Family: Sylviidae

oG : asl3d

Order: Passeriformes
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Upcher's Warbler
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Morphological characteristics: 14-15 cm length and 20-23 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized warbler very similar to Eastern Olivaceous Warbler H.
pallida but relatively bulkier, with rounder crown and longer wing, bill, and
legs, and broader and longer tail. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation.
Adult shows narrow pale supercilium extending to just behind eye. Crown,
nape, and upperparts almost pure grey. Fringes of secondaries and tertials
paler grey, forming an indistinct pale wing-panel, contrasting with blackish
tail and primaries. Underparts dull white, tinged cream on breast, flanks, and
under tail-coverts. Upper mandible grey-horn, lower mandible yellowish to
light horn, and legs slate-grey. Juvenile like adult but more buff on upperparts
and with more extensively tinged cream-buff underparts.

Biological characteristics: Prefers patches of bush and scrub in steppe,
semi-desert, and on open barren cultivated ground, favouring Zygophyllum
and saxaul. Mostly solitary or in pairs on wintering grounds; territorial in late
winter. Flight heavier and slower than Eastern Olivaceous Warbler; when
perched, sways tail, fanning and circular waving (not down like Eastern
Olivaceous Warbler and not upwards like Booted Warbler H. caligata). Feeds
mostly on invertebrates, forages chiefly within trees and bushes. Breeding
starts mid-April. Monogamous. Nest a neat rounded cup of grasses, stems,
and plant down, lined with plant down, flowers, and hair, placed in bush and
low tree. Usual clutch 4-5, sometimes 3, sub-elliptical smooth and glossy eggs,
pale pink, sparsely spotted grey or blackish, 18.9 x13.6 mm in size. Eggs hatch
after 13-14 days. Chicks altricial and nidicolous. Fledging period 11-12 days.
Distribution and abundance: A widespread summer visitor in small
or moderate numbers to southern and western Iran, occurring from north-
western Azarbaijan to eastern Baluchestan. Breeds locally in north-eastern
Khorasan and Semnan. Fairly common and widespread on passage in spring
and autumn in the south and east, but rare in the south Caspian region.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Hippolais icterina 3, (& 45 S

Icterine Warbler
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Morphological characteristics: 12-13.5 cm length and 20.5-24 cm wing-
span. A bulky medium-sized warbler, olive-green and yellow in colour. Sexes
similar with little seasonal variation. Adult shows short yellow supercilium,
broader in front of eye. Feathers of crown often peaked in excitement, tail rather
short. Crown, nape, and upperparts light olive-green. Wings long and also olive-
green, with tips of flight-feathers reaching upper tail-coverts when folded. Broad
yellow outer fringes of secondaries and tertials form pale panel on wings. Tail
narrow and square-ended. Underparts light yellow; paler on belly and under
tail-covers, tinged olive on side of breast and flanks. Bill rather long, dark on
upper mandible and pinkish on lower mandible. Legs and toes blue-grey and
sometimes lead-grey. Juvenile not as green as adult; upperparts tinged olive-
brown, underparts pale yellow with buff tinge on flanks. Occasional birds lack
yellow pigments and are brown-grey above and white below; hardly separable
from Eastern Olivaceous Warbler H. pallida.

Biological characteristics: Prefers deciduous bush and low trees in river
valleys, along edges or in glades of woodland, in parks, fruit orchards, and
hedgerows in cultivated country. A solitary bird, territorial also outside breeding
season. Flight confident and fluid. Feeds chiefly on insects, taken from bush
and tree or in flight; in late summer, also feeds on fruits. Breeding starts late
May. Monogamous. Nest a cup of stems, grasses, leaves, rootlets, and some
wool or feathers, located in fork of tree or horizontal branch, lined with plant
down, sometimes hair and feathers, attached to supporting twigs with fine grass
loops. Usual clutch 4-5, rarely 6, sub-elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs, pale dull
purplish pink, with black spots and blotches, 18.3x13.4 mm in size. Eggs hatch
after 11-13 days. Chicks, altricial and nidicolous, leave nest in 11-15 days.
Distribution and abundance: A scarce summer visitor to Caspian forests
and gardens and orchards in Alborz; may also breed in western Zagros in
Lorestan. Also a scarce passage migrant in other parts of Iran.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national

protected species.
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Family: Sylviidae

oG : asl3d

Order: Passeriformes
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Phylloscopus trochilus

Willow Warbler
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Morphological characteristics: 10.5-11.5 cm length and 16.5-22 cm
wing-span. A small warbler, olive-green above and yellow-white below, very
similar to Common Chiffchaff P collybita, partly distinguishable by longer
wings, brown-pink or light brown legs, and broader and longer supercilium,
but best separated by call. Definite separation possible in hand based on
relative lengths of primaries 2 and 6, with primary 2 larger than primary 6
(shorter in Common Chiffchaff). Sexes similar with no seasonal variation.
Adult shows distinct yellow-white supercilium, greyish olive-green crown,
nape, and upperparts. Underparts white, tinged with lemon-yellow especially
on side of breast, flanks, and under tail-coverts. Bill brown-horn, relatively
long and pointed, with buff to yellow base to lower mandible. Juvenile slightly
darker than adult, with yellowish supercilium and underparts, buff tinge on
breast, and more olive-brown upperparts, wings, and tail.

Biological characteristics: Prefers woodlands, parks, hedgerows, orchards,
heathlands, and cleared areas starting regrowth. Solitary or in small groups in
winter. Flight light and fast, very balanced and in straight path. Feeds mainly
on insects and spiders, in autumn sometimes also on berries; food obtained
by gleaning and pecking from leaves, twigs, and branches, but often also by
hovering or flycatching,

Distribution and abundance: A common and widespread passage
migrant, more often noted in spring than in autumn. Mostly recorded from the
south Caspian region, Alborz, and Tehran, uncommon or rare in Khorasan and
Sistan-Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.



Phylloscopus collybita

Common Chiffchaff
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Morphological characteristics:
10-11 em length and 1521 em wing-
span. A relatively small warbler
very similar to Willow
Warbler P trochilus but
slightly smaller and more
compact with rounder head, stubbier
bill, noticeably shorter wings, proportionately longer
tail, and with dark brown legs; distinguishable
best by its ‘huit-call. Definite separation
possible in hand based on relative lengths
of primaries 2 and 6, with primary 2 smaller
than 6 (longer in Willow Warbler). Sexes similar with no seasonal
variation. Adult shows olive-brown crown, nape, and upperparts and
off-white underparts, turning yellow-buff on throat and breast. Unlike other
Phylloscopus species, alula black and conspicuous when wings folded. Juvenile
browner above and below:

Biological characteristics: Prefers broad-leaved and mixed lowland
woodlands of mature trees with loose canopy and variety of undergrowth, also
large parks and orchards. Often solitary or in small flocks in winter; may be
territorial. Flight fast and agile, rather jerky and fluttering, with frequent flicking
of wings and wagging of tail while perched. Feeds mainly on insects and some
nectar and fruit in autumn and winter; forages high in canopy or in bushes and
lower down in dense undergrowth. Breeding starts late April. Monogamous
or polygamous (on male and two females). Nest a domed structure of stems,
moss, leaves, and other plant material, lined with feathers, located under fallen
leaves on ground, in hollow in bank, among creepers on wall, or among twigs
low in tall vegetation or bush. Usual clutch 4-9 short sub-elliptical, smooth and
glossy eggs, white with small purple-brown to black spots, 15.1x12.1 mm in
size. Eggs hatch after 13-15 days. Chicks downy and altricial. Fledging period
12-15 days. Usually 1-2 clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A rather common summer visitor
to south Caspian forests, from, Azarbaijan to northern Khorasan, and a
common winter visitor to south Caspian region and much of southern Iran

from Khuzestan to Fars and Baluchestan. Also a spring and autumn passage
migrant almost throughout Iran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sylviidae
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Mountain Chiffchaff
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Morphological characteristics: 10-11 cm length and 15-21 cm wing-
span. A small warbler very similar to Common Chiffchaff P collybita but
distinguished by bolder and longer supercilium and grey-brown upperparts
(not olive-green). Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult shows bold
buff-white supercilium and dark eye-stripe and lore. Bill short, narrow, and
black in colour. Upperparts grey-brown with a tinge of olive on rump, wings
and tail olive-brown, underparts off-white, darker buff-brown on flanks. Tail
long and square-ended, under tail-coverts brownish white. Legs long and
dark-coloured. Juvenile warmer brown.

Biological characteristics: Prefers mountain forest at 2500-4400 m with
stands of willow; aspen, and tamarisk; outside breeding season also riverbanks,
hillsides, bush-clad valleys in desert, and tall vegetation. Flight fast and agile.
Mainly feeds on insects taken from bush, tree crown, or in flight. Breeding starts
late May. Nest a spherical structure of leaves, stems, grasses, and other plant
material, lined with hair, feathers, and plant down, located in dense shrub or
young tree, among tall grass, or on ground. Usual clutch 3-6 sub-elliptical and
smooth eggs, white with red to red-brown specks, 15.4x12 mm in size. Chicks
downy and altricial. No data available on mating system, incubation period, and
fledging period.

Distribution and abundance: A locally common summer visitor to
forests of Kaleibar Mountains in Azarbaijan; recently recorded in winter in
Hormozgan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Phylloscopus neglectus

Plain leaf Warbler (Plain willow Warbler)
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Morphological characteristics: 9-10 cm length and 12.5-16 cm wing-
span. The smallest Phylloscopus-warbler, dark-coloured and with no distinctive
sign for identification. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult shows
inconspicuous short and creamy-coloured supercilium and dark eye-stripe.
Upperparts and wings grey-brown with atinge of olive-grey to brown; rump light
brown. Underparts off-white, side of breast and flanks buff-white or brown-buff,
and underwing whitish. Bill dark brown, lighter on base of lower mandible and
legs grey to black-brown. Juvenile like adult but warmer brown on upperparts.
Biological characteristics: Prefers warm uplands, rocky slopes with
sparse shrubs, and degraded woodlands, 2000-3500 m high; descends in
winter to lower altitudes with tamarisk and acacia stands. Mostly solitary or
in pairs, but forming small flocks in autumn and winter, usually with other
Phylloscopus warblers. Behaviour similar to others in the genus and Goldcrest
Regulus regulus; very active, constantly flickering wings. Flight irregular like
Goldcrest, moving fast among bushes and trees. Feeds on insects. Breeding
starts late April. Nest a spherical structure of grass, elliptical from side view,
lined with feathers, built in short dense bush. Usual clutch 3-5 sub-elliptical,
smooth and glossy eggs, white with reddish blotches, 15.2x11.1 mm in size.
No more data available on breeding,

Distribution and abundance: A rather common summer visitor to
montane bushlands in Alborz, Kopet Dagh, Zagros, Kerman highlands, and
Taftan Mountain (Baluchestan). Also commonly winters in southern Sistan-
Baluchestan, Hormozgan, and Persian Gulf coasts west to Bushehr. Some
records available of migration in eastern Iran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sylviidae

oG : asl3d

Order: Passeriformes
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Phylloscopus orientalis

Eastern Bonelli's Warbler
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Morphological characteristics: 11-12 cm length and 17-20 cm wing-
span. A rather small warbler with long and pointed wings and long, square-
ended or slightly forked tail. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult
shows light creamy supercilium above large dark eyes. Bill light and ear-coverts
olive-brown. Most obvious characters are pallid grey-brown upperparts with
slight green tinge, which contrast with yellow rump and completely silky-white
underparts; lack of dark eye-stripe, dark eye well-contrasting with pale face, and
dark brown wing- and tail-feathers with obvious pale green-yellow outer fringes,
those of secondaries and sometimes outer greater coverts forming pale panel on
wing. Legs brown-grey. Juvenile like adult but upperparts tinged brown.
Biological characteristics: In Iran, found among poplar and willow in
scrubby oak-woodland on mountain slopes in breeding season and in scrub
in open dry steppe in winter. Solitary and territorial, mostly seen singly or in
pairs. Flight light and fluttering, like Willow Warbler P trochilus. Spends most
of its time feeding on insects and other invertebrates; foraging in tree canopy
while hovering or in flight. Breeding starts early May. Monogamous. Nest a
well-camoutflaged domed structure of grasses, leaves, and moss, lined with
finer plant material, rootlets, and hair, built on ground below grasses and fallen
leaves. Usual clutch 5-6 short elliptical to sub-elliptical, smooth and glossy
eggs, white with dark red-brown or purple-brown spots and speckles, 16x13
mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-15 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nest
in 12-13 days but cared for and fed by parents for a few more days.
Distribution and abundance: Recorded once in summer in western
Zagros near Marivan in Kordestan, where possibly a scarce summer visitor.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Phylloscopus sibilatrix

Wood Warbler
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Morphological characteristics: 11-12.5 cm length and 19.5-24 cm
wing-span. A medium-sized warbler with green and lemon-yellow plumage,
long and pointed wings, and rather short tail. Sexes similar with no seasonal
variation. Adult shows broad yellow supercilium and dark grey-green eye-
stripe. Upperparts, wings, and tail yellow-green, ear-coverts, chin, throat, and
breast lemon-yellow; contrasting with white remainder of underparts. Bill
strong and light brown in colour, with yellow lower mandible; legs yellowish
brown. Rare pale morph has white chin, throat, and breast. Juvenile like adult
but with paler upperparts, washed greyish brown.

Biological characteristics: Prefers woodlands with closed canopy and
sparse undergrowth; found in woods of beech, mixed oak and hornbeam,
sweet chestnut, or mixed clumps of conifer and broad-leaved. Mostly solitary
in winter; sometimes forms mix-species feeding flocks. Flight fluent, slow and
butterfly-like, with whirring dragonfly-like actions in display. Active and agjle,
constantly foraging for food in tree canopy. Wings relaxed and drooping when
perched, not flicking like Willow Warbler P trochilus. Feeds on insects and
other invertebrates, also on fruit and seeds in autumn; picks food items form
underside of leaves and other parts of trees and bushes, sometimes hovering
or catching insects in aerial pursuit.

