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2. Elliptical
3. Subelliptical
4. Oval
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6. Spherical
7. Biconical
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2. Species Survival Commission

3. International Union for Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources
4. Extinct
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6. Endangered

7. Vulnerable
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10. Least Concern
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Gavia stellata
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Red-throated Diver
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Morphological characteristics: 53-69 cm length and 106-116 cm wing-
span. A small diver with long thin bill with lower mandible curved upwards and
upper mandible straight. Sexes similar with strong seasonal variation. Breeding
adult with a dull red patch on foreneck, dark grey head and sides of neck with
narrow black and white stripes on back of head and neck, wholly dark grey
upperparts, white underparts, and grey flanks and under tail-coverts. In winter
with light grey upperparts finely spotted white, white lower face and neck with
narrow grey stripe on nape, white underparts, and grey flanks and under tail-
coverts; no red on throat. Juvenile similar to non-breeding adult except for duller
and browner mantle with fewer spots, darker neck, and white underparts with
brown spots.

Biological characteristics: Prefers coastal regions especially shallow sandy
bays, more seldom in inlets. Usually in small scattered flocks on sea in winter,
though solitary individuals and pairs not infrequent. Swims calmly with head
and bill held up. Rises from water surface by running and uneven wing-beats.
Flight fast and straight with rapid wing-beats, flies with head and neck a little
lower than body looking hunchbacked. Turns over on sides or even completely
on back when bathing or preening. When in danger, immerses whole body in
water and keeps head and bill outside. Feeds by diving into water and chasing
fish with fast movements forward. Other food sources include fish eggs, frogs,
crustaceans, mollusks, aquatic insects, and worms.

Distribution and abundance: In winter, mostly seen in small number along
the Caspian coasts. Recently recorded in Daneshmand wetland of Turkaman
Steppes.

Conservation status: Listed in protected species of Iran and is of
conservation values.
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Family:Gaviidae
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Order: Gaviiformes
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Gavia arctica
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Black-throated Diver
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Morphological characteristics: 58-73 cm length and 110-130 cm wing-
span. Medium-sized and bulkier than Red-throated Diver G. stellata, with more
elongate body and larger and broader head. Bill black, sharply pointed, lower
mandible less upcurved than in Red-throated. Sexes similar with seasonal
variation. Breeding adult with black foreneck, grey cap and nape, narrow black
and white stripes on sides of neck, black upperparts and upperwing with
contrasting white spots, and white underparts. In winter, shows wholly dark
brown-grey crown and upperparts (but upperwing black with white spots),
white underparts, grey bill, and a distinct white patch on flanks. Juvenile similar
to non-breeding adult except for browner upperparts, light grey bill, and grey
feather margins which appear as scales.

Biological characteristics: Prefers coastal waters and lakes. Occurs singly,
in pairs or small flocks in winter. Swims slowly, often holding head above water
surface. Takes off from water surface by running and fast uneven wing-beats.
Flight fast and straight with rapid wing-beats. Flies with head and neck a little
lower than body, looking hunchbacked. When bathing or preening, turns
over on sides or even completely on back; immerses whole body in water
when in danger, keeping head and bill outside. Feeds mainly on fish, preys by
diving 3-6 m into water; able to remain about 45 seconds underwater. Seldom
also feeds on frogs, invertebrates, and plant material.

Distribution and abundance: A scarce winter visitor to Iran, occurring in
small numbers along the south Caspian coasts from early November to mid-
April. Also, one record in Ulmagol wetland of Turkaman Steppes and at sea,
off Jask (Hormozgan) in January 2009.

Conservation status: Listed in protected species of Iran and is of conservation
values.




Tachybaptus ruficollis
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Little Grebe
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Morphological characteristics: 25-29 cm length and 40-45 cm wing-
span. The smallest member of Podicipedidae family, with short, stout bill, and
short neck; with dumpy white blunt-ended body and no tail. Sexes similar
with marked seasonal variation. Breeding adult in spring and summer has
black-brown upperparts with paler underparts; chestnut cheek, throat, and
foreneck, and bright yellow-green patch at base of bill. Non-breeding adult has
dull brown crown, hindneck, and upperparts, white chin, and buff-brown rest
ofbody. Juvenile with crown and upperparts dark brown, side ofhead and neck
variably dark to buff-brown with white chin.

