguished from juvenile of Black Tern by white rump and lack of black bar
at side of breast.

Biological characteristics: Prefers freshwater lakes, wetlands with dense
marginal vegetation, creeks among mangrove forest, rivers, floodplains, and
estuaries. Gregarious, often seen in large groups throughout year. Flight action
similar to Black Tern but with deeper wing-beats. Feeds mainly on invertebrates
and occasionally on fish and amphibians. Breeding starts late May. Colonies
established among standing or floating vegetation in shallow stagnant water,
occasionally together with Black Tern. Monogamous. Nest a shallow cup on a
floating mass of stems and roots of waterweeds. Usual clutch 3, occasionally 2
and rarely 4, oval eggs, cream to pale buff in colour with black or dark brown
spots, 33.7x24.4 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 18-22 days. Chicks precocial and
nidifugous. Fledging period 24-25 days.

Distribution and abundance: A common passage migrant mainly in
western half of Iran, especially in Azarbaijan and the south Caspian region.
Some birds have been recorded in summer at wetlands in Urumiyeh basin and
Meyghan wetland (Markazi), but there has been no evidence of breeding. A
very scarce winter visitor to wetlands in Mazandaran and Khuzestan.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Chlidonias niger
Black Tern
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Morphological characteristics: 22-24 cm length and 64-68 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized swamp-living tern greatly similar to White-winged
Tern C. leucopterus but distinguished by longer bill, shorter legs, grey instead
of black colour of under wing-coverts, grey instead of white rump, and rather
forked tail. Sexes almost similar with marked seasonal variation. Male breeding
adult with black head, dark grey body, and white under tail-coverts. Wings
light grey below and dark grey above. Dark primaries easily distinguishable in
flight. Also, has rather short black legs and black bill with length similar to size
of head. Female breeding adult distinguished from male by greyer plumage.
Non-breeding adult has grey upperparts, wing, and tail, black cap, ear-coverts,
and band on forewing, white face, cheeks, and underparts, and black patch at
side of upper breast. Juvenile resembles non-breeding adult, but black on head
more extended, black patch at side of breast more distinct, and upperparts and
upper wing-coverts look scaly due to buff feather-fringes.

Biological characteristics: Prefers well-vegetated freshwater lakes and
marshes for breeding, but at sea and in estuaries, bays, and at coastline in winter.
Flight powerful and smooth with frequent stops of hovering and plunging,
Forages singly or in group about 2 m above water surface, swooping down to
get insect prey from surface in summer, but plunge-diving (similar to White-
winged Tern C. Leucopterus and Whiskered Tern C. hybrida) for small fish and
crustaceans in winter.

Distribution and abundance: Arare migrantin springand anuncommon
autumn migrant in north-western Iran and some central wetlands such as
Meyghan in Markazi. A few birds recorded in Urumiyeh basin in summer, but
with no evidence of breeding,

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Charadriiformes
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Brown Noddy (Common Noddy)
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Morphological characteristics: 38-40 cm length and 77-85 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized tern, differing strongly from all other terns by dark
plumage with contrasting pale cap (others pale with dark cap) and by long
wedge-shaped instead of forked tail. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation.
Adult shows grey-white forecrown and brown-grey rear crown and nape,
sharply set off from black lore and small white crescent below eye. Flight-
feathers and tail black; rest of plumage sooty-brown. Bill thick and black,
legs reddish- or greyish black. Juvenile dark brown with paler feather-fringes,
lacking sooty tone on body, crown pale grey-brown, sometimes with indistinct
white line above eye.

Biological characteristics: A sea-bird of tropical and sub-tropical regions,
mostly breeding on ground or in trees on remote rocky islands and coral reefs.
Mostly feeds on fish, crustaceans, and squid, taking these by pecking from
surface while flying close above water.

Distribution and abundance: Observed once in late spring 2006 and
once in late spring and early summer 2011, when one vagrant was recorded
in Sheedvar island among other terns. Individuals in Iran likely vagrants from
breeding colonies in Arabian Sea or Gulf of Aden.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Rynchops albicollis 318 !

Indian Skimmer
Morphological characteristics: 40-42 cm length and 108-130 cm wing-

span. An aquatic tern-like bird with very long and pointed wings and shallowly
forked tail, distinguished from other water-birds by much elongated and laterally

flattened knife-like lower mandible. Sexes similar (male slightly larger) with ;I;I
slight seasonal variation. Face, neck, side of head, and all underparts of breeding 3
adult white; cap and nape as well as mantle to central rump and upperwing %
black. Bold white bar along rear edge of wing and white tail and lateral rump x
conspicuous in flight. Underwing white with ill-defined black tips to longer s
primaries. Eyes brown, bill bright orange-red with vermilion base and yellow @
tip, short legs vermilion-red. Adult in non-breeding plumage as in breeding, but <
upperparts black-brown and hindneck and rump mottled grey. Juvenile similar S
to adult but cap and nape brown-grey with white streaking, mantle to back 2
and upper wing-coverts brown-grey with buff-white feather-fringes, appearing
scaled. Bill pink-red with blackish tip, legs also pink-red.
Biological characteristics: Prefers broad rivers and lakes with sandbars and
islets, in winter also found in shallow estuaries with mudflats and banks, feeding G
low above water and resting on low banks and shores. Behaviour similar to S5yl by oo 155 0 5l s 4 5 03,28 Lnglas ] 5 ol Vs Sy J 55 g
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Family: Pteroclidae

(25095 : 251034

Order: Pteroclidiformes
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Syrrhaptes paradoxus — 31yd @ S¢S
Pallas’s Sandgrouse
703 SIS (50595595 1835 B 55 9B 1S

Morphological characteristics: 30-41 cmlength and 63-78 cm wing-span.
A large sandgrouse, distinguished from relatives by long tail and black belly-
patch. Sexes almost similar (male slightly larger) with no seasonal variation.
Adult male with sandy-buff upperparts barred with black, orange-buff face and
throat, and grey stripe extending from eye to neck and breast. Lower part of neck
and breast light grey separated from white-buffunderparts by narrow horizontal
black bars. Primaries pale grey and secondaries with dark rear margins easily seen
in flight. Female resembles male but paler and cap, hindneck, stripe behind eye,
and shorter upper wing-coverts spotted black and a narrow bar present below
yellow of throat. Juvenile resembles female, but lacks yellow-buff colour on head
and dark belly-patch.

Biological characteristics: Prefers flat semi-deserts with steppe vegetation
and clayey; loamy, or sandy soils. Avoids drifting sands, extensive waterless
desert, mountains, forests, wetlands, and residential areas. Gregarious. Flight
more powerful and rapid than in other sandgrouse. Wing-beats produce a hiss*
like sound in flight. Feeds mainly on seeds and also green shoots. Like poultry,
regularly forages for grubs and seeds by digging in ground.