Distribution and abundance: A rare passage migrant, especiallyin northern
Iran. Recorded in spring in Tehran area, Semnan, Khuzestan, southern Kerman
and Chabahar.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sylviidae

oG : asl3d

Order: Passeriformes
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Phylloscopus inoratus 3,3 § 31 Suww

Yellow-browed Warbler (Inornate Warbler)
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Morphological characteristics: 9-10.5 cm length and 14.5-20 cm wing-
span. A small warbler very similar to Hume’s Leaf Warbler P humei, almost
inseparable in worn plumage, but distinguishable in fresh plumage by greener
upperparts, whitish underparts, greener cheek, long and bolder yellow
supercilium, with flight-feathers and upper wing-coverts dark grey (not dull
grey), pink-based lower mandible, and paler pink-brown legs. Sexes similar with
little seasonal variation. Breeding adult has prominent yellow supercilium above
dark eye-stripe, turning buff behind eye. Crown greyish green with hint of paler
mid-crown stripe. Upperparts olive-green, tail dark brown with olive-green
fringes, and underparts whitish. Wing with two yellowish wing-bars, lower one
larger and more prominent. Non-breeding adult lighter above and flight- and
tail- feathers with bolder and paler fringes. Juvenile like adult but with browner
upperparts and dull white supercilium; underparts tinged grey-buff, under tail-
coverts with sandy tinge, and wing-bars yellow.

Biological characteristics: In winter, prefers deciduous broad-leaved
forest, bushland, wooded riverbanks, and orchards; avoids dense and evergreen
forests. Solitary or in pairs on breeding grounds, single or in small flocks during
migration and in winter. Flight darting and with occasional flicks of wings,
moving restlessly and with great speed through tree canopy where hard to

follow; foraging for insects and other invertebrates.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant or scarce passage migrant,
mainly in autumn, recorded in Gilan, Tehran area, Mazandaran, Semnan,
and Khorasan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Hume's Leaf Warbler
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Morphological characteristics: 9-10 cm length and 16-20 cm wing-
span. A small warbler very similar to Yellow-browed Warbler P inornatus,
almost inseparable in worn plumage, but distinguishable in fresh plumage by
pale green-grey upperparts, slight buff tinge to cheek, forepart of supercilium,
and side of breast when plumage quite freshly moulted, dull grey (not dark
grey) flight-feathers and upper wing-coverts, extensively dark base to lower
mandible, and darker brown-greylegs. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation.
Adult shows dark eye-stripe and prominent buff-white supercilium, whiter
behind eye. Crown green-grey with hint of paler mid-crown stripe, upperparts
pale greenish-grey, rump brown-grey, tail dark with olive-green fringes, and
underparts off-white. Wing with two pale wing-bars, upper one on median
coverts sometimes tinged pale green-grey and indistinct. Juvenile like adult
but browner above, with pale white supercilium, buff-tinged flanks and under
tail-coverts, and buff-white wing-bars.

Biological characteristics: In winter, prefers bushy undergrowth of open
forest, wooded riverbanks, and scrub and hedgerows amidst cultivation.
Solitary or in pairs on breeding grounds, sometimes in small flocks with other
small passerines outside breeding season. Flight darting, agile and restless;
frequently flicks wings and tail while perched. Feeds on insects and other
invertebrates in tree canopy, in bush, or among tall vegetation.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common winter visitor to Sistan-
Baluchestan and eastern Hormozgan, extending west to Bandar Abbas. Also
recorded in winter in Kerman. An autumn passage migrant to Fars and south-
eastern Iran; once collected in Khuzestan in late April.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sylviidae

oG : asl3d

Order: Passeriformes
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Phylloscopus trochiloides — jum S

Greenish Warbler
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Morphological characteristics: 9.5-10.5 cm length and 15-21 cm win-
span. A small warbler very similar to Green Warbler P, nitidus, but smaller
and with shorter bill, also lacks yellow pigments of latter on sides of head
and underparts; supercilium white, slightly tinged buff when plumage fresh,
extending to forehead. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Adult shows
grey-green crown, nape, and upperparts, dark grey wings with a short, broad
white wing-bar; a second wing bar might be present on median coverts but
is narrower, paler, and less distinct. Tail short, square-ended, and brown;
underparts dull white with pale grey wash on side of breast and flanks. Bill
slender, dusky, with contrasting pink-yellow lower mandible. Legs grey-brown.
In worn plumage in late breeding season, upperparts turn pale grey-brown,
wing-bars absent, and supercilium shorter and broken. Juvenile like adult but
browner and lighter green above.

Biological characteristics: In winter, prefers open woodland in lowlands,
forest fringes, parks, wooded riverbanks, and thickets. Territorial; solitary
outside breeding season or in family and mix-species feeding flocks. Not shy,
active and agile, mostly spends time foraging for arthropods in cover, making
it difficult to spot. Able to hover and catch flies.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant or scarce passage migrant in
northern Iran and Khorasan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Green Warbler (Green Leaf Warbler)
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Morphological characteristics: 10-11 cmlengthand 16-21 cm wing-span.
A small warbler very similar to Greenish Warbler P. trochiloides and Common
Chiffchaff P collybita, distinguished from latter by larger head, rounder crown,
longer yellow supercilium bordered below by long dark eye-stripe, yellow
underparts, bicoloured bill (upper mandible dark, lower mandible yellowish
pink), and presence of one or two pale wing-bars. Sexes similar with little seasonal
variation. Adult shows olive-green crown, nape, and upperparts, dark grey wings
with a short, broad yellow-white wing-bar; a second wing-bar might be present
on median coverts but is narrower, paler, and less distinct. Tail short, square-
ended, and brown; throat to breast pale yellow; gradually merging into white on
belly and with pale grey wash on side of breast and flanks. Legs grey-brown. In
worn plumage in late breeding season, upperparts turn pale grey-brown, wing-
bars absent, and supercilium shorter and broken. Juvenile inseparable.
Biological characteristics: Breeds in lush mountain-forest especially with
copses of poplar, maple, and birch, with ample undergrowth and in open juniper
woodland, up toscrubattree-line, inwinteralso open woodland inlowlands, forest
fringes and glades, parks, wooded riverbanks, and thickets. Territorial; solitary
outside breeding season or in family and mix-species feeding flocks. Active and
agile, mostly spends time foraging for arthropods on trees, making it difficult to
spot. Able to hover and catch flies. Breeding starts mid-April. Monogamous. Nest
aloosely built domed structure of twigs, leaves, stems, rootlets, and moss, lined
with hair and feathers, built on ground, among bushes, or in rodent hole. Usual
clutch 4-6 sub-elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy white eggs, 15.6x12.7 mm in
size. Eggs hatch after 14-16 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nest in 14-16
days, still cared for and fed by parents for alonger time.

Distribution and abundance: A common summer visitor to Kaleibar
Mountains (northern Azarbaijan), in smaller numbers also in Caspian

Forests. A fairly common migrant in spring and autumn throughout northern
and eastern Iran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.

19—

e oo YV BV el (53508 g e sl WY o Jobo 105,215 (sl 529
)b €l (e S 5 € s S s (93Lj Caalids &8 Ky SB g din S oS S
O 3125 ol g 5 4505 9 po0 Byl 99 (63,5 588 5 53 ke o355 di Aaly 42 g
) 32 &S oS (293 )l55 53,5 ps S S o s Alasly 4y (ppioman 295 0 SUSE
Sns 90565 YU Sginsd) ) 93 )lite (50 ) 45 10 948 00 394500 (S5 085 (soudz g3
CBlatiy S 15508 b Jlgs 93 b S 3925 (pizme 5 (05 42 hlo (Srgo b
o g S0 ALy 5> it Lad Ol pss Sl gl g JSKidiam 03bo g 43 3945 o0 julesio
4 0b95 (g (Ul S g s 035 (618 Ll D98 oo 0403 s (S) 459 9 ()5
Sl yedor 59 6% 2l (g (19 9 S 3B o 35 (IS D oo s Lo 2y S
3y Ao g 18 il .l (glogrd S5y &y 5 JSb x 30 ol 1 0ligS p3 .0 g0 00 Lol Slio
S ST S5y 5 boglag g e By 93 9 1S oo (s g 4 A (Sle 9 Sy
(S92 5> 893 (bl 3 03938 gy 3 e (SlogeB (5SS 4 5 b )b e
w92l g 9 216 b (Sla)ly WIS oo S5yeS (cloged 55uSE ) 4 4By slayg
2 lealle s (g3l canled WL B 098 oo yialigS g claiite
L 51,31 c o5 (slmodg oo 4y SltaungS >lgh )3 29250 092l (Sl 3 g 5 (S5 29
Soailig) &l (cbol35 ) (pizman 9 (o)l (5lo)l35 )3 STyt oSl 55 b olye i,
o 3blio )3 @Bl 5l sl )> 3 laglins 13 9 202 5 o o] i o]y (SliwnnsS
29 Sl Ggjie g g yald 298 o b sz 9 SHb el (ppioman 5 Ll Al
(P g 329 500103 SrgS (claaios > (8 pla & el o glin g2 5,99 1
9y 1) Sas8 Slogsis g Slpds am oo (IS ] 295 el Al g el ik g Sl
Sy ioman WS oo o (310 (89 1y 45 (5 (2T SlaasSidl laad i 5 oS 5.
SlSiz )3 g0l S5 L g 09,9 315 (s pglarg S oo K5 g i ) Sy Sl 50
uod (pl (sladileg, g s jog dlatel )3 39290 (LS by 13 b g SliwungS (g5 )3 39290
Bl (S b s 5 S (658 (lodgs el g el a5 3955 o0 JET s
e 9y o] 45 el i 5 ey il LS (slaabls doS 5y dmaslis s 5l 5399
Ly gy 9 S (o L g o 9 b g 28y Jlo 2 ol Sy Jlie )3 el g oy (e
5 55 & ol (605 B Blio o gt o 055 3 B o Vgmne iy o 125 90
2 o gn dalodil o Jobo & 595 V7 BV loosts o505 0138 o yio Lo V05 X VY,V lad &
|y letl (559, B VF )3 it o lly &y dtnly 0335 (s 9 33l oSS oy g 9
g o 4355 5 Cadl o (plly Lo o]l ey (0B lian Jy 25 0 S 5
el (B oy 3 5elS (oS (sledSiz Jgono ()38 a2 Slgl 3 9 ST
23 (292 (Pl SadKix )3 eSS 4 (ieen
Sy g Jod (213 13 030 9 03l Jgone 2lee

0> Y585 Cunyed 1Bl Comd

Oygeo & NS oo SIS s 35

aepiNAS :Ajlwey

IR =)

SWL0JLIasSed :1apJO

(Qh v EE e aliye (€



Family: Sylviidae

oS : a3l d

Order: Passeriformes

sl o Lo VY B Y« Ll (53,5208 g yio 3l VOB s Jsbo 16 25 (5leeS 329
535 B oolo g 5l 0lisS o 4 p3 g 31,0 (gloly iy (sledb b als g i S5 (S
5 ol s 5500y At b i 1308 g (o S S5 g5 it ) Sk
elogg el o 6 y2auS15 A g oo e el dly Aol iy 15 1 45 5 15 elgas yos S5
o8 yanS B 43550505 5 cloged Al L‘j LS sl g g sl olow ds blo (6393 3 5 Jois
9 lo ol jlite 95 o0 003 (6 ST Ll 25 9 23 105 Sl yedn 9 (Sg) 6 S B Logleg
o (Sloged yw S g Sy g el eansd W Bolo syl 0 oo 55285 Ly
Bl aole 4 aneds UL 83 5> (glogrd Sy &5 baglay g (Sgij (slogtd piiin Ay 30,8 &
lo (slogad S5y g 555508 oo S g (Sl 93,05 505 A5 05 9 (2leyd AiSg) Jg o

Do g0 0433 )5 4 JJLG d‘%@é b obow 4
oty i ol o5l iz &5 Sl sl o5 bol o e cladSi s amnt § (6o 529
23l gl i b ol Bble (o 9 bajeed deg> Sk 3 (ivren oS o
Sa9l4g2 892 1)l 3 A8 oo il S o g el 19 2948 0 003 cslin o8
gl 8)93 33 3 wailene § @y (Slo Dpdi o0 043 S8 (laded L b
e Jgad ol 33 08 o o laed L 5 S 2 (59, Iy gl 9 48 (oo 05 i 2
ot S5 395 0 e 9p0l8 LSt b g Caigendy) blsl Sl (6ygleg A (0 0335 Lnoge]
U3 dadsgr (g9, 1y )] a5 ol gy § Sutd Adgle 5 Smo (gl el 5
el Sl o g0 9 (LS p 5 SUILI) 4239y 9 S oo Ly (153 sl saed i Ly oy
B e (ool 5 i Ygono S o fuato 8,1 slaabls 4y LS G (g ik L], el &)
Slb 5 Lol Spo b (S50 13955 4 o ehuies (o (Bl (o das 055
Mad s g 58S 5 it ) hlo 50,8 oy 4y blo (logrd «cslogrd oS S5y 9959
g5 930 3 ot g ol oo Jsb 4 39 V0B V- a5 g5 238 o yta s VA5 VFA

o3 53 gblie s > ke so L3l el IS 55 lizad o J g gy YO B VF g0
SIS o o gl )90y 13 955
Ol 3 S clamsS 5 (6535 Sl Jgono (S i3 Flgl 3 9 (ST
S sl 928 (2l 2850 5 o)l Jgere 1905 2o pizmen el (B
ile oo (Bl (s Bl g )5 Sl (g (o 3 egliune] ji5 (o5
)85 )18 o g Slan 5ud Colas 5855 Cunygd p icblis Cursg

Sylvia atricapilla 8w g S

Blackcap
OF0) s 542y (545 A 163,8  age AL B2 S

Morphological characteristics: 13.5-15 cm length and 20-23 cm wing-
span. A large warbler with rather stocky build, long wings, and relatively short
tail. Sexes rather similar (except for colour of cap) with no seasonal variation.
Adult male shows black forehead and crown, extending to upper part of eye,
dark grey nape and upperparts, olive-brown wings, and sooty-black tail with
browner outer feathers. Underparts grey, flanks olive-grey, under tail-coverts and
underwing also grey, bill dull black, and legs blue-grey. Adult female similar to
male but forehead and crown red-brown, upperparts more extensively washed
olive-brown, and flanks tinged brown. Juvenile rather like adult female but
rufous above and darker below; with lighter forehead and crown which appears
black-brown or yellow-brown.