Biological characteristics: Prefers lakes and slow-flowing rivers, with dense
growth of submerged aquatic plants, open waters, and estuaries. Usually not
highly gregarious, solitary outside breeding season, or in scattered pairs or small
loose parties. Generally not eager to fly and when alarmed, quickly and quietly
dives or flies anxiously only for short distances before landing again. Chiefly
feeds on insects and larvae, mollusks, crustaceans, amphibian larvae, and small
fish by diving to 1-2 m depths with average submergence time of 10-25 seconds.
Breeding starts April to late June. Monogamous and highly territorial. Nest a
floating platform of water weeds anchored to submerged vegetation. Usual
clutch 4-6, often 2-7 and seldom up to 10, elliptical to sub-elliptical smooth and
white eggs, 37.8x26.2 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 19-25 days. Chicks downy
and precocial, usually cared for food by male, while female lays second or third
clutch. Chicks become independent at 42 days.

Distribution and abundance: Resident at wetlands throughout northern,
north-western, western, and southern Iran; winter visitor in the centre, east,
northeast, and southeast, breeding at Hamun wetland and a small part of
south-eastern coast of Iran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Podicipedidae
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Order: Podicipediformes
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Podiceps grisegena
Red-necked Grebe
4oy 3 e 19900 Jo (520958 4 (36358 UL (o2 S35

o5
25
15
5
o

Morphological characteristics: 40-50 cm length and 77-85 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized bird with thick neck and large cone-like head. Sexes
similar with some seasonal variation. In breeding season, adult with black
crown ending in two small crests at the back of head, light grey cheeks with
white edge, chestnut-red foreneck, dark brown nape and upperparts, yellow
bill-base, and whitish underparts with brown lines and spots. In winter, with
dingy whitish grey general body colour, distinguished by dark neck, yellow-
based bill and dark cap also covering the eyes. Juvenile like adult in spring
and summer but striped black on chin and cheeks; yellow bill-base poorly
defined.

Biological characteristics: Prefers open lakes, estuaries, and sheltered
coastal waters. Outside breeding season, frequently single or in pairs, or in
small loose flocks. Often hides in vegetation. Feeds mainly on invertebrates,
especially aquatic or terrestrial insects and their larvae, rarely on fish. Feeds

T 9255 S

either by diving orimmersing head into water. Breeding starts early May to late
September. Monogamous and territorial. Nest a cone-like massive structure
of surface-floating plant material attached to aquatic plants. Usual clutch 4-5,
and seldom 2-7, long elliptical to sub-elliptical smooth white eggs, 34.9x50.6
mm in size. Eggs hatch after 22-25 days. Chicks, downy and precocial, may
sit on the back of one parent, while being fed by the other. Fledging period
72 days.

Distribution and abundance: A winter visitor, in small numbers, to
the south Caspian coast; a very scarce and local breeding bird in Azarbaijan.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Podiceps cristatus
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Great Crested Grebe
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Morphological characteristics: 46-51 cm length and 85-90 cm wing-span.
The largest grebe in Iran, with long neck and pink dagger-like bill. Sexes similar with
marked seasonal variation. Breeding adult can be recognized from other grebes
by black crest, chestnut and black tippets, white face, brown upperparts, and silky
white foreneck and rest of underparts. In winter, tippets are lost and crest reduced.
Distinguished from Red-necked Grebe P grisegena by clear white supercilium, pink
bill, and slender neck. Juvenile with black-brown stripes on cheeks and neck.
Biological characteristics: Generally prefers open waters, estuaries, and
shallow sheltered bays. Usually seen in scattered parties; seldom seen in flight.
Flight takes a lot of effort and take-off requires running. Good swimmer.
When alarmed, gently or with a quick jump dives into water and swims to
another area until it reaches a safe place or gets far from the threat. Mainly
feeds on fish, sometimes aquatic invertebrates, by diving to 2-4 m depths with
average submergence time less than 30 seconds in open waters without dense
vegetation cover. Breeding starts April and lasts until end of July. Monogamous
and territorial. Nests well dispersed (sometimes in colonies) and built with heap
of aquatic vegetation including Phragmites, Typha, and Salix. Usual clutch 4,
sometimes 3-6, narrow oval, chalk white eggs, 54.8x36.7 mm in size. Occurrence
of 7 or more eggs can be a sign of two females havinglaid in one nest. Eggs hatch
after 25-29 days. Chicks downy and precocial. Chicks take a ride on back of one
parent and are fed by the other. Fledging period 71-79 days.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common breeding bird in the
principal wetlands in northern, north-western, central, and eastern Iran. An
abundant winter visitor to the south Caspian region, Fars, and also reaching
the south coast.
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Order: Podicipediformes
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Podiceps auritus — yJawmigS s
Horned Grebe (Slavonian Grebe)
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Morphological characteristics: 31-38 cm length and 59-65 cm wing-
span. A rather small grebe, with flat crown, thick neck, and small short bill. Sexes
similar with some seasonal variation. Breeding adult distinguished by bright
golden stripes extending above eyes backwards to black nape. Also with dark
chestnut neck, breast, and flanks and black-brown upperparts. In winter, adult
distinguished by black cap which forms a sharp border with white side of head,
and by whiter side of neck, and a white spot at tip of bill. Juvenile similar to non-
breeding adult, but upperparts sometimes browner and black-and-white pattern
on head and neck sometimes less sharply defined.