Distribution and abundance: An irregular winter visitor in small numbers
to Turkaman Steppes in north-eastern Iran. Observed as a vagrant in Khorasan
and Azarbaijan in the past.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Pterocles exustus
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Chestnut-bellied Sandgrouse
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Morphological characteristics: 31-33 cm length and 48-51 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized sandgrouse distinguished by slightly elongated central
tail-feathers, and dark chestnut underparts and underwing, Sexes dissimilar with
no seasonal variation. Head, neck, and chest of adult male buff with pink tinge.
Chest-band narrow and black. Upperparts yellowish brown with light spots,
underparts chestnut, almost black in the middle. Primaries black with white
tip, conspicuous in flight. Female dusty yellow; vermiculated with dark streaks
except on neck and broad lower breast-band. Juvenile resembles female but
paler, upperparts thinly vermiculated, and tail not elongated.

Biological characteristics: Inhabits semi-arid plains covered with sparse
thorny scrub or acacias or on fringe of dry cultivated fields, with loose silty or
dusty soil, scattered stones, or rocky outcrops. Often avoids dense cover and
woods, rocky terrain as well as wetlands. Usually in flocks of 10-30 birds. Flight
action powerful with quick and regular wing-beats. Waterholes usually visited
at mid-morning, reached after flying long distances in family groups. Feeds
almost exclusively on vegetative matter, mainly seeds. Walks with short steppes
in search of seeds. Breeding starts mid-January. Probably monogamous. Nest a
shallow depression on ground, unlined or lined with a few straws. Usual clutch
2-3 extended-oval cream eggs, spotted brown to grey and violet, 36.1x25.2
mm in size. Eggs hatch after 23 days. Chicks precocial and nidifugous. No data
available on fledging period.

Distribution and abundance: A locally common resident in coastal
lowlands from Bandar Abbas (Hormozgan) east to Baluchestan coast and the
Pakistan border.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Pteroclidae

(2505 : 251038

Order: Pteroclidiformes
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Pterocles alchata

Pin-tailed Sandgrouse
2 1 s ¢ 0 S5y (0,95 158 163,85 B (63 0B ¢S 9

Morphological characteristics: 31-39 cmlength and 54-65 cm wing-span.
Aratherlarge sandgrouse with strikingly white underparts and elongated central
tail-feathers. Sexes dissimilar, male with little seasonal variation. Adult male in
breeding season shows chestnut-buff face with black eye-stripe, olive-green
cap and neck, and black chin. Upperparts olive-green, spotted golden yellow.
Rump and upper tail-coverts barred black and yellow. Broad buff breast-band
separated from neck and belly by two black bands. In flight, white underparts
and underwing contrast sharply with black wing tip and trailing edge of wing,
Central pair of tail-feathers elongated, largely black. Adult female resembles male
but is distinguished by buff-yellow face, white chin, yellow upperparts barred
black and violet, two black lines across breast and another on lower throat.
Adult non-breeding cap and upperparts barred black and rufous, throat white
or partly spotted black. Juvenile resembles female but upperparts paler, central
tail-feathers less distinct, and black bands on breast and underparts absent.
Biological characteristics: Favours arid or semi-arid sandy or clayey
lowland steppe with sparse vegetation, dried-out marshes, sand-dunes, stony
desert, and fallow land in dry cultivated areas. Flight action quick, with deep and
regular wing-beats, alternated by occasional glides. Like all sandgrouse, wing-
beats produce slight whistling sound. Feeds almost exclusively on vegetable
matter, mainly seeds, shoots, and green leaves. Breeding starts May to June,
breeding colonies established loosely in sandy or rocky deserts. Nest a shallow
depression on ground in the open or nearby vegetation or rocks. Usual clutch
3, sometimes 2-4, smooth and glossy buff eggs with brown blotches, 45.7x29.8
mm in size. Eggs hatch after 19-25 days. Chicks, precocial and nidifugous, leave
nest after 1 day and follow parents. Independent in 10 days, still remaining with
parents for alonger time.

Distribution and abundance: Alocally common breeding bird in south-
western lowlands from the region of Qasr-e Shirin east to Mond River valley:
Outside breeding season, small parties recorded in central Fars. Also, alocally
abundant winter visitor to Turkaman Steppes. An occasional vagrant to

southeast Caspian region and northern Khorasan.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Pterocles orientalis
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Black-bellied Sandgrouse
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Morphological characteristics: 33-35 cm length and 70-73 cm wing-
span. A large and bulky sandgrouse with short tail. Combination of broad wings
and black belly diagnostic in flight. Sexes dissimilar with no seasonal variation.
Adult male with head and neck grey, cheek and upper neck chestnut, breast
grey, and bar along lower neck black. Upperparts and upper wing-coverts
vermiculated grey, each feather with bold orange spot on tip, forming rows on
upperwing; secondaries orange. In flight, white under wing-coverts in great
contrast with black flight-feathers and belly-patch. Female dusty-coloured,
head and upperparts closely vermiculated black; throat uniform yellow, breast
yellow-brown with heavy black spotting, bordered along lower throat and belly
by white-fringed black bar. Juvenile resembles female.

Biological characteristics: Inhabits gravelly flats and slopes in arid to
semi-arid steppes, salt-flats, pastoral scrubland, and occasionally arid farmlands.
Usually found in medium to large flocks. Cautious and hard to approach. Flight
action slower and more powerful than other sandgrouse, with quick, regular
wing-beats and slower vertical take-off. Flies long distances in search of water at
halfway morning or afternoon. Feeds mostly on seeds on bare ground among
scattered vegetation. Breeding starts late April to mid-May in semi-arid zones,
eroded slopes, mountainous slopes, gravelly areas, bare soils with scattered
vegetation, and margins of cultivated lands. Monogamous. Nest a shallow
scrape, unlined but surrounded by pebbles. Usual clutch 2-3 oval creamy buff
to pure buff eggs, spotted brown, buff-brown, or violet-grey, 46.8x32.4 mm in
size. Eggs hatch after 23-28 days. Chicks precocial and nidifugous. No more data
available on fledging period. Probably two clutches laid annually:
Distribution and abundance: A commonresidentin steppe and arable land
in upland areas almost throughout Iran, but scarce and local in the southeast.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Pteroclidae

(2505 : 251034

Order: Pteroclidiformes
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Pterocles senegallus

MG S5
Spotted Sandgrouse
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Morphological characteristics: 30-35 cm length and 53-65 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized sandgrouse with elongated central tail-feathers. Sexes
dissimilar with no seasonal variation. Adult male distinguished by blue-grey
cap, nape, and breast, light orange chin, neck, and throat, sandy upperparts
spotted grey, and narrow black patch on mid-belly, obvious only in flight.
Under wing-coverts pale buff, secondaries black, and primaries pale. Female
buff, heavily streaked, spotted, and barred black on upperparts and breast.
Juvenile resembles female but plumage paler sandy-buff, throat-patch whitish,
and belly-stripe brown.