Biological characteristics: Prefers mature forests, not with too dense
shrubby undergrowth, also parklands, fruit orchards, suburbs, and even towns
with tall trees and undergrowth; avoids coniferous forests. Solitary or in small
groups outside breeding season. Flight fast and straight. Feeds mostly on insects
in breeding season, mainly picked from leaves and twigs, more on fruit at other
times. Breeding starts late April. Monogamous. Nest a finely-constructed cup of
dried grass and rootlets, built on young trees or lower branches of tall trees, lined
with plant down and hair, attached to nearby branches with some plant material.
Usual clutch S, sometimes 4-6, sub-elliptical smooth and glossy eggs, white, pale
buft, olive, or pink, spotted and blotched buff, olive, brown, red-brown, purple-
brown, or grey, 19.6x14.8 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 10-15 days. Chicks,
altricial and nidicolous, leave nest in 11-12 days but remain with parents for

another 14-21 days. In some habitats, two clutches may be laid annually.
Distribution and abundance: A common summer visitor to Caspian
forests and Kaleibar Mountains (north Azarbaijan). Also a common and
widespread passage migrant in spring and autumn. Small numbers
remain through winter in the south Caspian region and Tehran

area.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the
global or national protected species.




Sylvia borin £ b Suww
Garden Warbler
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Morphological characteristics: 13-14.5 cm length and 20-24.5 cm
wing-span. A relatively large and bulky warbler, olive brown-grey in colour;
rather featureless but differing from other plain-coloured warblers by relatively
large size and short and thick grey-based bill. Sexes similar with little seasonal
variation. Adult shows diffuse grey-buff supercilium, grey neck-side, and olive-
brown crown, nape, upperparts, and rump. Wings long, pointed, and darker
than upperparts; fringes of inner secondaries and tertials pale sandy grey. Tail
relatively long with darker feathers than rump and underparts, underparts dull
white, chin and throat tinged buff, and breast and flanks brown-buff. Bill short
and rather thick, grey with lighter lower mandible; legs grey-brown. Juvenile
like adult but more sandy or yellowish on upperparts with buff or olive-tinged
underparts.

Biological characteristics: Prefers fringes of broad-leaved or mixed
woodlands, shrubby hillsides, also shrub along riverbanks and streams. A
solitary bird outside breeding season, but might gather in small parties in
autumn, feeding on fruits. Flight fast and usually straight. Feeds mostly on
insects in breeding season, mainly picked from leaves and twigs, sometimes
by hovering and flycatching; feeds more on fruit at other times.
Distribution and abundance: A common passage migrant in spring and
autumn, especially in the north and west.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sylviidae

oG : asl3d

Order: Passeriformes
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Sylvia communis

Common Whitethroat
o PS54 (8 1605« ygg igr 11 S 5

Morphological characteristics: 13-15 cm length and 18.5-23 cm wing-
span. Amedium-sized warbler withlong and pointed wings, long tail, and peaked
crown. Sexes dissimilar with little seasonal variation. Adult male has light grey
forehead, crown, and cheek, extending below eye and nape forming a helmet.
Eye-ring narrow and white, eyes rufous-red. Upperparts brown-grey, broad
fringes of upper wing-coverts and secondaries rufous, creating warm-coloured
wing-patch. Tail long and square-ended, grey in colour with white outer feathers.
Chin and throat white, breast tinged pink, flanks and under tail-coverts tinged
buff; and rest of underparts of-white. Bill strong and yellow on base of lower
mandible; legs yellow-brown. Female similar to male but with brown eyes,
browner crown, cheek, smaller upper wing-coverts, and underparts; less white
on tail-feathers. Juvenile like adult female but more uniform brown above.
Biological characteristics: Inhabits wide range of scrubby and bushy
habitats including parklands, hedgerows and bush in cultivations, and
marshland; avoids tall closed forests and densely vegetated wetlands. Gregarious
in post-breeding period and on migration, but solitary in winter quarters. Flight
action not constant, but strong, flitting and undulating, with frequent song-
flights, accompanied by flirts and fanning of tail in top of bush after landing,
Feeds mainly on insects in breeding season, especially beetles and beetle larvae,
increasingly on fruit in late-summer, and mostly on berries on migration and
in winter. Breeding starts late April. Monogamous or polygamous (one male
and two females); territorial. Nest a quite deep and loose cup of dried grass and
rootlets, lined with plant down and hair, built in bush or shrub. Usual clutch
4-5, rarely 3-7, sub-elliptical smooth and glossy eggs, blue or light green, finely
spotted light olive-green or buff, or speckled dark grey, 18.6x13.9 mm in size.
Eggs hatch after 11-13 days. Chicks altricial and nidicolous. Fledging period 10-
12 days. Usually two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A common summer visitor in open
woodland and shrubs in Kaleibar Mountains (north Azarbaijan), northern
Alborz hillsides, and northern Khorasan uplands; also, locally on mountains
of Kerman and Baluchestan. Also a passage migrant in spring and autumn
throughout Tran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Lesser Whitethroat
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Morphological characteristics: 12.5-13.5 cm length and 16.5-20.5 em
wing-span. A small warbler, rather compact with round head and short tail; has
prominent white throat and partly white outer tail-feathers and therefore rather
similar to Common Whitethroat S. communis, but wing uniform grey, without
patch of buffor rufous. Sexes greatly similar with no seasonal variation. Adult has
grey head; black-brown lore and ear-coverts create an indistinct dark mask. Eyes
grey-brown and eye-ring whitish. Upperparts dull brown, wings dark brown-
grey, and nape, rump, and upper tail-coverts grey, tail also dark brown-grey
with white outer feathers. Throat white, side of breast and flanks washed buff,
underparts off-white, and legs grey-blue. Juvenile like adult but crown uniform
grey and upperparts tinged brown-grey; face mask not conspicuous.
Biological characteristics: Prefers scrublands with low scrub and small
trees, clearings in broad-leaved or mixed forest, young plantations, hedgerows,
orchards, and patches of scrub in grasslands in deserts and semi-deserts;
occupies thorn scrub near seasonal streams in winter. Partly gregarious outside
breeding season. Flight action slow, not jerky but rather inconstant; escape-
flight short and direct in low vegetation, but longer when between trees. Feeds
mainly on invertebrates picked from leaves, twigs, or barks, also on berries late-
summer and autumn; recorded drinking nectar and eating antlers of flowers on
migration. Breeding starts late April. Monogamous. Nest a quite deep and loose
cup of grass, dried leaves, rootlets, and herb stems, with spider webs on outside,
lined with finer grass and hair, placed in bushes and low conifers. Usual clutch
4-6, rarely 3-7, sub-elliptical smooth and glossy eggs, white or creamy white,
sparsely blotched or spotted olive, buff-olive, and grey, 17.6x13.Imm in size.
Eggs hatch after 10-14 days. Chicks, altricial and nidicolous, leave nestin 10-13
days but remain in nest vicinity and are fed by parents for a longer time. Usually
two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: Taxonomy complicated, several taxa
occurring in Iran which may be different species. Rather large and dark grey
curruca (or caucasica?) a rather common summer visitor to forests in Kaleibar
Mountains (north Azarbaijan) and a passage migrant from mid-March to early
May and in September in northern and western Iran, east to Golestan, Fars, and
Hormozgan. Small pale sand-coloured form minula with shorter outer primary
common in winter from Hormozgan and south Khorasan east to Sistan-
Baluchestan, migrating through northeast Iran from mid-summer to early
autumn and in spring, occurring west to Tehran area; said to breed in Harir Rud
valley (northeast Khorasan) and in Sistan-Baluchestan. Large and brown blythi
(or halimodendri?) winters commonly in Sistan-Baluchestan and south
Khorasan, occasionally west to Bushehr, migrating through east Iran

from early April to early May and from early September into P £
October. Large pale sand-coloured form margelanica -'a-'_?—;- j
recorded in winter in Khuzestan and Sistan- T
Baluchestan.

Conservation status:

This bird is not listed in the
global or national protected
species.
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Family: Sylviidae

oG : asl3d

Order: Passeriformes
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Desert Lesser Whitethroat
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Morphological characteristics: 11-12 cm length and 15-18 cm wing-
span. A small warbler with rounded head, short tail, and dark eye, bill, and legs,
closely resembling Lesser Whitethroat S. curruca, but with shorter bill, paler
sand-coloured plumage, and paler grey cap and ear-coverts; best separated from
Lesser Whitethroat by shorter wing with more rounded tip, with wing length
58-64 mm in this bird, but about 62-70 mm in S. ¢. curruca, S. ¢ blythi, and S. c.
margelanica. Tip of outermost functional first primary falls between tip of 6th.
7% from outside or is equal to either of these (in S. c. curruca, outermost falls
between 4™ and Sth; in . ¢ blythi, outermost is mostly between st and 6th).
Also, bill from tip to nostril mainly 5.5-6.4 mm (curruca and blythi 6.2-7.5 mm,
margelanica 6.0-7.0 mm). Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult shows
light grey cap, darker grey ear-coverts, and white throat. Upperparts light sandy-
grey, wings dark brown-grey with pale brown-grey fringes to flight-feathers. Tail
dark grey-brown with white outer feathers. Underparts white with some pale
buft on flanks. Juvenile and autumn adult like spring adult but cap pale grey-
brown and ear-coverts darker grey-brown.

Biological characteristics: Prefers bushlands and thorn scrub in semi-
desert. Rather gregarious outside breeding season. Shy and wary, mostly hiding
inside bush. Flight quite fast with quick and regular wing-beats, usually moving
over short distances, flitting between patches oflow scrub. More lively than other
whitethroats, mostly moving on ground and cocking tail. Feeds on invertebrates
and some berries.

Distribution and abundance: A common winter visitor to the southeast,
particularly in lowlands along the Persian Gulf, in Sistan-Baluchestan, along the
southern slopes of Zagros in Fars, as well as in Kerman, southern Khorasan, and
Sistan basin. Widespread on passage in spring and autumn in eastern Tran, west
to Tehran area and also in Khuzestan. Recorded on autumn passage also near
Tehran and central Alborz.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Hume's Whitethroat (Hume's Lesser Whitethroat)
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Morphological characteristics: 11-13 cm length and 18-21 cm wing-
span. A small warbler, bulky with rounded head and short tail. Very similar to
Lesser Whitethroat S. curruca and considered as a sub-species (S. c. althaea)

until recently, but distinguishable by darker colours, without contrast in colour
between cap and mantle, larger size, longer tail, stronger and longer bill, and
more rounded wing tip. Outermost functional primary (first) reaches to tip
of 67 from outside (as in Desert Lesser Whitethroat S. minula; outermost
not as long as in Lesser Whitethroat). Sexes almost similar with no seasonal
variation. In adult, upperparts and wings dull dark grey with slight brown
tinge. Cap dark-grey, ear-coverts slate-grey, darker than cap, contrasting with
white throat. Tail black-brown with white outer feathers. Underparts white,
washed grey on side of breast and pale brown on flanks. Fresh plumage in
autumn brighter, with browner upperparts and buff fringes to secondaries and
tail-feathers. Also, white of underparts washed with pink, especially on flanks.
Juvenile almost inseparable from adult, especially in autumn.
Biological characteristics: Inhabits juniper, almond, pistachio, buckthorn,
and oak woodlands on slopes of arid rocky mountains; in winter, prefers thorn
scrubin stony hills, usually along brooks or streams. Gregarious outside breeding
season. Restless and active, nimbly climbs trees and constantly moves in dense
bush, foraging for invertebrates. Probably also feeds on flower nectar and anthers.
Breeding starts late March. Monogamous and territorial. Nest a thin and loose
cup of dried grass and rootlets woven together with wool, lined with plant down
and hair, built in short bush or low branch of tree. Usual clutch 4, sometimes 3,
sub-elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs, white, creamy white, or pale grey, spotted
and blotched with light and dark brown, 18.5x13.7 mm in size. No further data
available on breeding, but probably as in Lesser Whitethroat.
Distribution and abundance: A common summer visitor to juniper
woodlandsineastern Alborz, Khorasan highlands and Kuh-e Taftan (Baluchestan).
Also breeds in Zagros oak forests (from Azarbaijan south to Fars) and in almond
and pistachio woodlands in Kerman highlands. Recorded on migration in south-
eastern Iran and in central Alborz. Wintering birds recorded in Zahedan (Sistan-
Baluchestan) and Bandar-e Kangan.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sylviidae

oG : asl3d

Order: Passeriformes
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Sylvia nana

Asian Desert Warbler
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Morphological characteristics: 11.5-12.5 cm length and 14.5-18 cm
wing-span. The smallest warbler in western Palearctic, greyish-coloured and
rather featureless, apart from pale yellow eye, bill, and leg. Sexes similar with
some seasonal variation. Adult in spring shows light grey-brown head, face, and
nape and rather rufous ear-coverts; upperparts and scapulars also light grey-
brown. Wings darker than upperparts, with dark stripe on tertials; outer fringes
of tertials and greater wing-coverts rufous-brown. Rump, upper tail-coverts, and
central pair of tail-feathers orange-brown, other tail-feathers brown-grey, outer
ones fringed and tipped white. Underparts mostly white, tinged grey-buff on
side of breast and flanks. Eyes yellow (paler in male) and small bill yellow with
dark tip; legs pale yellow. In fresh plumage, autumn, upperparts strongly tinged
pale sandy-rufous and underparts tinged sandy-buff. Rather similar to Desert
Lesser Whitethroat S. minula, which is of about similar size and occurs in same
habitat, but lacks rufous on rump and tail and has dark eye, bill, and leg and at
least an indication of a dark facial mask. Juvenile like adult, but plumage looser-
structured and more grey-brown.