Biological characteristics: Prefers coastal waters, sheltered estuaries and
open lakes. Not highly gregarious. Outside breeding season, birds mainly single,
in pairs, or in small parties. Like other grebes, rises from water surface with
difficulty, running on water for long distance before flying. Flight powerful and
straight with rapid wing-beats. A skillful swimmer and, unlike other grebes, does
not avoid turbulent waters. Feeds by diving into shallow waters, usually staying
submerged for about 7-25 seconds. Feeds mainly on arthropods, especially
insects and their larva, and fish.

Distribution and abundance: A winter visitor in small numbers towetlands
of the south Caspian coasts. Recorded in Torbat-e Jam (Khorasan), Hamun
(Sistan - Baluchestan), and Bandar Abbas.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Podiceps nigricollis
Black-necked Grebe
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Morphological characteristics: 28-34 cm length and 56-60 cm wing-
span. A small grebe, with small, rounded head, markedly steep forecrown and
elongated crown, relatively thick neck, and slim, uptilted bill. Sexes similar with
seasonal variation. Breeding adult can be easily recognized by glossy black
head, relieved by sprays of golden ear tufts falling from behind eyes and curving
downward over rear ear-coverts; neck, upper breast, and whole upperparts
black. Underparts mainly white, with chestnut flanks. In winter, dark grey above
and white below; lower face and throat white, usually contrasting with dusky
wash over foreneck. Similar in winter to Horned Grebe P auritus, but black of
cap reaches to below eye and not sharply defined form white throat. Juvenile like
adultin winter but browner, with duskier cheeks, buff tinge to side of upper neck
and broad dusky collar above breast.

Biological characteristics: Prefersopenlakes, sheltered estuaries,and coastal
waters. Gregarious, sometimes solitary but often in flocks outside breeding
season. A good swimmer, dives to a depth of S m for 10-50 seconds. Mainly
feeds on insects, larvae, mollusks, crustaceans, amphibians, and small fish. Food
collected in shallow waters or on surface with quick right and left movements
of head. Breeding starts mid-April in colonies with up to several hundred nests
and often associates with colonies of Gulls Larus, Terns Sterna, and other aquatic
birds. Nest made in shallow plentifully vegetated and highly productive waters,
including freshwater marshes and lakes with dispersed submerged vegetation
and patches of reeds and other sheltered locations. Usual clutch 3-5, seldom 2-8,
elliptical or sub-elliptical, smooth chalky white eggs, 43.1x29.7 mm in size. Eggs
hatch after 20-21 days. Chicks downy and precocial, cared for by both parents
for 21 days. Usually two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: Breeds in small numbers in wetlands in
north-western Iran, west and occasionally also in Fars province. Common in
winter in wetlands of the south Caspian region and southern Iran.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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35: 0313 Family: Procellariidae

L) sloy

Order: Procellariiformes
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Cory's Shearwater (Cape Verde Shearwater)
lyatzde (ol 030555 1638 o e ysS 3o €3S

45
80
15

o

Morphological characteristics: 45-46 cm length and 105-125 cm wing-
span. A bulky bird with extended wings considerably curved in carpal joints,

large head, and long and pale powerful bill. Sexes similar with no seasonal
variation. Adult shows greyish brown upperparts, darker upperwing and tail-
feathers and whitish upper tail-coverts. Underparts wholly white with dark
brown wing edge. Sides of head, breast, and neck dingy grey. Differs from
most other shearwaters by pale yellowish pink bill with a dark patch near tip.
Juvenile inseparable.