Biological characteristics: Abird of desertand semi-desert, inhabits wide
flat plains and broad valleys with clayey, silty, or loamy soils and low sparse
vegetation; occurs on coastal salt-flats, but for drinking depends on freshwater,
like Crowned Sandgrouse P. coronatus avoids saline water. Gregarious, found
in large groups in winter. Flies in parties to reach waterholes early morning or
at dusk. Feeds predominantly on plant material, mostly seeds. Breeding starts
mid-April. Monogamous. Nest a shallow depression on ground, unlined
but usually next to stone. Usual clutch 2-3 oval pale buff eggs, spotted light
brown or grey-violet, 41.7x28 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 29-31 days. Chicks
precocial and nidifugous. No more data available on fledging period.
Distribution and abundance: A locally fairly common resident in
southern coastal lowlands and south-eastern deserts from northern Khuzestan
east to northern Baluchestan and the Sistan basin. Also occurs on Lavan Island
(Hormozgan).

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national

protected species.
Caxplan 2es Kl




Pterocles lichtensteinii

ol el 555

Lichtenstein's Sandgrouse
55 8550555 )95 28055 B 6, VI S5

Morphological characteristics: 24-26 cm length and 48-52 cm wing-span.
The smallest sandgrouse in Iran with short tail. Sexes dissimilar with no seasonal
variations. Adult male with black and white bars on forecrown, uniform grey
under wing-coverts, rusty-buff breast, broken by black band across middle and
bordered by black band below: Rest of body yellow-buff, finely vermiculated with
dark bars. Bill dull red and toes orange-yellow. Female uniform grey-brown, finely
vermiculated all over, and with pale eye-ring. Juvenile resembles female but bars
on upperparts narrower, hardly more than vermiculation; flight-feathers grey.
Biological characteristics: Inhabits wadi beds, wooded or bush-covered
rocky slopes with scattered acacias, narrow rocky valleys, or scree and boulders
on low hills. Lives in pairs or small family groups, less gregarious than other
sandgrouse of Iran. Mostly active in twilight and at night; visits waterholes for
drinking, singly or in groups of 2-6 birds, just after sunset, just before sunrise, or
atnight, approaching them gradually, only when safety ensured. Feeds usually on
plant material, mostly seeds. Breeding starts May to September. Monogamous.
Nest a shallow depression on ground, without lining, built in the open or under
bush. Usual clutch 2-3 oval, smooth, and rather glossy, pale buff eggs, spotted
red-brown, 42x26.3 mm in size. Chicks precocial and downy. No data available
on fledging period.

Distribution and abundance: A scarce and local resident in lowlands of
Hormozgan and Baluchestan east to Pakistan border. Probably distributed
more widely than records suggest because of its nocturnal drinking habits and
inconspicuous nature.

Conservation status: This bird not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Pteroclidae

(2505 : 251034

Order: Pteroclidiformes
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Crowned Sandgrouse (Coronetted Sandgrouse)
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Morphological characteristics: 27-29 cm length and 52-63 cm wing-
span. A rather small sandgrouse with short tail. Sexes dissimilar with no
seasonal variation. Adult male with rufous cap, ash-grey supercilium, and black
crescent from side of forehead over lore to lower cheek; side of head and throat
orange-bufl, rest of body pink-grey, upperparts and upper wing-coverts with
large cream spots on feather-tips; underparts and under wing-coverts cream-
white, contrasting with black primaries and secondaries in flight. Female lacks
black crescent on face and grey supercilium; cheek and throat uniform yellow;
rest of body dusty chestnut, closely barred black. Juvenile resembles female
but throat whiter and barring on upperparts less pronounced.

Biological characteristics: Inhabits bleak gravelly and stony desert with
very scanty vegetation, on plains, slopes, and uplands, generally avoiding bare
sand. Occurs usually in small groups, but large flocks may gather in search
of fresh or saline water sources early in the morning and at dusk. Feeds on
vegetative matter, primarily on minute hard seeds and shoots of grasses
and other plants. Breeding starts mid-May. Monogamous. Nest a shallow
depression on ground among stones, without lining. Usual clutch 2-3 elliptical,
smooth, and glossy cream eggs, spotted light brown, brown-buff, and purple-
grey, 39.4x274 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 21-24 days. Chicks, precocial and
downy, cared for by both parents for 38 days.

Distribution and abundance: A patchily distributed but locally common
resident in central, eastern, and southern deserts of Iran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.

Pterocles coronatus




Columba palumbus ~  J5a 595
Common Wood Pigeon
SIS 558 106 lS o338 1 58,8 My VIz S 5

Morphological characteristics: 40-42 cmlengthand 75-80 cmwing-span.
The largest pigeon in Iran, with broad wings andlong and broad tail. Sexes similar
with no seasonal variation. Adult bird with grey-blue head, upperparts, rump,
and tail, latter with broad black terminal band. Also, nape glossed green, side of
neck with large buff patch, and breast with extensive vinous tinge. Primaries and
tips of secondaries black, primary coverts blackish grey, contrasting greatly with
wide white arc on outer wing-coverts. Bill yellow, with red-pink base and whitish
cere, eyes lemon-yellow; and legs mauve-pink. Juvenile paler and more uniform
grey below; without green gloss on nape and buff patches on neck.
Biological characteristics: Prefers open woodlands, coniferous or
deciduous broad-leaved forests at fringe of cultivations, dense riverine scrub
and tamarisks along rivers, orchards, and even residential areas like parks
and suburban gardens, but avoids treeless regions, water bodies with dense
vegetationand rocky mountainous areas. Gregarious; outside breeding season,
seeninratherlarge flocks in feedingand roostingssites. Flight slower and heavier
than other pigeons, with distinct noise from wings at landing or take-off. Mostly
feeds on plant material such as seeds, green leaves, buds, blossoms, fruits, and
occasionally invertebrates. Breeding starts early April. Monogamous. Nest a
small untidy flat platform of stems and thin twigs, built on trees and sometimes
onledges of buildings or cliffs, rarely on ground in treeless regions. Usual clutch
2,seldom 1, semi-oval white and moderately glossy eggs, 44.1x 39.8 mm in size.
Eggs hatch after 17 days. Chicks semi-altricial and nidicolous. Fledging period
29-35 days. Usually three clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A resident in forests and woodlands of
the north and west, extending southeast through southern Zagros Mountains
to Kerman highlands; also breeds in small numbers in woodland along rivers
in lowlands of northwest and western Iran. A winter visitor to south Caspian
region, Khuzestan, Fars, and Hormozgan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Columbidae

: 05134
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Order: Columbiformes
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Columba livia &l ¥ 9.5
Rock Dove

9 8 S 1 g in 05553 63,5 205 S

i cadls

Morphological characteristics: 31-34 cm length and 63-70 cm wing-
span. The wild ancestor of domestic fancy and racing pigeons, resembling
Wood Pigeon C. palumbus and Stock Dove C. oenas but distinguished by white
patch on rump, longer and more sharply pointed wing, two broad black bars
across secondaries and greater coverts, and white under wing-coverts. Sexes
almost similar with no seasonal variation. Head and neck of adult blue-grey,
side of neck, throat, and upper breast glossed green and purple, upperparts and
upper wing-coverts grey, rump and tail pale grey-blue, tail with black band along
tip. Eyes yellow to red, bill lead-coloured with fleshy white cere; legs purple-red.
Juvenile like adult but darker and duller, under wing-coverts pale grey, eye grey
to ochre, bill and cere grey, bill with flesh-pink tip.