Biological characteristics: Occupies open sandy plains in desert, covered
with scattered low bush and thorn scrub or acacia and tamarisk; also, in scrub
on stony hillsides and in foothills in dry regions. Mostly solitary or in pairs.
Flight fast with whirring wing-beats. Feeds mostly on insects, in low scrub or on
ground. Breeding starts mid-April. Monogamous and territorial. Nest a deep
strong cup of grass and stems, lined with plant down, built in dense bush. Usual
clutch 4-5, sometimes up to 6, sub-elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs, white or
pale bluish white, spotted light brown, grey-brown, and grey, 17.5x13.1mm in
size. Eggs hatch after 12 days. Chicks, altricial and nidicolous, leave nest in 11-12
days. Usually two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common summer visitor to
Zygophyllum steppe in central plateau and northern Baluchestan. Winters
commonly in southern coastal plains in Hormozgan to Baluchestan and
Sistan Basin, probably also in Khuzestan. Also a passage migrant in spring and
autumn to central and eastern Iran; recorded once on passage in Miankaleh
(Mazandaran) in September.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Sylvia nisoria
Barred Warbler
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Morphological characteristics: 15.5-17 cm length and 23-27 cm wing-
span. A large warbler with relatively large head, long wings and tail, and strong
thick bill. Sexes dissimilar with little seasonal variation. Adult shows light
yellow eyes. Crown, face, upperparts, and rump brown-grey to lead-grey;
scapulars and rump barred dull black, with greyish white feather-tips, creating
a scaly look. Wings dark brown-grey with two white wing-bars. Tail long
and relatively broad, brown-grey with white tips to feathers. Underparts dull
white, heavily barred dark grey. Bill dark horn-brown, yellowish pink on base
of lower mandible. Legs and feet strong, brown-grey in colour. Adult female
and Ist-year male similar to adult male but with grey-brown to dull yellow
eyes, browner upperparts, and brown-grey underparts with paler and less

D,)b‘)wm

profuse dark barring Juvenile shows short buff-white supercilium, brown-
grey upperparts, and buff-white underparts, darker on breast and browner on
flanks and under tail-coverts; eyes dark brown to grey-brown.

Biological characteristics: Prefers steppe fringes, bushy terrain, dearings
in broad-leaved or mixed forests with dense undergrowth (especially thorny
bush), young plantations, wooded riverbanks, also parklands and hedgerows;
avoids dry areas, wetlands, and dense forests. Solitary; seen singly or in pairs
throughout the year. Flight strong and fast, with continuous but rather erratic
wing-beats; undulating over long distances, recalling shrike Zanius Feeds
mostly on invertebrates, but more on berries in late summer and autumn.
Breeding starts late May. Monogamous or polygamous (one male and two
females); territorial. Nest a quite deep and loose cup of grass stems, built on
forked branches, lined with rootlets, hair, and some spider web. Usual clutch
5, sometimes 4-6, sub-elliptical smooth and glossy eggs, pale whitish grey,
grey-blue, or greenish grey, finely spotted and blotched pale blue-grey, purple-
grey, or buff-grey, 21.1x14.4 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-15 days. Chicks,
altricial and nidicolous, leave nestin 11-15 days.

Distribution and abundance: A scarce summer visitor to Kaleibar
Mountains in north Azarbaijan. Also a spring and autumn passage migrant
throughout Iran, except for the southeast.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sylviidae

oG : asl3d

Order: Passeriformes
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Eastern Orphean Warbler
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Morphological characteristics: 15-16 cmlength and 20-25 cm wing-span.
Arather large warbler with large head and long bill and tail. Sexes dissimilar with
no seasonal variation. Adult male shows broad black eye-stripe, extending from

forehead over yellow-white eyes to ear-coverts, creating a dark mask. Crown
greyish black, nape and upperparts light grey, and wings darker grey. Tail long
and square-ended, sooty with white outer feathers, 3-4 pairs of side-feathers with
white tips. Chin, throat, and underparts white, with limited pale grey or cream-
grey wash on breast, flanks, and centres of under tail-coverts. Lower throat and
breast washed buff-pink, and flanks and under tail-coverts pink-buff. Bill strong
and relatively long, coloured black with grey base to lower mandible; legs grey-
brown. Adult female similar to male but head and upperparts brown-grey,
underparts browner, and eyes slightly darker. Juvenile less dark on head, with
whiter throat and belly, and more buff on rest of underparts.

Biological characteristics: Prefers tall scrub and densely-crowned trees,
situated in open woodland with denser ground-cover, as well as plantations of
Pistacia and Amygdalus, vineyards, luxuriant gardens, or bush along streams.
Mostly solitary or in pairs, forming small flocks on migration, sometimes with
otherpasserines. Rather secretive in breeding season, rarely leaving vegetation, but
more easily spotted in winter. Flight strong and fast, alternating glides with burst
ofwing-beats. Feeds mostly on invertebrates and also berries. Breeding starts early
May. Monogamous. Nest a loosely built cup of grasses, rootlets, fine twigs, stems,
and spider webs, lined with grass, rootlets, and hair, located on outer branches of
small tree or tall bush. Usual clutch 4-S, sometimes 6, sub-elliptical smooth and
glossy eggs, white or pale purplish white, spotted and blotched olive, brown, black-
brown, black, pale grey; or grey-blue, 19.8x14.9 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-14
days. Chicks altricial and nidicolous, leave nest in 12-13 days, still fed by parents

for another 5-6 days. In some habitats, two clutches laid annually.
Distribution and abundance: A rather common summer visitor to open
forests of Alborz from Gilan to Golestan, Khorasan highlands, Zagros Mountains
east to mountains of Kerman and Baluchestan (Kuh-e Taftan). Scarce passage
migrant in spring and autumn in north and centre of Tran. Winters in very small
numbers in southern Hormozgan (Jask and
Bandar Abbas) and southern Baluchestan

(Chabahar).
Conservationstatus: Thisbirdisnotlisted
in the global or national protected species.
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Morphological characteristics: 12.5-13.5 cm length and 18-21 em wing-
span. A medium-sized warbler with grey upperparts, grey-white underparts,
black wing, and quite long square-ended tail. Sexes dissimilar with little seasonal
variation. Adult breeding male in spring black on face, chin, and throat, with
contrasting white malar stripe separating black of cheeks from black of throat
and with swollen red eye-ring. Nape, ear-coverts, side of neck, and upperparts to

rump blue-grey, sometimes tinged with brown. Wings also blue-grey, with white
fringes and tips to tertials and greater and median coverts, forminglight wing-bar.
Tail black with white margins and tips to outer feathers. Underparts below black
of throat grey, fading to white on mid-belly and under tail-coverts. Eye orange, bill
with blue-grey base to lower mandible. Female and autumn male fairly similar to
breeding male but face and cheeks dark grey without black, except for indistinct
stripe on lower cheek, blue-grey of upperparts tinged brown, throat either fully
white or white with black spots, swollen eye-ring absent or inconspicuous,
and eye light brown. Juvenile like female but with no black on crown, chin, and
throat; flight-feathers and upper wing-coverts fringed rufous-buff.

Biological characteristics: Prefers thorn scrub and bushland on rocky
hillsides and in open montane woodlands, especially with oak. Solitary or
in pairs, but may occur in small flocks outside breeding season, sometimes
with other warblers, though generally aggressive to smaller congeners. Flight
erratic but powerful, with fast undulating actions; at perch, flicks tail or wing
orraises tail half-cocked. Feeds on insects and larvae, but also some fruit taken
in autumn.

Distribution and abundance: Vagrant, occurrence in Iran restricted to
one male collected by W. Koelz on Dow Rud (Lorestan) on 2 April 1941,
specimen now in Natural History Museum of Chicago. Probably very small
number of vagrants occurs in the extreme south-western Iran in Zagros
Mountains.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sylviidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Sylvia mystacea
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Ménétries's Warbler
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Morphological characteristics: 12-13 cm length and 15-19 cm win-span.
A medium-sized warbler with relatively thick bill and long tail. Sexes dissimilar
with little seasonal variation. Adult male of rubescens in Zagros and Khuzestan
has yellow to brownish orange eye-ring, red-brown eye, and pinkish yellow base
to lower mandible. Hindcrown and nape dark grey, upperparts and rump light
grey. Wings dark with light grey fringes to secondaries, tertials, and greater upper
wing-coverts; alulae black and rather prominent. Tail black with partly white
outer feathers. Chin and throat dull white and rest of underparts grey-white
with pink wash. Male of sub-species mystacea in the north shows dull black face,
darker grey upperparts, and deep vinous-pink throat and breast grading to paler
pink on belly and flanks. Adult female has sandy brown upperparts, bufher breast
and flanks, and dark brown tail. Juvenile paler than female and with grey-brown
upperparts and whitish chin, rest of underparts buff, tinged pink especially on
flanks. Eye-ring grey-yellow and eyes olive, tail grey-brown with no white fringe.
Biological characteristics: Prefers low scrub in steppe, in coastal dunes,
and on mountain slopes, dense tamarisks along riverbanks and irrigation canals,
orchards, hedgerows, and bush in cultivated fields. Solitary outside breeding
season, but forming small flocks on migration. Flight weak, irregular, and usually
at low altitude. Active and agile but also cautious and shy; hiding in dense
vegetation in breeding season, but easier to spot at other times. When perched,
raises tail and waves it from side to side and up and down (in half-circles like
Upcher's Warbler Hippolais languida). Feeds mostly on insects, also some fruit
in autumn, and seeds in winter. Breeding starts in May. Monogamous and
territorial. Nest a quite deep cup of stems and fine twigs, lined with fine grass
and hair, placed in small bush. Usual clutch 3-S sub-elliptical smooth and glossy
eggs, white or pale greenish, finely spotted and blotched brown-olive, brown,
and grey, 17.1x13.1mm in size. Eggs hatch after 11-13 days. Chicks altricial and
nidicolous. Fledging period 10-12 days. Sometimes two clutches laid annually:

Dlstrlbutlon and abundance A common summer v151tor to northern Iran
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Morphological characteristics: 8-10 cm length and 14-16 cm wing-span.
Asmallactive bird, easily distinguished by bold white eye-ring, Sexes similar with
no seasonal variation. Adult shows bright golden-olive crown, face, upperparts,
and rump and blackish lore. Flight-feathers and tail dark brown. Chin and throat
bright yellow, flanks light olive-brown, breast and belly grey-white and under
tail-coverts yellowish olive. Juvenile like adult but white eye-ring narrower,
upperparts slightly paler grey-olive, and underparts more uniform grey-white.
Biological characteristics: Prefers open deciduous forests and woodlands,
groves, plantations, gardens, and orchards, mostly near water, butin Iran restricted
to mature mangrove forest in sheltered bays. Arboreal, rarely descending to
ground. Gregarious, seen in pairs or medium to large flocks, sometimes along
with other insectivore birds. Feeds on insects, arthropods, berries, buds, and
seeds; also feeds on wide range of flower nectar using bill and specialized tongue.
Breeding starts in territories from early April to end of summer. Monogamous.
Nest a small loose cup of soft grass, rootlets, moss, lichen, and spider web, lined
with hair and plant down, built in fork of tree; nest sometimes built on single
horizontal branch, with lower parts attached to supporting branches by plant
down, wool, and spider web. Usual clutch 2-4 pale blue eggs, 152x11.5 mm in
size. Eggs hatch after 10-11 days. Chicks, altricial and nidicolous, leave nest in 10
days, independent soon after.

Distribution and abundance: Ascarce andlocal resident of mangrove forests
in eastern Hormozgan, from Khor-e Azini east to Khor-e Khalasi near Jask.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Muscicapidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Morphological characteristics: 15 cm length and 21-26 cm wing-span.
A large slim flycatcher, easily distinguished by greenish blue plumage, bold
black loral stripe, black bill, and black wing tip. Sexes almost similar with no
seasonal variation. Adult male uniform green-blue, brighter turquoise-blue

on face, darker on wings and tail. Eye dark brown, legs black. Female slightly
duller grey-blue on body and with dark grey lore, but wing and tail brighter
blue. Juvenile grey-brown on head, face, and underparts with green tinge;
marked with brownish yellow spots, finer above and larger below. Wings and
tail greener.

Biological characteristics: Prefers deciduous forest, woodland, and bush
on fringe of rivers and brooks, also forest clearings, orchards, and groves, as
well as isolated tall trees, gardens, and parks. Mostly solitary or in pairs outside
breeding season. Perches upright on exposed branch, topmost twig of bush, or
power line, catching flying insects in short quick flight, rarely returning to perch.
Distribution and abundance: A vagrant to extreme south-eastern
Iran; a male was observed in an oasis near Garm Bid (south-eastern Sistan-
Baluchestan) in 2001.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Spotted Flycatcher
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Morphological characteristics: 13.5-15 cm length and 23-25.5 cm
wing-span. A medium-sized flycatcher, rather slim, and with relatively long
and strong bill. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult bird has
grey-brown crown, nape, upperparts, wings, and tail; with fine black streaks
on forehead and crown. Primaries and tail-feathers dark grey-brown, upper
tail-coverts brown on centre with buff-white fringes. Side of breast, flanks,
and underwing brown or yellow-buff, in close view with dull grey streaks on
throat, side of breast, and upper flanks; remaining underparts dull white. Bill
and legs black. Juvenile like adult but upperparts and upper wing-coverts with
large buff spots, dark streaks on underparts shorter, throat, breast, and flanks
appearing more spotted (not streaked).