Biological characteristics: An aquatic bird, preferring warm surface
waters at places were colder water from the depth is upwelling. May follow
ships in rather large flocks. Flight powerful and slow; alternating wing-beats in
upward flight by long motionless soaring just above water surface. Feeds on
fish, cephalopods, crabs, animal carrion, and prey of other birds.
Distribution and abundance: A wanderer of this species was recorded on
April 1972 in Chabahar. Perhaps more frequent in Baluchestan when moving
from winter grounds in northern and western Indian Ocean to breeding
colonies in Mediterranean Sea, but no other record of this species available.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Puffinus pacificus
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Wedge-tailed Shearwater
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Morphological characteristics: 41-46 cm length and 97-104 cm wing-
span. A large shearwater with elongated thin head and body and along wedge-
shaped tail with sharp tip. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Upperparts
chocolate-brown with black primaries and tail, but underparts variable,
two morphs being distinguishable: a dark morph in which underparts are

similar to upperparts, the whole bird being black-brown or grey-brown; and
a pale morph in which underparts are white and contrast strongly with the
dark upperparts, resembling Cory’s Shearwater Calonectris diomedea, only
differentiable by its slimmer head and body and grey bill. No data available
on juvenile morphology.

Biological characteristics: Prefers open sea and warm coastal waters.
Sometimes seen with other sea-bird around fishing ships or above large
groups of fish or dolphins. Flight with slow stiff wing-beats and short glides,
flapping more quickly during storms. Feeds mainly on fishes, cephalopod,
and crustaceans, feeding either by diving or by searching water surface in flight
orwhen swimming,

Distribution and abundance: Seen as a wanderer offshore in Oman Sea
in early June 1969, and some wanderers in the Strait of Hormoz in September
1976.No other records available.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Persian Shearwater
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Morphological characteristics: 29-31 cm length and 70-73 ¢m wing-
span. A small bird with a rather long tail. Sexes similar with no seasonal
variation. Brown on upperparts and white on underparts, easily separated
from other shearwaters because the white of cheeks extends well to above the
eye. Bill black and feet dark flesh-red. Juvenile inseparable.

Biological characteristics: Prefers warmer water of open sea, frequently
seen in flocks with other sea-birds around fishing ships. Flies with quick stiff
wing-beats and short glides close to water surface. Feeds mainly on fishes,
cephalopods, and crabs, often by diving. Monogamous. Nests on offshore
islands or reefs, laying in holes on the ground or in fissure of cliffs and between
rocks, often in colonies. Usual clutch a single white egg, 52x36 mm in size.
Egg hatches after SO days. Chick downy and altricial. Independent in 70 days.
Distribution and abundance: A common visitor to the Persian Gulf
coasts and the Strait of Hormoz from autumn to spring, infrequently observed
close inshore in summer. Probably breeds on islands of the Persian Gulf.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species. Nevertheless, the world distribution of this species is quite
small, as it is virtually restricted to islands in the Persian Gulf and off Oman;
the few known breeding colonies are highly vulnerable to predation by stray
rats, cats, or dogs, and the underground nests are easily trampled by human
visitors.
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Puffinus griseus
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Sooty Shearwater

Morphological characteristics:40-50 cm length and 95-110 cm wing-
span. A large sea-bird with long bill and fairly small head. Sexes similar with
no seasonal variation. Plumage totally dark in poor light but sooty-brown
in proper light. Long and narrow pointed wings are held stiffly out, with
straight wrists. A silvery-grey patch on underwing may show at long distance,
suddenly appearing if bird tilts over during flight. Tail short with square or
slightly rounded tip. Juvenile inseparable.

Biological characteristics: Prefers cold pelagic waters of the southern
hemisphere, migrating outside breeding season towards arctic waters, spoiling
little time in warmer tropical and subtropical seas on passage. Flight fast and
straight, like other shearwaters, staying low above water and capable of flying
in severe storms. Dives skillfully, capable of swimming meters-deep under
water. Mainly feeds on cephalopods, crustaceans, and fishes by shallow dives
or from surface. Sometimes follows whales to feed on regurgitated or excreted
food material, especially crustaceans and squids; or on fish and crustaceans
brought to surface by their movement.

Distribution and abundance: An individual of this species was found
saturated with oil in June 2008 in Bandar Abbas and was registered as the first
observation in Iran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Wilson's Storm Petrel (Wilson's Petrel)
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Morphological characteristics: 15-19 cm length and 38-42 cm
wing-span. A small sea-bird with mainly sooty-black upperparts, browner
underparts, and a contrasting white patch on rump which extends to rear part
of flanks. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Black legs long, projecting
beyond the square tail when stretched during flight. Juvenile inseparable.
Biological characteristics: Avoids oceanic waters; prefers offshore waters,
especially where cold currents come to surface and mix with warmer inshore
waters, causing bloom of plankton. Rarely seen diving or swimming, mostly
hovers just above water with its legs dangling downwards, picking tiny food
particles from sea surface, using feet as anchor during strong winds. Feeds
on organic pieces left from fishing ships, crustaceans and, to lesser extent, on
small fish, mollusks, and cephalopods.