Biological characteristics: Favoursawide range of stonyandrockyhabitats,
provided with holes and fissures to breed in, as on cliffs, sheltered ledges, inside
caves or wells, and on ruins. Escaped domestic birds may form self-sustaining
feral populations and occur widely in cities, human settlements, and special
pigeon-houses. Gregarious, found in medium to large groups when feeding
and resting, Flight faster than Common Wood Pigeon and often at low altitude,
but gliding and wheeling in display. Feeds chiefly on seeds, cereals, legumes,
and weeds, occasionally green leaves or buds and invertebrates. Breeding starts
April. Breeding colonies established in holes inside cave or deep crevice of cliff
and stony or rocky ledges; domesticated populations can breed in man-made
structures. Nest a loosely constructed cup of roots, stems, leaves, and feathers
on shaded or dark place on ledge or in hole or fissure without lining. Usual
clutch 2, rarely 1, semi-oval glossy white eggs, 39.3x29.1 mm in size. Eggs hatch
after 17-19 days. Chicks, semi-altricial and nidicolous, fed at first by crop milk.
Fledging period 35-37 days. At least 5 clutches laid annually:

Distribution and abundance: A very common and widespread resident
throughout Iran, absent only in extensive open wetlands, dense forests, and
barren flat desert.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Stock Dove
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Morphological characteristics: 32-34 cm length and 63-69 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized pigeon rather like Common Wood Pigeon C. palumbus
but distinguished by smaller body, shorter tail, and lack of white wing-stripe and
cream neck-patch. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult with blue-grey
head and body, green gloss on neck and vinous-purple gloss on breast. Under
wing-coverts grey, upperwing with black tip, contrasting sharply with pale ash-
grey patch on middle of wing, latter gradually merging into darker blue-grey of
inner wing; inner greater coverts and tertials with some black spots, but no black
bars as in Rock Dove C. livia. Tail grey with black terminal band, conspicuous in
flight. Juvenile paler and more brown-grey, lacking green gloss on neck.
Biological characteristics: Inhabits open woodlands with mature trees,
margins of forests, trees in cultivated fields, and parks. Often quite social,
breeding in small colonies and gathering into small or large flocks in winter.
Flight action resembles Rock Dove but faster and with more fluid wing-beats.
Walks slower on ground. Feeds chiefly on plant material like seeds, green leaves,
buds, and flowers, occasionally also on invertebrates. Breeding starts mid-March
to early April. Monogamous. Nest built in tree-hole, building, rock fissure, and
rarely hole of mammals on sloping bush-covered ground. Usual clutch 2, rarely
1, semi-oval white eggs, 37.9%29 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 16-18 days. Chicks
semi-altricial and nidicolous, fed by crop milk by both parents at first. Fledging
period 27-28 days, becoming independent soon thereafter. Usually 2-3 clutches
laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common breeding bird in forests of
the south Caspian region, Kaleibar Mountains of northern Azarbaijan, and in
western Zagros. Also a fairly common winter visitor to northern Iran, occurring
in varying numbers in Khorasan, Khuzestan, and Sistan-Baluchestan.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Columba eversmanni (g ,9\& aals

Yellow-eyed Dove (Pale-backed Pigeon)
Y dafy; gainds 40538 163, ML 555 (B35 P

Morphological characteristics: 29-31 cm length and 60-62 cm wing-
span. A small pigeon, highly similar to Stock Dove C. oenas, but relatively

smaller with longer wings, vinous-glossed head, and glossy green neck. Head
and neck colouration and flight pattern fairly similar to Rock Dove C. livia, but
distinguished by lack of broad black bands on upperwing and black stripe on
tail. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult with dull grey upperparts,
dark grey rump, and large white patch at the back. Primaries dark and under
wing-coverts pale grey or white. Also, bill dark blue-grey with greenish yellow
tip, eyes and eye-ring yellow; and legs red. Juvenile like adult but paler and with
light brown breast; also, green gloss on side of neck and vinous tinge on breast
reduced or absent.

Biological characteristics: Prefers riverine forest in steppe, mountain
valleys up to 1500 m high, often near water sources, well-grown gardens and
farmland, breeding in holes of big trees, in fissures of crags or walls or in loam
or loess cliffs along rivers. Often seen in small groups, forming larger flocks
in winter. Roosts on trees in the middle of day. A quiet bird but in breeding
season resembles Stock Dove in vocal activity. Often feeds on berries, cereals
and other plant seeds, mostly at dawn and dusk around farmland. Breeding
starts early May to late June. Monogamous. Nest a small mass of branches and
twigs, loosely built in cliff or tree-hole, holes made by rollers Coracias in clayey
walls, but sometimes in derelict buildings. Usual clutch 2 sub-elliptical white
eggs, 37 x 27mm in size. No more data available on breeding.

Distribution and abundance: Several recent records in eastern Iran in
June and September, but present status uncertain; probably a scarce resident
or partial migrant in the extreme northeast. Recorded in the past to breed in
riverine forest and loam cliffs along Harir Rud and Tajan rivers and probably
elsewhere in eastern Khorasan; also recorded on migration in eastern
Khorasan and Sistan-Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Oena capensis 15l (g yo08

Namaqua Dove
919098 S Ll 2 S 53

Morphological characteristics: 26-28 cm length and 28-33 cm wing-
span. A tiny dove with slim body and very long wedge-shaped tail. Sexes
dissimilar with no seasonal variation. Adult male with black face, throat, and
breast, brown-grey nape, upperparts, and rump, and two black-and-white
bars noticeable on rump. Cap, side of neck, and side of breast grey, and rest
of underparts white. In flight, uppersurface of flight-feathers and entire under
wing-coverts deep rufous-chestnut, contrasting with black undersurface
of flight-feathers. Tail black, outermost feather with white outer margin and
others with grey base and small grey tip; tail-feathers shorten from middle to
outer parts, creating a fan-like look. Also, with black eyes, red bill with yellow
tip, and red legs. Adult female like male, but black of face, throat, and breast
replaced with grey. Juvenile like female, but shows black and buff feather-
fringes and spots on upperparts, upper wing-coverts, and breast.

Biological characteristics: Prefers dry semi-deserts with thorny scrub
and scattered acacia trees. Flight fast and straight, usually low above ground.
Lands with short wing-beats while stretching tail in a fan-like form. Mostly
stays on ground where hardly visible due to cryptic camouflage. Feeds mainly
on cereals, seeds, and seldom insects on dung of livestock.