Biological characteristics: Preferswoodland fringes, open patchesin forests,
open woodlands, parks, and large gardens. Solitary outside breeding season. Sits
upright, often on exposed side-branch of tree. Flight quick with fluid wing-beats.
When alarmed, flicks wings or flies fast to conceal in dense vegetation. Snaps
insects while flying, returning to the same perch afterwards. May also feed on
berries. Breeding starts early May. Monogamous. Nest a loosely built cup of
twigs, leaves, moss, and lichens on thick side-branches, in creeper, in crevice of
tree or wall, or on rock ledges. Usual clutch 4-5, seldom 2-7, sub-elliptical and
smooth eggs, very pale blue, green-blue, buff, or off-white, marked with red-
brown and purple-grey blotches, 18.5x14.1mm in size. Eggs hatch after 11-15
days. Chicks downy and altricial. Leave nest after 12-14 days, but fed by parents
for another 20 days. Usually two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A locally common summer visitor to
forests and woodlands of northern Iran, occurring from Azarbaijan east
to northern Khorasan, with smaller numbers in western Zagros, Kerman
highlands, and mountains of northern Sistan-Baluchestan. Probably breeds in
southern Zagros and central Fars. A widespread spring and autumn passage
migrant throughout Iran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Muscicapidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Morphological characteristics: 12-13.5 cm length and 21.5-24 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized flycatcher, very similar in both sexes to Semi-collared
Flycatcher E semitorquata; both differ mainly from Semi-collared by absence of
a white bar on tips of median coverts (but some 2nd-year retain white-tipped

juvenile outer coverts in spring); white speculum on wing of male and white
patch at base of primaries usually smaller than in male Semi-collared, and tail-
base shows less white, appearingall-black when seen from below: Sexes dissimilar
with some seasonal variation. Adult breeding male shows black head, face, and
nape and small white patch on forehead, mostly visible as two separate dots.
Upperparts variable, brown, mottled black-and-brown, or black; wings black,
marked with prominent patch formed by white fringes to tertials. Tips of inner
greater coverts and base of secondaries white, forming rather inconspicuous
wing-bar. Tail black with white fringes to base of outer feathers. Chin and throat
white, extending to side of neck; rest of underparts uniform white. Bill and legs
black. Non-breeding male shows grey or brown upperparts but tail and upper
tail-coverts remain black. Female like non-breeding male but with olive-brown
upperparts, buff-white underparts, and smaller speculum; tail and upper tail-
coverts not black. Juvenile like non-breeding adult but spotted buff on crown
and upperparts and with buff-white underparts. Wings and tail like adult but
lesser and median coverts marked with buff spots; bill paler.

Biological characteristics: Prefersconiferousandbroad-leavedwoodlands,
forest clearings, rows of tall trees, parks, and orchards. Generally solitary outside
breeding season. Usually hunts from perch in shade of canopy, making sallying
flights from one perch to another while catching insects. Flight fast, escaping
rapidly to dense vegetation; constantly flicks tail and wings when perched. Feeds
mostly on arthropods, caught in flight or taken with quick fluttering swoop from
ground; also fruits taken on migration or when food scarce.

Distribution and abundance: A scarce spring passage migrant in west
and north Tran, occasionally east to Fars rarely recorded in autumn, when
probably overlooked among more numerous Semi-collared Flycatcher.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Ficedula semitorquata
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Morphological characteristics: 12-13.5 cm length and 23.5-24 cm
wing-span. A small to medium-sized flycatcher, very similar to European Pied
Flycatcher E hypoleuca; in both sexes, usually shows white tips to median coverts,
forming a small speculum (usually absent in European Pied Flycatcher), and
longer and broader white patch at base of primaries; also, male distinguishable
by larger white wing-patch on tertials and greater coverts, longer semi-collar
on side of neck, and more white on sides of tail-base; female greyer above than
female Pied Flycatcher, less brown, sometimes also showing vestigial semi-
collar at side of neck. Sexes dissimilar with some seasonal variation. Adult
breeding male shows black head, face, and nape and white patch on forehead.
Upperparts and wings also black and outer half of tertials white, forming
prominent white patch. Base of primaries and secondaries, innermost greater
coverts, and tips of outermost greater coverts white, visible as white wing-bar
in flight. Median coverts show short inconspicuous wing-bar. White patch on
rump also inconspicuous, tail black with much white on outer feathers. Chin
and throat white, extending to side of neck, and rest of underparts dull white.
Bill and legs black. Non-breeding male shows paler grey-brown upperparts,
but tail remains blackish. Female like non-breeding male, with grey-brown
upperparts, dull white underparts, and smaller speculum; tail not black. Juvenile
inseparable from juvenile of European Pied Flycatcher.

Biological characteristics: Prefers broad-leaved woodlands on hillsides,
especially oak and hornbeam, as well as deciduous forests along rivers, orchards,
and plantations and hedgerows in foothills and lowlands. Flight rapid, flies fast to
dense vegetation to escape. Mostly feeds on insects, taken in air or from ground
with short sallies from shaded perch. Breeding starts mid-April. Generally
monogamous, sometimes polygamous (one male and several females). Nest a
cup of dead leaves, stems, moss, and lichen, lined with rootlets and plant down,
built in tree-hole or crevice in wall. Usual clutch 5-6, rarely 4-7, sub-elliptical,
smooth and slightly glossy pale blue eggs, 17.6x13.3 mm in size. Eggs hatch after
13-14 days. Chicks downy and altricial. Fledging period 14-17 days.
Distribution and abundance: A rather common summer visitor to Caspian
forests and woodlands and orchards in Azarbaijan and on southern slopes of
Alborz south to Tehran area; also locally in the western Zagros. A scarce passage
migrant in south-western Iran in spring.

Conservation status: Globally has been listed as Near Threatened (NT) in
TUCN red list and is of conservation values.
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Order: Passeriformes
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Ficedula parva

Red-breasted Flycatcher (Red-throated Flycatcher)
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Morphological characteristics: 11-12 cm length and 18.5-21 cm wing-
span. A small flycatcher with round head, small bill, and long tail with prominent
white patches on base, tail resembling that of wheatears; plumage grey, white,
brown, and orange, slightly similar to European Robin Erithacus rubecula, but
distinguished by short legs, grey head and white on tail. Sexes dissimilar with
little seasonal variation. Adult breeding male shows grey crown and side ofhead,
with narrow but conspicuous white eye-ring. Upperparts brown, wings and
central pair of tail-feathers dark brown, tail-tip black. Chin, throat, and upper
breast rufous-orange, flanks buff, and rest of underparts cream-white. Iris dark
brown, bill black with extensive yellow-horn base to lower mandible, leg black.
Female and 2nd-year male show grey-brown head, neck, and upperparts and
cream-white underparts, tinged buff on breast and flanks. Juvenile marked with
dense buffrufous spots on upperparts. Underparts buff-yellow with dense
dark spots and blotches. Probably also Taiga Flycatcher FE albicilla occurs on
migration in Iran, a species very similar to Red-breasted Flycatcher but which
shows ash-grey breast, small throat patch (orange in adult and 2nd-year male,
white in female), black bill-base, largely black instead of largely brown upper tail-
coverts and central tail-feathers, and pale fringes on tertials.

Biological characteristics: Prefers mixed broad-leaved forests with dense
undergrowth, mostly near water in forest fringes, clearings, and fruit orchards.
Outside breeding season, mostly solitary. Flight agile with fast wing-beats. Feeds
mostly on insects and other invertebrates, taken in shade of canopy or at mid-
level of trees, catching prey with short sallies in air or with brief fluttering from
leaves. Breeding starts early May in territories in forests with mature broad-
leaved trees. Monogamous. Nest a small cup of moss, dead leaves, fibers, and
spider web, lined with hair, built on tree, in tree-hole or wall crevice, with lichen
and thin twigs on outside. Usual clutch 5-6, seldom 4-7, sub-elliptical, smooth
and glossy eggs, pale buff-white or blue-green, finely spotted with red-brown,
16.5%12.6 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-13 days. Chicks, downy and altricial,
leave nest in 12-13 days, hide in foliage, and follow parents after 4-5 days.
Distribution and abundance: A fairly common summer visitor to
Caspian forests from Gilan to Golestan and to juniper forest in hills of northern
Khorasan. Common as passage migrant in spring and autumn in the north and
east. Recorded three times in the southwest and Persian Gulf coast.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Ficedula superciliaris
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Ultramarine Flycatcher
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Morphological characteristics: 10-11 cm length and 16-19 cm wing-
span. A small and slender flycatcher with rather long and powerful bill. Sexes
dissimilar with no seasonal variation. Adult male easily distinguished by dark
blue head, face, and upperparts and broad white supercilium running from
above eye to nape. Side of head and neck also dark blue, extending to sides
of breast in two broad stripes. Centre to throat, breast, and belly white. Wings
and tail black, feathers fringed blue-grey; tail with some white at base of outer
feathers, visible as small patches. Eye dark brown, bill and legs black. Adult
female shows pale brown-grey head, face, and upperparts with small black
specks on crown and pale rufous supercilium. Wings and tail dark brown,
rump blue-grey. Patches at side of breast ash-grey, remaining underparts white.
Juvenile like female, but brown upperparts and wing-coverts well-marked
with light rufous or buff spots; underparts light rufous to buffwith dark scaling
on breast and flanks; fringes to tail- and flight-feathers blue in male and light
brown in female.

Biological characteristics: Prefers canopy of open broad-leaved deciduous,
coniferous, or mixed mountain forest with well-developed understory of scrub,
especially oak and fir; in winter occupies open woodland, village outskirts,
orchards, and hedgerows. Outside breeding season, solitary or mixed with other
flycatchers. Mostly forages from perch in shade of tree or bush, taking insect prey
with short sallies in air, more rarely from ground. When perched, frequently
cocks tail.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant to north-eastern Iran. At least
two and possibly three males were observed at Delbar in Touran Protected
Area, Semnan, in April 2009.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Bearded Reedling (Bearded Tit)
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Morphological characteristics: 14-15.5 cm length (including 7 cm
length of tail-feathers) and 16-18 cm wing-span. An elegant pale red-brown
bird with black and white patches on short round-tipped wings and a long
graduated tail. Sexes quite dissimilar with no seasonal variation. Adult male
shows pale blue-grey crown, nape, and ear-coverts. Broad black moustachial
tuft of feathers droops down from lore. Eye and bill orange-yellow; leg black.
Upperparts and tail bright pink-brown, outer tail-feathers with white tips,
black on undersurface. Wings red-brown, centres of flight-feathers, tertials,
and greater coverts black, outer fringes of outer primaries conspicuously
white, forming white panel on wing. Long tail tawny-chestnut to brownish
yellow; fanlike, black on inner webs of outer feathers and white on outer webs
and tips. Underparts and under wing-coverts creamy white, pinkish on flanks;
under tail-coverts black. Female like male but cap pink-brown like upperparts,
face pale grey without black lore and moustache, under tail-coverts buff, eye
green, bill yellow-horn, and leg brown-black. Sexes in juvenile almost similar,
but lore of male black, bill orange-yellow, and tail longer, lore of female grey,
bill brown, and tail shorter.

Biological characteristics: Prefers extensive reed-beds in freshwater
swamps on sandy and clayey soil. Gregarious, found in small or large flocks
all year round, with juveniles sometimes forming separate groups. Flight
direct, fluttering, and usually low above reed-beds. Nimbly climbs reed stems.
Feeds mostly on invertebrates in summer, but almost exclusively on seeds
of reeds in autumn and winter. Breeding starts mid-March in small colonies.
Mongamous, rarely polygamous (one male and two females). Nest a deep
cup of reed and sedge leaves, lined with reed flowers and some feathers, built
among stems close to ground. Usual clutch 5-7, sometimes up to 12, sub-
elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs, creamy white with dark brown scrawls and
specks, 17.6x14 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-13 days. Chicks altricial and
nidicolous. Fledging period 12-13 days. Usually 2-3 clutches laid annually.
Distribution and abundance: Scarce and irregular in south Caspian
lowlands in autumn and winter, most frequent in Gilan and Golestan. Also one
record of three individuals in Ghalenow marsh near Tehran in January 1973
and of a flock on Harir Rud River (Khorasan) on migration in April 1898.In
late 19th century, used to be a common breeder in Sistan marshes, more local
in marshes of Baluchestan (Bampur basin, Hamun-e Jaori, and Kurin valleys),
where fair numbers of adult males and juveniles collected May-July.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Long-tailed Tit
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Morphological characteristics: 13-15 cm length (including 7-9 cm tail)
and 16-19 cm wing-span. A small elegant tit, easily distinguishable by long
narrow tail, tiny black bill, pink eye-ring, and short rounded wings. Sexes similar
with no seasonal variation. Two distinct sub-species occur in Iran: dark A. ¢
alpinus in northern Iran, which shows broad black stripe at each side of crown,
bordered by dark buffbrown forehead, mid crown-stripe and side of head; also,
upperparts dark slate-grey mixed with some black, wings and fan-like tail dull
black, outer tail-feathers white, and underparts rather uniform pinkish buff-
brown but usually with distinct black throat-patch. Paler passekii of northwest
and south has narrower black stripe on each side of crown, contrasting more
sharply with paler buff-white forehead, central crown-stripe and side of head;
upperparts paler ash-grey; underparts greyish cream-white with pink flanks
and without black throat-patch. Juvenile shows relatively shorter tail than adult,
broad brown mask on side of head, brown upperparts, and limited pink on
underparts.

Biological characteristics: Favours open broad-leaved and mixed forest
and scrubland, especially of oak, ash, and maple; after breeding, also found in
bushes and hedges outside woodlands and in orchards and parks. Flight fast and
whirring, direct or rather undulating, usually over short distance. Restless and
acrobatic, mostly hopping and fluttering among twigs, rarely seen on ground.
Gregarious, usually forming flocks of family parties, but occurs pair-wise in
breeding season, sometimes with extra adult that helps in raising brood. Feeds
mostly on arthropods, taken high in bush or in canopy of tree, often from trunk
or branch; some plant material taken in autumn and winter. Breeding starts late
March. Monogamous. Nest an elongated purse with entrance at side, made of
lichen, moss, spider web, and hair, lined with feathers, hanging in dense thorny
bush or tree. Usual clutch 8-12, sometimes S-16, sub-elliptical, smooth and
glossy white eggs, sometimes spotted purple-red, 14.2x10.8 mm in size. Eggs
hatch after 12-14 days. Chicks, altricial and nidicolous, leave nest in 14-18 days,
still cared for and fed by parents and occasional helpers for another 10-14 days.
Two broods may join and be fed by all adults. Sometimes two clutches laid
annually.