Distribution and abundance: A regular non-breeding visitor in small
numbers to the Persian Gulf and Strait of Hormoz, occasionally seen close
inshore.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Phaethon aethereus
Red-billed Tropicbird
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Morphological characteristics: 90-105 cmlength (halfofwhichisdue to
elongated central tail-feathers) and 100-110 cm wing-span. A white medium-
sized sea-bird with greatly elongated tail-streamers. Sexes similar with no

seasonal variation. Predominantly white with wide black eye-stripe extended
from eye to the nape, narrow pointed wings with black outer primaries which
gradually become white inwards, reddish orange bill and white tail with two
white elongated central tail-feathers, about 50 cm long. Legs short and set far
at rear, walks with difficulty. Juvenile with yellow bill and short tail with black
feather-tips; central pair not elonagetd.

Biological characteristics: Pelagic and often seen individually in offshore
waters. A curious, perky bird, attracted to ships. Flight powerful and direct,
impression of speed enhanced by long trailing central tail-feathers. Flies above
water surface, suddenly diving into water to catch prey after a little hovering.
Mainly feeds on fish. Breeding usually starts March to April, but the interval
between two breeding periods is 9-12 months; breeding might be recorded
in any month. Monogamous and colonial, usually in loose groups. Nest a
depression on ground in fissures in rock faces, or under boulders in rocky or
stony offshore islands. Usual clutch a single oval dull white egg, 65x45 mm in
size. Egg hatches after 42-44 days. Chick downy and semi-altricial, dependent
on parents for food, which consists of partially-digested regurgitated material.
Independent after 80-90 (-110) days.

Distribution and abundance: A scarce resident of the Persian Gulf
and the Strait of Hormoz, breeding at Hormoz on

a few small islands. Also two observations at sea off

Chabaharin 1970s.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global
or national protected species.
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Family: Pelecanidae
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Order: Pelecaniformes
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Pelecanus onocrotalus

White Pelican
905 s a5 90— e A VS s SV 45 1065,5 55855 5

Morphological characteristics: 140-175 cm length and 270-360 cm wing-
span. Alarge white pelican with long bill and large yellow pouch. Sexes similar with
little seasonal variation. Breeding bird tinged pink on white body. Shows elongated
lanceolate feathers at back of head, a fully feathered V-shape on forehead. During
flight, black primaries and secondaries contrast strongly with remainder of wing
on both upperside and underside. Feet fleshy red and eyes red. Juvenile, brown at
first, gradually turns dingy white but still mottled with scattered brown spots on
body surface.

Biological characteristics: Usually prefers large and shallow fresh open water
of wetlands and large rivers, deltas, and more rarely on brackish or saline lagoons,
bays, and coasts. Gregarious at all seasons. Flies with head and neck retracted over
body, moving with powerful wing-beats alternated with short glides. Although big
in size, spends much time in flight. Often moves by soaring in warm air currents to
visit feeding grounds or on migration, often at altitudes of several hundred meters.
Feeds only on fish, fishing often in groups by forming a semicircle with open side
forward and leading fish to the shallow water near shore. Breeding starts early
May in colonies. Monogamous. Nest a massive pile of reed, twigs, and branches,
sometimes with feathers as inner lining, built in dense vegetation, on islands, or in
reed-beds, more rarely quite open in fields or on ledges. Usual clutch 2, sometimes
3 and seldom 4 or § eggs, long elliptical to long sub-elliptical, 97.1x61.4 mm in
size. Eggs hatch after 29-30 days. Chicks altricial and nidicolous. Parents fly
distances up to 10-50 km long between nesting and feeding grounds. Chicks fed
on regurgitated liquid for about 14 days, gradually turn to fishes of up to 500 gr,
putting head into parent’s pouch. Leave nest after 20-30 days and congregate into
flocks along with other chicks. Able to swim and fish after 55 days. Independent
after 65-70 days.

Distribution and abundance: A breeding visitor to Urumiyeh and Tashk
lakes, formerly also locally in Khuzestan and Sistan, and a regular winter visitor,
in small numbers, to wetlands of Khuzestan, Fars, and Sistan. Also seen in small
number as winter passage migrants around southern Caspian coasts. A few non-
breeding birds (especially juveniles) may stay in wetlands of Khuzestan and Fars
during summer.

Conservation status: Listed in protected species of Iran and is of conservation
values.
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