Distribution and abundance: Only two records: one southwest of Karaj
in Alborz province and the other in September 2007 in protected area of
Mond in Bushehr, both photographed.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Laughing Dove (Palm Dove)
(08 39S 16 o b S 3 150830835 59098 > 9155 5

» L

Morphological characteristics: 25-27 cm length and 40-45 cm wing-
span. A rather small dove with short wings and long tail. Sexes similar with
no seasonal variation. Adult bird with pink-buff head, neck and breast, red-
brown upperparts, distinct dark grey tail and rump, and large patch of rufous-
and-black spots on side of neck. In flight, extensive bluish grey on outer
wing-coverts contrasts with blackish primaries. Also with bluish grey under
wing-coverts, black tail with outer tail-feathers broadly tipped white, white
under tail-coverts, black bill, brown eyes, and pink-red eye-ring and legs.
Juvenile duller than adult, also lacking spotted patch on neck.

Biological characteristics: Favours parks, gardens, and trees in Villages
and towns, usually close to human habitation. Behaviour similar to European
Turtle Dove S. turtur. Flight similar to other doves, but slower and noisier.
Feeds on seeds, seldom insects and small snails. Breeding starts early February,
multiple pairs may nest in close range. Monogamous. Nest a flat, loose mass of
twigs and thin branches, built mostly singly on tree, shrub, inside attic, spout
hole,and wall fissure. Usual clutch 2, seldom 1-4, oval to semi-oval glossy white
eggs, 25.3 x 19.3 mm in size, (3-4 eggs in one nest indicate clutches of two
females). Eggs hatch after 12-14 days. Chicks, semi-altricial and nidicolous,
fed on dove-milk from the crop. Fledging period 14-17 days, depending on
parents for alonger time. Usually 2-3 clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A common and widespread resident of
Iran especially around cities and villages.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.

Streptopelia senegalensis




Sterptopelia tranquebarica  _Sgb w3 ,SL
Red Turtle Dove (Red Collared Dove)
JB 00,85 mpSbied S s Jir S 85 S

X IS

Morphological characteristics: 22-24 cm length and 32-36 cm wing-
span. A small dove, greatly similar to Eurasian Collared Dove S. decaocto, but
distinguished by smaller body and darker red plumage. Sexes highly similar
with no seasonal variation. Adult male with blue-grey head and face and black
semi-collar on nape. Upperparts uniform brick-red, rump and upper tail-
coverts dark ash-grey, tail brownish with grey outer feathers and white patches
on tail corners, underparts vinous-brown with grey flanks, chin and belly
whitish, and under tail-coverts white. Adult female similar to adult male, with
light brown upperparts and breast. Juvenile resembles female, but upperparts
and upper wing-coverts show buff feather-fringes.

Biological characteristics: Prefers forests, open woodlands, and trees
along channels and roads; avoids deserts and arid areas. Behaviour less similar
to other doves, rarely seen around residential areas and farmlands. Often
active at dawn and dusk, roosting on trees during day. While feeding, seen in
fairly large flocks along with other doves. Feeds mainly on seeds such as rice,
maize, grass, and other plants.

Distribution and abundance: Seen as a vagrant in Chabahar (south-
eastern of Sistan-Baluchestan ).

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Streptopelia decaocto 3 ,SL

Eurasian Collared Dove
(Bob 59:S 1 s 2251 263,5  u2y05 S92 1S
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Morphological characteristics: 31-33 cm length and 47-55 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized pigeon with pale plumage and a rather long tail. Sexes
similar with no seasonal variation. Adult bird with vinous-grey head, neck,
and breast and a narrow black bar across neck-side. Upperparts and upper
wing-coverts brown-grey, blue-grey outer coverts contrasting markedly with
dark flight-feathers in flight. Also, with black bill, dark red eyes, greyish white
eye-ring, purple-red feet, and dark grey tail with wide white terminal band,
interrupted in middle. Juvenile resembles adult, but darker above and with no
black collar on nape.

Biological characteristics: Prefers gardens, farmlands, parks, villages, and
cities. Seen in pairs or small flocks often along with other doves. Congregates
in larger flocks on migration and where food abundant. Flight fast, straight,
and strong with rapid and regular wing-beats. Forages by walking on ground,
feeding on seeds and fruits, seldom on green parts of plants and invertebrates.
Breeding starts mid-March. Monogamous. Nest a fragile platiorm made of
twigs and thin branches, built on tree, bush, building, roof, or in wall fissure.
Usual clutch 2 semi-oval white eggs, 30.1 x 232 mm in size. Eggs hatch after
14-16 days. Chicks, semi-altricial and nidicolous, feed on pigeon-milk from
parents’ crop. Fly in 18 days, independent a week later.

Distribution and abundance: A resident in suitable habitats in Khuzestan
and along southern coasts; a rather common breeder in central, southern, and

eastern Iran, especially Hormozgan and Sistan-Baluchestan. Also recorded
in Yazd in winter. Two records available from south Caspian region in late
August.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Streptopelia orientalis

9 (8303

Oriental Turtle Dove (Rufous Turtle Dove)

B9y (509886355 ((o9)9098 (387 P

Morphological characteristics: 33-35 cm length and 53-60 cm wing-
span. A bulky dove, highly similar to European Turtle Dove S. furtur, but
distinguished by heavier body, greyer head, browner nape, darker upper- and

underparts, streaked patches on side of neck, and grey tail-fringe. Sexes fairly

similar (breast of female browner, less vinous-red) with no seasonal variation.
Flight-feathers black-brown, upperwing-coverts black in centre with brownish
red margin. Rump and upper tail-coverts blue-grey; tail black with rounded tip
and white feather-tips. Juvenile like adult, but with darker upper wing-coverts,
fringed buff-brown; black-and-white patch on side of neck absent.
Biological characteristics: Prefers forest fringes, woodlands, groves, and
farmlands. Seen in pairs or small flocks, congregating into larger flocks on
migration. Flight fast and straight but not as agile as European Turtle Dove, with
heavier wing-beats. Takes off and lands with slower wing-beats. Walks slowly
holding tail upwards. Mostly feeds on cereals, seeds of weeds, and green buds.
Distribution and abundance: A scarce passage migrant in eastern Iran.
Also seen in southeast of Baluchestan in winter.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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European Turtle Dove
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Morphological characteristics: 26-28 cm length and 47-53 cm wing-
span. A small dove, highly similar to Oriental Turtle Dove S. orientalis, but
distinguished by smaller and more slender body, paler upperparts and
underparts, patches of black-and-white streaks on sides of neck, and broad
white band on tail-tip. Sexes fairly similar with no seasonal variation. Adult
bird with blue-grey cap and nape, pale face, neck and breast tinged pink, and
upperparts dusty-brown. Flight-feathers black-brown, upper wing-coverts
black at centre and with orange-brown fringe, contrasting with blue-grey
patch on upperwing, Fan-like tail black with white feather-tips; also with
golden-yellow eyes, red eye-ring, and purple-red to dark pink legs. Juvenile
paler than adult, lacking patch on neck. Bill horny black with paler tip.
Biological characteristics: Prefers open fields, shrub and woodland in
steppe or semi-desert, not far from water source; avoids stormy areas, moist,
cloudy; and cold mountains. Flight fast and straight with powerful wing-beats.
Usually solitary or in pairs. Congregates into larger flocks on migration or in
areas with plenty of food. Mostly feeds on seeds, fruits, and cereals. Breeding
starts late March to early June along margins of woodlands and areas with
sparse bushes and trees, in pairs or along with others. Monogamous. Nest a cup
of twigs, built in dense scrub, low trees or hedges, often thorny. Usual clutch 2,
seldom 1, smooth, rather glossy semi-oval white eggs, 30.7 x 23 mm in size. Eggs
hatch after 13-14 days. Chicks, semi-altricial and nidicolous, fed on dove-milk
from the crop. Fledging period 19-21 days, independent soon after.
Distribution and abundance: A common andlocally abundant breeding
bird throughout Iran wherever trees or scrub available for nesting, absent only
from the highest mountain ranges, the interior desert basins, Persian Gulf
lowlands, and southern Baluchestan. Occurs widely all over Iran on migration,
even at oases in the central deserts.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Psittacula krameri
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Ring-necked Parakeet
SPGB PP o S