Distribution and abundance: A. c. alpinus a common resident in Kaleibar
Mountains (northern Azarbaijan) and in Caspian forest; A. ¢. passekiia common
resident in forest of western Azarbaijan (Urumiyeh area) south to Kermanshah
(Qasr-e Shirin) and east through oak forests on western slopes of Zagros to
Shiraz area (Fars).

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
otected species.
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Morphological characteristics: 10-11.5 cm length and 16-17.5 cm wing-
span. A small tit, plumage chestnut, buff, and black-and-white, with pointed
conical bill and rather long tail. Sexes almost similar with no seasonal variation.
Adult male of nominate menzbieri in the northwest shows greyish white crown
and nape and black mask extending to ear-coverts. Upperparts, scapulars, and
upperwing-coverts chestnut, with a pale wing-bar created by rufous tips to greater
coverts. Flight-feathers black and secondaries and tertials fringed and tipped
cream or cream-white. Rump rufous-buff or rufous-grey; tail black with white or
buff margins. Chin and throat white, side of breast spotted rufous, and remaining
underparts to under tail-coverts rufous or buff-white; legs bluish black. Adult
female recalls male but has greyer crown and nape and narrower face mask. Adult
male of nominate macronyx in northern Iran shows black head, face, chin, throat,
and breast and chestnut-black mantle. Nominate nigricans in the Sistan basin is
completely black on head and neck and coronatus in the extreme northeast has
white crown, with face mask almost connecting on nape. Juvenile in all sub-species
is wholly grey-brown, with no black mask on face and no chestnut on mantle.
Biological characteristics: Inhabits densevegetation, includingreeds, cattail,
tamarisk, and willows, along fresh and brackish lakes, rivers, and canals. Solitary
or in small groups outside breeding season. Flight lighter than other tits. Feeds
mostly on spiders, insects and their larvae; plant material taken outside breeding
season, particularly seeds. Breeding starts late March. Polygynous, polyandrous,
or promiscuous; territorial. Nest a domed structure with entrance tube near
the top, made of plant down especially reed and cattail flowers and willow and
poplar seeds, suspended from thin twig, often overhanging water. Usual clutch
6-8, sometimes 5-10, sub-elliptical, smooth white eggs, 15.5x10.5mm in size.
Eggs hatch after 13-14 days. Chicks altricial and nidicolous. Fledging period
16-18 days, still remaining with parents for a few more weeks. Sometimes two
clutches laid annually.
Distribution and abundance: R. p. menzbieri is a rather common summer
visitor to woodland and orchards in north-western Iran, wintering in vegetation
on riverbanks and in wetlands throughout southern Iran from Khuzestan
to southern Baluchestan. R. p. macronyx, a rather common resident in
south-eastern Caspian region and wetlands of Turkaman Steppes.
Populations of both sub-species occupy Miankaleh and Gorgan
Bay and produce hybrids. Also, R. p. coronatus is a rare and
irregular winter visitor to eastern Iran, recorded only once
in recent decades, a bird near Doruneh in Khorasan in
April 1975. Specimens of R. p. nigricans, endemic to
Sistan basin and virtually restricted to Iran, were
collected by Zarudny in 1896-1900, but this
sub-species has not been recorded ever since
and is likely to be extinct.
Conservation status:
This bird is not listed in the global

or national protected species.
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Morphological characteristics: 13-14 cm length and 21.5-23 em wing-
span. A bulky medium-sized tit, grey; black, and white in colour, with relatively
large head and strong bill. Sexes almost similar with no seasonal variation. P [
anatoliae in the northwest shows rather smaller wings and long tail. Adult male
shows deep velvety-black crown, nape, chin, and throat, tinged with brown in
some individuals. Cheeks, ear-coverts, and side of neck white. Upperparts and
scapulars brown-olive, wings slightly darker brown-grey, greater coverts fringed
and tipped paler greyish, forming inconspicuous wing-bar. Margins of tertials and
inner secondary coverts grey-white. Tail brown-grey, sometimes grey-white on
fringes of outer feathers. Underparts uniform white, flanks washed buff or rufous.
Outside breeding season, crown and nape dull black, upperparts dark grey, and
lightfringes to wing-and tail-feathers narrowerand broken. Female shows browner
crown, brown-black or dusky in colour, and upperparts tinged olive. Juvenile
like female but crown brown, bib smaller and grey-brown instead of black, and
underparts bufhier. P [ dubius in the southwest in Zagros shows relatively longer
wings and shorter tail. Crown, nape, chin, and throat velvety-black in both sexes,
upperparts pale greyish cream or dull dusty-grey, and underparts white; bill long
and more slender than other sub-species. P . kirmanensis in the south (Kerman)
shows longer wings and shorter tail than anatoliae, black patches on head and face
like dubius but upperparts and scapulars browner.

Biological characteristics: Prefers steep mountain sides with tree cover
and bare rocks, open broad-leaved woodlands especially with oak and beech,
riverside willows, and orchards. Solitary or in pairs, also outside breeding season.
Flight like Great Tit Parus major, direct and level over short distances, more
undulating in longer flights. Feeds mostly on small invertebrates and occasionally
seeds. Breeding starts late March. Monogamous. Nest a cup of plant material and
wool, lined with feathers, built in tree-holes or rock crevices. Usual clutch 5-7,
sometimes up to 10, sub-elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy eggs, white with red-
brown or purple-brown spots and blotches, 17x13.5 mm in size. Eggs hatch after
13-15 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nestin 21-23 days, independent 12
days later. Usually two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: P [ anatoliae is a common resident in north-
western Iran in Kaleibar Mountains (northern Azarbaijan); PI. dubiusisacommon
residentin the Zagros south-east to Fars,and 2| kirmanensisis a common resident
in the Kerman highlands.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Sl S 252
Caspian Tit

S SZ9)95 18,5 (DB o> )i 1S ¥

Morphological characteristics: 12-13 cm length and 19-22 cm wing-
span. Amedium-sized but bulkytit, grey, brown, and white in colour, with rather
large head and short strong bill. Replaces Sombre Tit P lugubris in Caspian
forest, differing mainly from latter in smaller size and darker colour (like many
other Caspian forms of widespread species), but at present usually considered
as a separate species as it is said to differ from Sombre Tit also in habitat, nest-
building habits, and call. Sexes almost similar with no seasonal variation. Adult
male shows dark chestnut-brown crown, nape, chin, and throat, with brown
of cap extending to upper mantle, lower border of bib on throat broad and ill-
defined. Cheeks, ear-coverts, and side of neck white. Upperparts grey-brown,
wings darker grey-brown. Tail also grey-brown, sometimes lighter on margins
of outer feathers. Breast, flanks, and vent strongly washed rufous-buff or ochre
when plumage fresh in autumn, paler buff when worn in spring; belly tinged
buff in fresh plumage, much whiter when worn. Female shows paler brown
crown. Juvenile like adult but slightly duller and paler.

Biological characteristics: Occupies montane deciduous forests at 1500-
2300 m, lower down in winter. Flight and behaviour typical oftits, particularly
recalling Sombre Tit. Feeds mostly on small invertebrates and sometimes
seeds. Breeding starts late March. Monogamous. Nest a cup of plant material
and wool, built in tree-holes, and lined with plant down, wool, and feathers.
Usual clutch 5-7 sub-elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy eggs, white with
red-brown spots and blotches. Chicks downy and altricial. No more data
available on breeding.

Distribution and abundance: A scarce resident in deciduous forests of
northern Alborz, ranging from Golestan in the east to the Azerbaijan border
in the west.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Morphological characteristics: 10-11.5 cm length and 17-21 em wing-
span. A small tit with large head, thick neck, fairly slender bill, and short tail. Sexes
similar with little seasonal variation. Adult shows black forehead, crown, chin,
and throat. Ear-coverts, cheeks, and large patch covering nape and neck white.
Wings and tail black, fringed brown-grey, with double wing-bar created by white
dots on tips of median and greater coverts. P a. gaddi in north and northwest
shows dark rich brown upperparts and extensively buff-brown flanks and under
tail-coverts, contrasting with cream-white breast and belly. P a. chorassanicus in
northeast paler and greyer than gaddi, with olive-brown upperparts and paler
greyish brown flanks and under tail-coverts, less contrasting with the more
extensively white belly. P a. phaconotus in southwest very similar to gaddi, but
browner, with dull black crown, rusty-olive-brown upperparts and scapulars,
white underparts with pale rufous-brown tinge to flanks, belly, and under tail-
coverts. Female in all sub-species shows smaller patch on throat. Juvenile like
adult but cheeks, underparts, and patch on nape and neck tinged pale yellow:
Biological characteristics: Prefers dense or open broad-leaved, coniferous,
or mixed woodlands, favouring mountain-forest with cypres and juniper. Lives
pair-wise in territory when nesting, but congregates into small or large feeding
flocks outside breeding season, mixed with other tits when habitats overlap.
Flight rather slow and fluttering, appearing top-heavy with too little support
from short tail, rather erratic and undulating over long distances. Feeds on
insects, larvae, and spiders; some seeds taken in autumn and winter. Breeding
starts late March. Monogamous. Nest a cup of moss and spider webs, lined
with hair, plant down, and sometimes feathers, built in tree-hole, crevice in wall,
or hole in ground. Usual clutch 7-9, sometimes 12, sub-elliptical, smooth and
slightly glossy eggs, white with fine red spots and blotches, 14.9x11.6 mm in size.
Eggs hatch after 14-16 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nestin 16-19 days,
independent 14 days later. Probably two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: P a. gaddi is a resident in forests of the Kaleibar
highlands (northern Azarbaijan) and in forests along the northern slopes of
Alborz at 400-2000 m. P a. chorassanicus breeds in juniper forests on the highest
peaks of the Kopet Dagh highlands (northern Khorasan), from mountains north
and south of Bojnord east to mountains above Torbat-e Jam. A third sub-species
is sometimes recognized, phaconotus collected in the mountains near Shiraz (Fars)
in June 1870, and occurred also in Bakhtiari where collected 2 January 1904;
however, the Shiraz birds may have been mislabeled and the Bakhtiari bird was
perhaps a wandering winter bird in the southwest in Zagros.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.

i
_,..--—'-Ill----.---l-II
o ——
—

e 2o Bl VB W Llly (53,28 5 s ilo WAL+ oy Jsbo 16 2B (65 529
5 JStiom 03l g 35l oligS p3 g il sy jlite oS5 poo b ain S (St z
U g 3,1 el (5518 g &l oo 55 sl by 8.5y i Lo Sl yseis S gl
S B £ 5 Ll 298 00 003 (125 5 poo g 33 S5 (e 2 (S A 5 o LniS
St b JbJlgs 93 dadl 595 555505 e (sl yedyn Mo S5 Blaly 4y g ol 4y e
oS 90305 (sloged SRS 5 4By, 4925 ) o g Jlod > Pa.gaddi 85 15 595 o
9w o0 oS 4o (Slogad (63959 yl g oy ipd ) (Sl oy U lagleg (pimen )5 (Sg5
Pa. chorassanicus &5 5 .l (bl 55 & diww g o565 £ )5 dudas S5y L2l
Slogtd (925 (SS9 4y, anl (LB LgS o 5l 56 Sl g 5550 598 (555 Lo >
0f 82 Py 3 35 Pa. phaconotus &5 ;25 s yaSB g 755568 caglen s
4559y 5 o ol yoo S 5 el i slogd LS Jg 33 g 58 5 & (63 el 198
o S5, & pd 05 sy 5 0S5 daglag 53 g dudes 455l (Sloged (g S g
e Cawl yi8558 oIS 13 39350 AT 00le 515y )3 WadisS 15 Ao 13 0)13 S0 poS (sloga

Py 0 a5 & 5335 (355 g o0 g AJ g 4 dadisS Jg Canl Lol 0 4 LB
SRo3g3ly 95 o igm S prcse S S35 365 o9l slelii s S 5 S 329
P gy 5,9 J S 0 A0S o ol lsis ] S)i el 5 /S byl
033 4335 Jlo )3 pgran SloSun )2 b b blo jobo 4y il 5 5o g S8 sladiod
olaial 53l o5 ol 1 Jg 3 2900 slaid3le b ol s 4 (sl 050

ST e 50 b ol 52555 55 ,0l8 LS5l g (0009, 5 S gl S 0 40355 59
Pl col CeSie (o)l g laojs I clawlS lails] § ol s S5 340 0
Sl ego b1 (12393 9 05 oo L (305 1900 b 9 Wo)lind SBISS (1553 45 )3 39290 (glno i
o ot o dost Ly skt &y ol o8 sy o (5o 5 s b s 5, i
2 s gn bl o Jobo s 55,0 Y Las o 250,58 o yio Lo VAR VY S olalay g
QLsl (539, VALV )3 it pplly 4 Aty 0335 ¢l g o3l oS )8 5l odndgy g5 o
5)93)b)bpﬁé'wﬁsﬁ\jlnbl JJWL;‘JMAUT)IU’“J)9) ““)9»)39"\:‘15@6)3‘)
S oo gl g

S ol S lelds | o w8ly salSin paio Pa.gaddiiiss 5 gl 89 1S9
Pa. chorassanicus &5 5.l jio Yoo e 5¥ e lelasy) ) 0l Jloud & pos el 5
b 3ygom ogiz g Jlasd slengS Sl plulys Jlod 3 Eb a8 Sleliyl )3 o)l (SledSKix 3 33
Jo sl Pa. phaconotus &g3 s 3l o\adiges 1S o (s poldagn placay (clamgS
o 5ol adbate | (ooMa VAT Lo (o) )3 5 e SLLI slomsS | (e3Ma VAV
sl 2l 4 bgyyo 5 0055 ()35 sy oy 4o iy 1o o cladies Yhoin] o
Ol (gl o o (5 gl ez Digad (yrizped ik 1S
up@l})).}ub;}mﬁ;)yd)b_\;fdlvwlﬂf.&mbw
Maen s 59)ST5 SapsS 13598 ()%
8D Coles BNy Cunygd jd b lis Cursg
21518 o g Sl

500
Qoo

aepled :Ajjwe4

9cbise ¢ AT (Fwvoo

SOWI0JLIasSed :1apJO

(Qh v EE e alye (€



Family: Paridae

oSy 3y : oslg3a

Order: Passeriformes
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Parus major

Great Tit
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Morphological characteristics: 13.5-15 cm length and 22.5-25.5 cm wing-
span. Alarge tit, usually yellow, green, black, and white in colour, with long broad tail
and powerful pointed bill. Sexes almost similar with little seasonal variation. Adult
showswhite cheek and ear-coverts, contrasting well with black head and neck. On
nape, small yellow patch divides black crown from yellowish green mantle and
scapulars. Wings almost black, flight-feathers fringed grey-blue and tertials tipped
white. Also, lesser and median coverts blue-grey, greater coverts fringed blue-grey
and tipped white, forming prominent wing-bar. Rump grey-blue, tail blackish blue
with white wedge on outer feather. Chin and throat black, forming triangular bib,
extending as bold stripe down centre of yellow underparts, widening into broad
black patch between legs. Outside breeding season, crown duller black and wings
less glossy blue. Female like male, but black stripe on underparts narrower, almost
absent between legs. Juvenile like adult but crown dull black, upperparts greyer,
white of cheek patches tinged yellow; and stripe on dull yellow underparts greyish.
Nominate major of Azarbaijan and Ardebil has olive-green upperparts and yellow
underparts with slight green tinge; the white wedge on the black outermost tail-
feather is long, 18-35 mm. The form of the Caspian plains and foothills east to
Gorgan s karelini, similar in plumage to major or slightly duller grey; but has a white
wedge on outer tail-feather of 0-17 mmlong. P m. blanfordi occurs from Kordestan
and Zanjan throughout Zagros, along the southern slopes of Alborz, and in the
eastern Alborz from Gorgan to the Dasht area near Golestan/Khorasan border;
this form is paler and more greenish grey above than major and karelini and purer
pale lemon-yellow below apart from grey-green flanks; white wedge on outer tail-
feathers is as in major, but bill thicker at base than both major and karelini. More
difficult to place s the form infermedius from the hills of eastern Golestan (east from
Moraveh Tappeh) and Khorasan, which resembles Turkestan Tit P bokharensis
from the Transcaspian lowlands in plumage, but shows a head-pattern as in Great
Tit, has black-centred tertials, central tail-feathers, and alula as Great Tit (these grey
in Turkestan Tit), pale olive-grey to grey-white belly (less white than Turkestan
Tit), and a short tail with square tip like Great Tit (less long and graduated than in
Turkestan Tit); however, the outer tail-feathers are mostly white, as in Turkestan
Tit, not black with a white wedge on tip as in Great Tit.
Biological characteristics: Prefers woodlands and relatively open deciduous
or mixed forests, but also commonly seen in orchards, parks, and bush and
hedgerows in cultivated areas. Outside breeding season, forms small or large
feeding groups, sometimes with other tits; might defend territory all year. Restless
and agile, foraging from canopy of high trees down to moss and leaflitter on
ground. Flight fluent, direct and level over short distance, more undulating over
long distance. Feeds mostly on insects in summer, but wide variety of nuts,
seeds, and fruit taken in winter. Breeding starts late April. Monogamous, seldom
polygamous (one male and two females). Nest a cup of rootlets, moss, lichen,
grass, and wool, lined with hair, plant down, and feathers, built in tree-hole or in
fissure in wall or rock. Usual clutch 8-13, sometimes 7-15, sub-elliptical, smooth
and slightly glossy eggs, white with purple-red spots, 17.5x13.5 mm in size. Eggs
hatch after 13-14 days. Chicks downy and altricial, leave nest in 16-22 days,
independent 14-28 days later.
Distribution and abundance: A common resident of forests, open
woodlands,and orchards of north-eastern, northern,
and western Iran, through the Zagros south to
Fars.
Conservation status: This bird is not
listed in the global or national protected
species.




Parus bokharensis

Turkestan Tit
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Morphological characteristics: 14.5-168 cm length and 21-35.5 cm
wing-span. A rather large tit with grey, black, and white plumage and thick
bill. Resembles eastern form of Great Tit P major infermedius, and formerly
often considered as sub-species of latter under name P m. bokharensis, but
recently separated, though scarce hybridizations occur locally in contact-zone.
Distinguished from Great Tit by lack of yellow and green tinges in plumage.
Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult shows black crown, throat, side
of neck, and breast; white cheeks larger and more triangular in shape than in
Great Tit, black of rear border often more or less broken. Upperparts, rump, and
tail grey with blue wash. Wings blue-grey, as upperparts, greater coverts tipped
white, creating prominent wing-bar which is broader than in Great Tit; centres
of tertials and of alula blue-grey instead of black. Underparts white, greyer on
flanks; black stripe runs from breast to belly. Tail relatively long, with more white
on outer feathers than in Great Tit. Juvenile like adult but black of head tinged
brown, mantle tinged olive, white of cheek and breast tinged pale yellow, and
breast stripe grey-brown and reduced in extent.

Biological characteristics: Prefers deciduous forests, wooded riverbanks,
bushlands, hedgerows, and orchards in arid country. Solitary or in small
flocks outside breeding season. Flight and behaviour very similar to Great Tit.
Feeds mostly on insects, some seeds also taken. Breeding starts early April.
Monogamous. Nest a cup of rootlets, moss, lichens, grass, wool, and spider
web, lined with hair, plant down, and sometimes feathers, built in tree-hole or
in crevice in buildings. Usual clutch 4-8 sub-elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy
eggs, white with pale purple and purple-red spots and blotches, 18x12.9 mm in
size. Incubation period unknown. Chicks altricial and nidicolous. No more data
available on breeding. Usually 1-2 clutches laid annually:

Distribution and abundance: A very scarce and local resident in riverside
thickets at low elevations in extreme north-eastern Khorasan, particularly
along the Harir Rud near Sarakhs. Collected by Zarudny in Gorgan and Atrek
river valleys in northern Golestan in early 20 century (specimens in Natural
History Museum of Tashkent), but these more likely P major intermedius.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national

pDrote

ol VYD B YVl (53,208 g o sl VAL NVED oy oo 26 2l oS 59
b5 3 b dts g ol ¢S G55 & A Cudyd G & (S )22 ol
O J G55 25 (e 4 42538 53 g sy )5 41 €S )50 S 20 (B ) e
9 oo yob 4 gl o (S el 4SSl dgag b A oo A (Pmajor bokharensis)
S B S5y dlavly s g Caslond (§ymeliome (GlaigS gt & (Sl 4 Jy iS00 jop U
28l6 g S ool g 3l s LB ol 3l o S5y 45 9.5 S (8 (i 9 00
9 o LigS 315 olw diw § (3,5 81k 93 5lS poo 3B @l By s (i s
alaie lageS o (s 4l 3 S5 el g 9 Sl €553 Sy 20l e o emasg
S dlanly ey 5 45y, e 51l 95 0 0103 ol Glis b (62815 p3 oS iy
DPUS ) S ) 12 4o Capmd (6 e 9y J g dadle (69, 5512 (sl sy Ao
P8 S s b s 4505 e ol 4y il (628 (g sl jols 35 509 50
¥ 3l il Cod 4y (03 ol Bl el (S0 b w1 (S5 obuw yled g 55 S B aglys
5 ol aily s B 8.5 5 s Ay B ] ()5 (6l 5545 )3 Sz
) 45 i 5 s Ssds SU 5 (S5 Sy &5 b Ay gloghd S5y A5 L o (55 ol )
el Lall ) 3505k 9 (6 S (loghd dis (59, )13 imed i)l S5 0835

gl 3 doaslig) Al (sl 53 08 (35 S ot el t s S 129
892 J b 2 WS oop B lyis 4]y S (2l legl 5 Ltz daliy:
4 obj b (bl g )y Do & S8 (gladiod b ole & s)glars>
gy NS oo 0335 JlS o | oS a4y g s Sl i O3S )5 Sy 2
AT g sl pra S5 255 g0 JIET Sl (olyl528,5 53 5,08 ST 5 (2098 ol
O3 Ehgw 21y O 45 sl 5 g oty cbgle oSl daos oSy 3l (glawls’
Ygona gy o0 (205 g LS o5 Bl ega by (12392 435 oo L lidlestb Lo SIS o1
ity (s8] g s b s (S5 & o o (635 b el ¢ puog Ao o35 Cain 5 o
oSS g2y 8393 Jolbo 515 (oo pto oo VX WY A skl e g i 4y ble 58 9 S5 p8
s cpilly 4y dinls 40355 (glys g il )l po Wb gy )0 e g s Caawd (o Sl ML
P55 403 350 Vgane s Syng0 ladnga 052 593 pogea 3 (6 o ML
SIS o yglazsn 590 0

Plaailig) &l 3352 90 (Sla)l55 3 mele ClioSy (loxe g0 412 gl 13 9 (ST
et Cal (s Bl g 39) 0520 Slatal 3 ol il (B8 Jlad (2l 4l e
5 Soglaer QllS (i Jlod 50 S5l 029,85 5 ()5 51 € i3 L laaigas
P &S ) baiye piis adiges pl 45 dus oo lai & (Jg 395 0 (5)nlS5 1Sl 090 3
b major intermedius

36 )18 Lo g Sl 8BS Colon By Canppd o 1CBlis Curdg

"t a

b =

Y .

aepled :Ajjwe4

9cbise ¢ AT (Fwvoo

SOWI0JLIasSed :1apJO

(Qh v EE e alye (€




Family: Paridae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Cyanistes caeruleus

Blue Tit
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Morphological characteristics: 10.5-12 cm length and 17.5-20 cm wing-
span. A small tit, with blue, yellow; and white plumage, long tail, and small black
bill. Sexes almost similar with some seasonal variation. Breeding adult shows
white forehead, supercilium, and band across nape, isolating bright blue patch
on crown. Eye-stripe black, extending to nape and round ear-coverts, and blue-
black stripe on chin and throat and along lower border of cheeks. Upperparts
green with grey tinge, rump yellowish green, upper tail-coverts blue, and tail
blue-grey Wings dark blue, with white tips to greater coverts forming prominent
wing-bar. Tertials fringed blue-green and tipped white, visible as three patches
when wings folded. Underparts yellow from throat to under-tail coverts, with
narrow grey stripe on centre of lower breast. Outside breeding season, white of
wing-bars shrinks due to abrasion while black and blue patches become more
intense. Female duller than male, greener on fringes of secondaries and duller on
edges of coverts. Juvenile resembles adult but shows yellow cheeks, dull green-
brown crown and upperparts, and greener wings. Three sub-species known for
Iran, but differences rather slight. Dark C. c. raddei is restricted to Caspian forests
and plains from Gilan east to Gorgan area; upperparts rather dark blue-grey
with restricted green tinge, underparts dark greenish yellow: Pale C. ¢. persicus
occurs from western Kordestan and Kermanshah through Zagros east to Fars;
characterized by pale blue-grey upperparts and pale greenish yellow underparts.
In between, C. ¢. satunini breeds from Azarbaijan and Ardebil south to eastern
Kordestan and Hamedan and east along southern Alborz (e.g, Tehran area)
to eastern Zagros (Gorgan to Dasht area) and in Bojnurd area of northwest
Khorasan; characters not well defined but upperparts in general light blue-grey
with slight green tinge (darker and greener than persicus; colours less saturated
than raddei), underparts pure bright yellow.

Biological characteristics: Prefers broad-leaved or mixed coniferous and
broad-leaved forests, orchards, gardens, and parks; outside breeding season,
also in marshland, scrub, reed-beds and coppices. Gregarious outside breeding
season, forming small to large flocks. Flight quite fast and direct, more undulating
and erratic over long distances. Wary but very active, mostly seen while foraging
on twigs and leaves in canopy. Feeds mostly on insects and spiders, but
outside breeding season also fruit and seeds taken. Breeding starts late March.
Monogamous. Nest a cup of moss, wool, leaves, hair, and spider webs, lined
with hair and feathers, built in hole and crevice in tree or wall. Usual clutch 7-12,
sometimes 5-16, sub-elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy eggs, white with red
spots and blotches, 15.6x12 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-16 days. Chicks,
downy and altricial, leave nest in 15-23 days, independent soon after.
Distribution and abundance: A common resident in forests of Azarbaijan,
the south Caspian region east to Golestan, northwest Khorasan, and through

Zagros to Fars. Wintering birds also occur in parks and orchards in southern
slopes of Alborz.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Yellow-breasted Tit (Azur Tit)
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Morphological characteristics: 12-13 cmlengthand 19-21 cm wing-span.
A medium-sized dainty tit, with white and blue plumage, long tail, and small
black bill. Slightly resembles Blue Tit C. caeruleus, but differs by pale lavender-
grey crown, light blue upperparts, broad white tips to tertials, secondaries, and
greater coverts, discrete yellow band on breast bordered by white on belly, and
absence of dark bib on chin and throat. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation.
Adult shows white head and cheeks washed with pale blue. Eye-stripe blue-black,
extending over nape and round rear of ear-coverts. Upperparts grey, wings blue
with white tips to secondaries and tertials, forming thick white band on rear edge
of wing. Greater upper wing-coverts also tipped white, visible as a large patch
when wings folded and as a prominent wing-bar in flight. Tail relatively long,
white on edges and tips of outer feathers. Breast yellow and rest of underparts
off-white. Juvenile resembles adult, but mantle tinged olive and face and belly
washed pale yellow, merging into deeper yellow of breast; thus, juvenile rather
similar to juvenile Blue Tit but shows more white on wing,

Biological characteristics: Prefers open deciduous forests, wooded
riverbanks especially with willow trees, floodplains covered with reed and rushes,
and moist and boggy thickets. Flight fast and straight with powerful wing-beats,
undulating and irregular over long distances. Skilled in climbing upright stems
and trunks; hangs from twigs and catches insects in tree canopy. Feeds mostly
on invertebrates and spiders, but more on seeds and fruit in autumn and winter.
Distribution and abundance: A male specimen of C. f. carruthersi from
Iran is present in the Natural History Museum at Tring (England). It was
said to be captured in Mashhad (Khorasan) on 22 February 1927. However,
it was from the Meinertzhagen collection which includes many birds with
fraudulent data. The nearest reliable occurrence of carruthersiis at the Burchao
Pass in northern Afghanistan, 440 km in straight line from Mashhad, a distance
unlikely to be covered by a sedentary bird.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Sittidae

(8,505 : 23lg3lA

Order: Passeriformes
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Sitta europaea

Eurasian Nuthatch
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Morphological characteristics: 12-14.5 cm length and 22.5-27 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized nuthatch with large head, short tail, strong, thick, and

relatively long and straight bill. Sexes almost similar with no seasonal variation.
Breeding male with blue-grey crown, nape, upperparts, and upper wing-coverts.
Quite broad black eye-stripe reaches and spreads onto side of neck. Outer tail-
feathers black with grey tips and sub-terminal white spots. Lower face and upper
throat white and lower throat buff. Breast and belly orange-buff, flanks and
under tail-coverts chestnut with distinct buff spots on sides of under tail-coverts.
Sub-species rubiginosa in the Caspian forests shows dark blue-grey upperparts
and deep rufous-cinnamon underparts while paler blue-grey sub-species persica
of the Zagros forests is paler cinnamon-buff below. Female greatly similar to
male but chestnut on flanks and under tail-coverts replaced by buff. Juvenile not
separable from adult, apart from shorter bill just after fledging.