AL XX

Morphological characteristics: 38-42 cm length and 42-48 cm wing-
span. A large parakeet, highly similar to Alexandrine Parakeet P eupatria, but
distinguished by smaller size, relatively smaller bill, black line on lore, and

lack of maroon-red patch on lesser wing-coverts. Sexes rather similar with
no seasonal variation. Adult male with yellowish green head, upperparts, and
underparts, darker blue-green on wings. Also, with a narrow pink collar on
hindneck; black stripe on chin and throat extends to side of neck, tail long
and pointed, bill and eye-ring maroon, and legs olive. Female similar to male
but lacks neck collar and dark throat line. Juvenile like female, but margins of
flight-feathers yellowish; either with or without indistinct ring round neck.
Biological characteristics: Prefers gardens, parks, open woodlands, palm
groves, orchards, and farmlands, often in or near human habitation; avoids
mountains, cliffs, deserts, wetlands, and forests. A noisy bird, often seen in
large groups. Flight powerful and fast with sudden changes of direction.
Usually perches on trees and climbs trees skillfully, hardly walking on ground.
Feeds mainly on seeds, fruits, flowers, and nectar. Breeding starts early January
to early May. Monogamous. Nest built high up in tree-hole or in old nest of
woodpeckers, occasionally inside fissure of stone wall or building, enlarged
from within by female and toughly lined with feathers, sticks, and other plant
material. Usual clutch 4, sometimes 3-6, smooth but not glossy oval white
eggs, 30.5 x 23.7 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 25-28 days. Chicks altricial and
nidicolous. Fed on partially-digested regurgitated material from both parents.
Fly in about 56 days, but still fed by parents for another 21-28 days.
Distribution and abundance: Fairly common in parks and gardens in
many large cities, especially Tehran; some populations also on Khark Island in
Persian Gulf, probably originating from escaped cage-birds.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Psittacidae
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Order: Psittaciformes

Ola,bob : alwl)

Y

el o 3o OF G ol (5325 g yro Sl DAL OY oy Jsbo 26,0 1b (e 329
Mo 35550 &t dlasly & (Jg sl € Sy90 3l (Joglo? s (631 u> U g w255 (ool
86 g glate (Sl olo g 5 3948 00 plote o) 5 ALS (59 joy8 4SS g plowzes b I
FELIL 4ol ) (535 b S5) o A5 g g ey b @l 5 800 At (Jud s
9915 )3 (K5 olew Foboresd it 35 &4 blo juw p3 ) Sy 9 5110 p3 ol aress
o8 3o oty 593 Al g e 2l (3,5 3 S5y (Frge 9 e Bob 9 25 Bk 9
Caunl 3lo 4y dd AL 8.5 5y .l (53,5 5ol g (29l5 bas ol Jg 53 A 0dle 85y Cnd]
Cal b8 3 g 1S5 yeS g 2SS il (9 30,840 g

Loolyon 5k slewe) 9 &)y aogbys 9 Sid bl SledSix ) WS 29
5 P9 b slodiny 035 g o Oyt 4] (5 50ed Slegl 9 RSN wimen <5
Sogleg by93 5l )5 53 )l slate sleidj b b eedine 9 @y Sl sl (s
loato 1 Ol golls plSin 39 0 0103 SooS sladind 1 b s oo 4 Ll
oo )3 5 b pas 5 A8 o Sloy 35 e G d (93l o by Soo8
dadin daoges dadima dadily mile alS slge |y S o pess L33 (69, S5
S S (2 (g3t Sygeo g (2098 5] S gl S o0 4,35 RS 5 Lol
leegS )l (o8 (claailosl ) b lisy> ) dgvge (cledlSs 3 1y plailis] g 3gu 0 jlE]
oiske YV X YF sl &y 5 dubs <5 &) 0,5 b Ly 255 o b 93 Yoo iS5 o Ly
5 OIPL by Ig g 3 Loz g sl oo Jobo 4y gy VY B oSS gy 08 (o0
S g0 S5 1y lusl (Sig, 00 dgan )3 g Wik (plly 4 dianly 45 <l

B 3as5 4y (19381 9 05 5 yme 5 4 WA L g0 035 (ol 2 SNl 8 g (ST
2oy ol saalia | ooyl (imen 98 o0 03 5 Skl 9 kL 2 (A2
ondd I Ylaasl a8 Conl Cawd 3 Gl gl 5 b oliwl 3 sble Sy s SHB b5
RIS

Uose 2 sadieS L;LLJLW Oyls mie OygmdlgiS II s > HWAZITN Wg
55 )3 (CITES) Lol

Psittacula eupatria
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Alexandrine Parakeet
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Morphological characteristics: 53-58 cm length and 50-56 cm wing-
span. A bulky parakeet, highly similar to Ring-necked Parakeet P, krameri, but
distinguished by larger size, bulkier red bill and maroon-red patch on lesser
upper wing-coverts. Sexes slightly dissimilar with no seasonal variation. Male
adult distinguished by green face, upperparts, and underparts, and darker
greenwings. Also, with long tail, yellowish green under tail-coverts, black semi-
collar at sides of neck connected with black patch on throat, and broad pink
collar on hindneck. Female similar to male but lacks pink and black collar and
throat patch. Juvenile resembles female, but maroon on wing-coverts duller
and reduced in extent, and tail shorter.

Biological characteristics: Prefers dry or moist forests, open fields and
gardens covered with trees, parks, and urban gardens. Clever and shy. Flight fast
and straight with regular wing-beats. Outside breeding season, often seenin pairs

HP 5P S 92927 P

or small flocks. At dawn, congregates in small noisy flocks flying toward feeding
sites, and at dusk, perches on trees in large flocks. Feeds mainly on plant material
such as seeds, cones, fruits, berries, buds, and flowers. Breeding starts from April
either singly or colonially. Nest built in hole of tree or old nest of woodpecker.
Usual clutch 2-4 rough oval to round white eggs, 31x 24 mm in size. Eggs hatch
after 19-21 days. Chicks, altricial and nidicolous, leave nest in S0 days.
Distribution and abundance: Introduced in Tehran around 1960.
Nowadays, very common in gardens and parks in Tehran, straying to Karaj.
Recorded further away in Baluchestan, Khark Island, and Chabahar, probably
of escaped cage-birds.

Conservation status: Listed in Appendix I Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species (CITES).




Clamator glandarius

MG 5555
Great Spotted Cuckoo
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Morphological characteristics: 38-42 cmlength and 58-61 cm wing-span.
Alarge cuckoo with long graduated tail, spiky crest, and rather deep decurved bill
Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult with silvery grey cap reaching to
below eye, dark nape, brown-grey upperparts and upperwing profusely marked
with triangular white spots on scapulars and upper wing-coverts, and with narrow
white tips to flight-feathers; also with white underparts, strongly tinged yellow on
chin to upper breast and on under wing-coverts. Tail grey-black, feathers with
broad white tips except on central pair, eye-ring light red, bill blackish grey, and
legs grey-brown. Juvenile rather different form adult; cap deep black, crestless;
upperparts, upperwing, and tail blackish, primaries extensively bright rufous
except for black tips, very obvious in flight; chin to upper breast buff, belly white,
and rear of flanks olive-brown. Starts molulting within a few months after fledging,
colour of plumage on head and body intermediate between juvenile and adult.
Biological characteristics: Prefers trees and groves in semi-arid woodland,
with mix of open fields, thickets, and trees like olive or almond; avoid mountains,
dense forests, and wetlands. Mildly Solitary, but sometimes occurs in small
flocks. Flight straight and powerful. Feeds on hairy caterpillars and large insects
like grasshoppers, beetles, crickets, and dragonflies, taken largely while hopping
on ground but also when moving agilely through scrub or tree. Breeding starts
late March. A brood-parasite, laying eggs in nest of other bird, especially Eurasian
Magpie Pica pica or crows. Defends territory in egg-laying season, size depending
on density ofhost species. Female may lay up to 3 eggs in nest of one host. Female
pushes one or two eggs out, sometiomes none or the whole host’s clutch. Female
lays 18-24 eggs each breeding season, divided amonghosts, each egg sub-elliptical,
pale green-blue with brown spots, 32x24 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12 -14 days,
generally before those of the host; host chicks have no chance of survival with
cuckoo hatching 3-4 days in advance; with 6 days difference in hatching of two
cuckoo chicks in a single nest, one is bound to die. Chicks altricial and nidicolous,
fed by the host, leaving nest at 16-21 days and able to fly at 20-26 days.
Distribution and abundance: A local summer visitor to Zagros Mountains,
recorded from Kordestan east to central Fars. Records beyond known range in
Tehran area need verification.

Conservation status: Listedinprotectedspecies oflranandis of conservation
values.

el o il £V B DAL (53,58 g e il ¥Y B YA o1 Jsb 1 g 2B clouS g
A8 g JStiod olo g 5l Wil p3 g 0ded liie (asedie JUTL wincidyy oSS
e 8l St Ly 355 S 35 (gloys (g5 SIS W55 it Lusd i
5 Ll (g5) 0325 41 (loly8 s oaSI b oo (£ 0uSL (cloged g 5 0y (25
S 9ok B S5y 4 23 ol s g (sl S (ppiman D98 oo 033 ol
25 Sy g Al 2Vl (5% glS cly At s (o (sl sl @) o sl
ol g olew (ST Jlite ¢ yy) oy loouiir 93 Al 9.5 o0 0493 Ao A5 9 (2190 Ll
9 Ll (9 iy sl yialigS’ JSIS g ol yoo S 3B WL B3y 53 ity (6 ST gloge
O ol e it ol el )3 5 (ployS adsl (gl yald 5398 o 0203 ol 4y oo 3
S5 J g olo bz el gloged (S5 Waglay (e (A5 9 dais 955 43958 Al (2L
o Jg 58l ) 3 anly s (SlaeS29 o ol 22 5 A5 o0 S5 4 9% <lijee
300 901, Llly 5 Ll

el ol slal5 3 il o odass o ol (SiSaass (5 31§ S 129
SladSia dppliwnngS 5l 40035 o oSt i 2]y S5l comiomon 9 £l g g5 U 2
Sl (Sg3io (Slokiy g o 043 Wyl g oy 13 i3 (IS NS oo (69 a2V 5 o510
ot § 0952 (831932 294800 0203 (2o (o )2 0329 41) S8 (sladiod 1> (2 Iy
Slag)Y 5 lan)S £39) 00 0l) (30) 69y b 9 WS (o0 Jlg i 9 (S 3 Sladd LS (e 3305
) leSloxtas g oSy pr daSmgs ol julas din iy Sl (o 58 jlordyy
3l 5 ol gyl g pusain S5 298 0n JET C2s055 Bl T Copglegr NS on o
@ Bl ol gl s SIS0l dilaie )3 ldhjre slaeiled] 6515 4 (S 9018
4t s 48 Sliwe Bl o35 )3 5555 48 956 oyl el g pluo 9 €I 039
Wi 5 i3 Sp2 9 5 oo Slgy b b Wl o sl il (glio bl oy JulS o 055
O 2 55 4 b Sy 2 9 Sy o3l 815y loj cl 3 9 WS oo il 25 4]y g g
93 5 <SG )38 oo (e alsl 3 a8 455 S o (il 4 ole 535 Yoo )88 e ailusl
5199 L U S o g g 42 Sl 1) (lisze 059 & da 25 5 ot (25 (055
@ o (635 U Bl (ot doi I o 055 YF U iS5 VA Lawsgio yobo s (¢ pgldngn
FYAXYE ol g (52818 b (3 (closad S5 a2 o Sl L «S558 (ol s S,
OB 059 3l (e sladrg 1 dg5 el g 5o, WY (b3 6558 cgn )i oo yita e
ol (o> e slodz 9> S oy G335, o U i 4y alold (] 519395 o
Sl oI5l 59y (2 3l e 42 L3l G 13 6558 055 93 05 Sl Aluold ST prizen
4 daly 435 (glys 5 I el i 92 0 555 a9 sals Spo s peSe 9
g ik g g yide S0 g lho b (e claare o ali L g cul (e
13405 o ol | el 005 oo (i (g5 (i) g 015 o il 365 4y oo
S o g (Sigy VP 2930 0 9 S5, el (S0, YV B VP

08 el B S il 31 0 ST5 8 (2189 39 336 )38 el Syl 8 g ST 5
Dyl gy gy & Lo AT ol 04 033 (13,5 puo Cygeo &y )y Bl e
sbles uﬁ‘:)’)l &b 9 o)b 8 Olﬁl 505 Coles Olf_\s)i Cowypd ) wwbles w,

aepinon) :Apwe4

Ncdi<e : chcho)

SOWIOYINANY :48PIO



Family: Cuculidae

(29595 : aslgilas

Order: Cuculiformes
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Oxylophus jacobinus  ,lasU 4595
Jacobin Cuckoo
P29 (59210358 1635 (9805 SV 2 S 3

X P

Morphological characteristics: 31-33 cm length and 45-50 cm wing-
span. A slender and rather small cuckoo with spiky crest on nape, black
upperparts, and pale cream-bufl underparts. Sexes similar with no seasonal
variation. Black of cap in adult reaches to below eye; upperparts and flight-
feathers glossy black, underparts, under wing-coverts and side of neck pale
cream-buff, and tail long and wedge-shaped, black with contrasting white tip.
In flight, distinct white patch at base of primaries and obvious white tips to
tail-feathers best visible when seen from below: Juvenile like adult but crest
shorter, upperparts bronze-brown instead of black, underparts off-white, and
white patch on base of primaries and white on tail tip reduced.

Biological characteristics: A noisy inhabitant of thorny bush in acacia
woodland, scrub in open well-wooded country, riverine forest, thickets in
swamps, plantations, groves, and gardens in semi-arid regions. Often seen
in small flocks, moving agilely among branches of trees and bush; moves
by hopping on ground. Feeds on or near ground on caterpillars, beetles,
ants, termites, and other arthropods. A brood-parasite, laying eggs in nest of
babblers (especially Turdoides), bulbuls Pycnonotus, and shrikes Lanius. Laying
starts June. To attract host, male sings loudly near nest, while female slips in
to lay egg in unattended nest of host. Lays about 25 light blue eggs in one
breeding season, without streaks or with variable spots, 23.9x16.8 mm in
size. Eggs hatch after 11-13 days. Chicks altricial and nidicolous, fed by host.
Chicks fledge at 17 days, but fed by host for a further 2 weeks.

Distribution and abundance: Recorded and collected in small numbers in
gardens and riverine scrub along Rud-e Kiagur and Rud-e Bampur in northern
and eastern Bampur Basin (Sistan-Baluchestan); recently recorded in Minab
and Kish Island. probably birds breeding northern India and Pakistan spend
winter in Africa and these may occasionally visit Iran on migration.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Cuculus saturatus
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Oriental Cuckoo (Himalayan Cuckoo)
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Morphological characteristics: 30-32 cmlength and S1-57 cm wing-span.
A medium-sized cuckoo, very similar to Common Cuckoo C. canorus. Sexes
similar with no seasonal variation. Adult male very difhicult to distinguish from
adult of Common Cuckoo, best separated by distinct monotone Hoopoe-like
po-po-po-po calls. Compared with Common Cuckoo, male shows greyer breast,
darker blue upperparts and wings, and paler head. Also underparts (especially
under tail-coverts) more yellow and buff, with broader and sparser barring that
extends over thighs and vent. Under tail-coverts heavily blotched black (not
finely barred). Adult female shows two distinct morphs: grey morph separated

from male and female of Common Cuckoo by buffier face and larger spots on
face and breast, rufous morph with upperparts, breast, inner wing-coverts, rump,
and tail barred broader and blacker than female of Common Cuckoo. Also, base
of lower mandible yellower and legs and feet reddish orange. Juvenile occurs in
both grey and rufous types, with barring on underparts (especially on side of
breast) bolder than in juvenile of Common Cuckoo.

Biological characteristics: Inhabits denser forests than Common Cuckoo,
found in coniferous, broad-leaved, or mixed forests, river-side willows, and
orchards; prefers remote quiet regions. Shy and wary, solitary and territorial when
breeding. Outside breeding season, solitary or in pairs, forming small groups
when food abundant. Feeds mostly on large insects and larvae, taking them from
ground or on bush or tree. Behaviour very similar to Common Cuckoo.
Distribution and abundance: One male specimen collected by Zarudny in
Aprilin Pish Robatin the Harir Rud valley (Khorasan),and another one observed
in September near Sadaki (Sistan-Baluchestan), both in 1898. No recent verified
record available; probably due to high similarity with Common Cuckoo, birds in
eastern Iran are not precisely identified.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Cuculidae

(29595 : aslgila

Cuculiformes

Order
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Cuculus canorus
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Morphological characteristics: 32-34 cm length and 55-60 em wing-span. A
medium-sized cuckoo with slender body, pointed wings, long tail with rounded tip,
and small decurved bill. Sexes slightly dissimilar with no seasonal variation. Adult male
uniform sooty-grey on head, neck, upperparts, upperwing, and breast; belly to under
tail-coverts and under wing-coverts white with narrow black-brown barring, tail black
with small white feather-tips. Bill black with yellow base to lower mandible. Female
oceurs in two morphs: grey morph (more common) similar to male but has buff or
rufous suffusion to white and grey of throat and breast, and rufous (‘"hepatic’) morph,
with head, upperparts, upperwing, tail, and breast entirely barred rufous and black,
especially rump appearing uniform fiery rufous in flight. Juvenile rather intermediate
between both morphs of female: head, upperparts, upperwing, and tail dull grey to
brown, side ofhead, throat, and breast buff-white with black bars, belly to undertail white
with black bars; differs always from adult by patch of white feathers on nape.
Biological characteristics: Favours marshland, reed-beds, open forest, forest edge,
gardens, montane scrub at tree-line, and open country with scrub and trees. Usually
solitary, but in breeding season keeps contact with other cuckoos by frequent calling.
Flight straight and direct, with rapid shallow; sometimes irregular, wing-beats. Feeds
almost entirely on insects, especially caterpillars, larvae, and beetles, taken from ground,
leaves, or branches after watching from perch. Breeding starts late May. Monogamous,
but polygyny and polyandry also possible. On breeding grounds, gather in groups of
some birds when food abundant. A brood-parasite; hosts include accentors warblers,
pipits, wagtails, and chats Erithacus and Phoenicurus. Female searches for nest of potential
host from perch or while gliding silently through tree or scrub, but sometimes while
soaring high up in air in more open country; laying egg rapidly in nest of host when
unattended, and discarding a number ofhost eggs and chicks. Two female cuckoos may
lay in a single nest. About 8-12, up to 25, eggs are laid by one female in one breeding
season; eggs sub-elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy, white with varying shade of grey,
green, blue, brown, orred, with red-brown, brown, grey, or black spots, 22.7 x169 mmin
size. Each female prefers a specified host, to which her eggs are adapted; egg thus highly
variable in colour and spotting in Cuckoos generally, but not in single female, as her eggs
resemble those of preferred host. Eggs hatch after 11-13 days, cuckoo eggusually hatches
before eggs ofhost. Within 8-10 hours after hatching, nestling cuckoo starts to eject eggs
oryoung ofhost from nest, sometimes falling out accidentally; whole nest cleared in 3-4
hours (up to 3 days). Chicks altricial, cared for and fed by host; fledge or grow out of nest
at 13-21 days, but still fed by hosts for a further 14-42 days.

Distribution and abundance: A common summer visitor to northern Iran,
Zagros, Kerman highlands, and highlands of northern Baluchestan; also a widespread
passage migrant.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.

Common Cuckoo
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