Biological characteristics: Prefers forests, woodlands, parks, and gardens
with mixed broad-leaved mature trees. Territorial; mainly defending territory
singly or in pairs throughout year. Quick and active. Climbs continually up
and down on branches and trunks without use of tail; movement on ground
with jerky leaps. Flight fast with quick wing-beats, usually over short distances.
Catches invertebrates on tree trunks and branches, also feeds on seeds in
autumn and winter. Breeding starts late April to late May. Monogamous. Nest
in disused hole of woodpecker in tree or in other tree cavity, lined with pieces
of bark or wood, entrance hole may be made smaller by plastering with wood
pulp or mud. Usual clutch 6-9, seldom 4-13, sub-elliptical, smooth and slightly
glossy eggs, white with red-brown to purple spots, 19.3x14.8 mm in size. Eggs
hatch after 14-18 days. Chicks downy and altricial. Fledging period 23-25 days.
Usually 1-2 clutches laid annually:

Distribution and abundance: Sub-species rubiginosa a resident in
significant numbers in the Caspian forests from Gilan to northwest
Khorasan, sub-species persica a fairly common resident in oak
forests of Zagros from Lorestan south east to Fars.
Conservation status:

This bird is not listed in the global or

nationalpgticted species.




Sitta neumayer

S2F (oS

Western Rock Nuthatch
3208 16 S g ol 810635 9 LD S 1 S

Morphological characteristics: 13.5-14.5 cm length and 23-25 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized nuthatch, very similar to Eastern Rock Nuthatch S.
tephronota, also found in the same habitats in Iran, but distinguished by smaller
size, rather shorter bill, and shorter and narrower eye-stripe. Sexes similar with no
seasonal variation. Breeding adult with grey crown, nape, upperparts, upper wing-
coverts, rump, and tail and black primaries. Black eye-stripe long and narrow,
running from eye to side of nape. Lower face and throat white, underparts buff-
white to pure white, and rear flanks and under tail-coverts rufous-buff. Bill strong,
thick, rather long, straight, and black to dark grey in colour, paler on base of lower
mandible. Juvenile highly resembles adult, but bill shorter at fledging and some
upper wing-coverts sometimes fringed buff.

Biological characteristics: Prefers rock fissures, rock faces, steep slopes, and
rocky outcrops. Territorial; mainly defends territory singly or in pairs throughout
year. Active and noisy, constantlymovingon barerocks or perching on nearby trees.
Flight fast with constant wing-beats, usually over short distances. Feeds mostly on
insects, catching them on ground, in rock cracks, on tree trunks and branches,
and very rarely in flight; feeds also on seeds in autumn and winter. Breeding starts
late April. Monogamous. Nest a medium-sized or large bottle-shaped structure
with small round entrance, made of mud, hair, feathers, animal excrements, and
resin, pasted on underside of rock, in rock fissures, at cave entrances, and rarely in
tree cavities or buildings, lined with twigs, plant material, fur, and feathers. Usual
clutch 6-10, seldom 13, sub-elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs, white, speckled and
irregularly blotched with red or purple, 20.6x15.3 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 15-
18 days. Chicks downy and altricial, leave nest after 25 days but are cared for and
fed by parents for another 25-30 days. Usually 1-2 clutches laid annually.
Distribution and abundance: S. n. rupicola with blue-grey upperparts and
long and distinct black eye-stripe is a common resident in Azarbaijan mountains
and Alborz east to Bojnord (northwest Khorasan) and in western Zagros in
Kordestan. S. tschitscherini much paler pallid ash-grey above and with black eye-
stripe reduced in width and length, hardly extending behind eye; also resident
in Zagros, from Nosoud (Kordestan) and Qast-e Shirin (Kermanshah) east to
Naeen area (Esfahan) and Fars; occurring in relatively lower altitudes than the first
sub-species, even in open oak woodlands. Isolated S plumbea from Kuh-e Jebal-
Barez near Bam (Kerman) has reduced eye-stripe as fschitscherini, but upperparts
darker grey and white of underparts
washed grey

Conservation status: This
bird is not listed in the global

or national protected species.
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Family: Sittidae

(8,505 : 23lg3lA

Order: Passeriformes
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Sitta tephronota S 33 (IS yoS
Eastern Rock Nuthatch
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Morphological characteristics: 16-18 cm length and 25-30 cm wing-
span. Larger than other nuthatches; highly resembles Western Rock Nuthatch
S. neumayer but in area of overlap distinguished by bulkier body, bigger head,
and rather longer, thicker, and stronger bill. Black eye-stripe much broader,
expanding behind eye and further down on neck-side to upper mantle. Sexes
similar with no seasonal variation. Adult with grey crown, upperparts, upper
tail-coverts, rump, and tail. Lower face, chin, and throat white; belly buff-white,
flanks and under tail-coverts pale orange-buff. Juvenile paler than adult and with
rather narrower and shorter eye-stripe.

Biological characteristics: Prefers rock fissures, rock faces, and boulder-
strewn slopes with bushes, sparse trees, and bare rocks; in Baluchestan, more often
on Pistachia trees than on rocks. Territorial; mainly solitary or in pairs throughout
year. Active and very noisy; constantly moving on bare rocks and readily perching
on bushes, nearby trees, and rocks. Flight fast and confident with constant wing-
beats, usually over short distances. Feeds mostly on insects and snails in summer
and on seeds in autumn until early spring Breeding starts early March to late April.
Monogamous. Nest a medium-sized to large bottle-shaped structure with small
round entrance, made of mud, hair, feathers, animal excrements, and resin, pasted
against rocks, in rock fissures, at cave entrances, or in cavity of tree or building;
nest-cup made of twigs, foliage, moss, fur, and snake skin. Usual clutch 4-7 short
sub-elliptical, glossy eggs, white with specks and irregular blotches of reddish
brown, light red, buff, and light purple, 21x16.5 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-
14 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nest in 24-26 days, still remaining with
parents until autumn. Usually 1-2 clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A common and widespread resident in
foothills and mountain-sides in dry areas of Iran. The large and rather pale sub-
species St. dresseri breeds from Azarbaijan and southern Markazi south and east
to Fars and Khuzestan, overlapping in range with the much smaller and even paler
form of Western Rock Nuthatch Sin. tschitscherini, latter also differs by strongly
reduced black eye-stripe. From Gilan and northern Markazi east to western
Golestan dark intermediate-sized St. obscura occurs, generally at lower altitude
than local small form rupicola of Western Rock Nuthatchy; obscura occurs also
further inland from Esfahan through isolated hills and mountains of central Iran
to Kerman and Sistan-Baluchestan. Small pale St. iranica from eastern Golestan
and northern Khorasan and intermediate pale St. fephronota from central and
southern Khorasan do not overlap with any form of Western Rock Nuthatch.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Tichodroma muraria

Wallcreeper
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Morphological characteristics: 15.5-17 cm length and 27-32 cm wing-
span. A colourful rock-climbing bird, easily recognized by white and blood-red
spots on wings and long, narrow, and decurved bill. Sexes dissimilar in breeding
season, male with marked seasonal variation. Breeding male with blue-grey crown
and ear-coverts, black lower face, chin, and throat, and light grey upperparts and
rump. Wings broad and rounded but narrow at base, upper wing-coverts flashing
red, flight-feathers also red at base with sooty-black tips, with 4 long outer
primaries spotted white. Flight recalls butterfly or Eurasian Hoopoe Upupa epops.
Tail short, black with grey-white tip. Breast and underparts sooty-grey. Bill and
legs black. In non-breeding male crown and upperparts partly turn grey and face,
chin, and throat become white on chin andlight grey on throat. Female resembles
non-breeding male throughout the year but may show irregulars black patch on
throat in breeding season. Juvenile like non-breeding adult but has brown-tinged
chin and throat, paler upper- and underparts, and straighter bill.

Biological characteristics: Prefers rocky terrain, shaded cliff faces, and
dull and moist rocky valleys, at 2400 m or higher; moves to lower altitudes in
winter. Not gregarious; solitary outside breeding season, defending individual
feeding territories. Flight erratic but quite powerful, allowing rapid ascents and
maneuvers around rock faces. Gait a short, jerky hop with sliding, creeping,
and measured walking on both vertical and horizontal surfaces. Feeds mainly
on small insects and spiders, catching them on rock faces, banks of streams,
below dliffs, and occasionally from trees. Breeding starts late May to late June.
Monogamous. Nest a cup of moss, foliage, roots, and wool, lined with hair and
feathers, built in clefts in rock faces or caves. Usual clutch 4, sometimes 3-S,
sub-elliptical eggs, smooth and moderately glossy, white with sparse black and
brown speckles or light grey blotches, 20.9x14.6 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 18-
20 days. Chicks downy and altricial. Fledging period 28-30 days.
Distribution and abundance: Probably a widespread but local resident
in Alborz and Zagros mountains, recorded in Azarbaijan east to northern
Khorasan, may occur more often, but hard to detect on its inaccessible sites.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Certhiidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Certhia familiaris S 3,15

Eurasian Treecreeper
go 28858 (yzm > zlel 2 S 33

XX

Morphological characteristics: 12.5-14 cmlengthand 17.5-21 cm wing-
span. A small tree-climbing bird with long, slender, and distinctly decurved
bill, long tail, brown upperparts, and dirty white underparts. Sexes similar with
no seasonal variation. Adult has brown crown and nape, loosely streaked off-
white; upperparts rufous, boldly streaked or splashed white, rufous rump also
densely streaked. Supercilium long and white and lore black. Upperwing grey
to dark brown with pale marks. Also, underparts white, flanks buff, tail light
brown with dark lines, mostly dark and worn at tip. Juvenile paler than adult,
upperparts pale-spotted, rump pale rufous, and underparts dull white.

Biological characteristics: Prefers montane broad-leaved forests up to
3000 m, and parks and orchards with mature trees. Mostly solitary, defending
territory all year round individually or in pairs. Associates in large flocks with
tits (e.g. Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus) and Goldcrest Regulus regulus in
winter. Flight with fluttered wing-beats, alternated with side-slips and tumbles.
Intensely active butalso quiet. Sticks to tree trunks like woodpeckers, creeping
spirally up, using tail as prop, extracting insects and spiders from crevices. Also

feeds on seeds in winter, mostly pine and spruce. Breeding starts late March.
Monogamous. Nest aloose structure of twigs, roots, moss, and dry grass, lined
with wool and soft tree bark, hidden behind flap of loose bark or epiphyte
or in crevice. Usual clutch 6, sometimes 3-9, sub-elliptical and smooth eggs,
white with red-brown speckles, 15.6x12.2 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 14-15
days. Chicks downy and altricial. Fledging period 14-16 days. Usually two
clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A scarce resident of Caspian forests, from
Gilan to Golestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Nectarinia asiatica

Purple Sunbird
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Morphological characteristics: 9-10 cm length and 15-17 cm wing-
span. A slim tiny bird with long, fine, and decurved bill, short round wings,
and short square tail. Sexes dissimilar with some seasonal variation. Adult
breeding male shows black upperparts with greenish blue gloss, purple throat
and breast, and dark blue belly, indistinct red bar across breast, and orange-
yellow tufts at side of breast, exposed in display. Non-breeding male shows
olive-brown upperparts and sides of head, with yellow supercilium and glossy
black wings and tail. Underparts yellow, with broad glossy blue-black stripe
on centre of throat and breast. Female like non-breeding male but wings dull
olive-brown, tail black with white spots on outer feathers, and throat and breast
uniform yellow without dark stripe. Juvenile inseparable from female.
Biological characteristics: Prefers large orchards, cultivated fields,
tamarisks along rivers, thorn scrub, and dry woodlands. Mostly solitary or in
pairs. Flight powerful and rapid with fast wing-beats. Uses bill and long tongue
to feed on flower nectar from wide range of trees and bushes. Sometimes
catches small insects in larger feeding flocks over stagnant bodies of water;
small insects and spiders also taken when rearing chicks. Hunts by hovering
and flycatching. Breeding starts late March to July. Monogamous and
territorial. Nest a pouch made of grass, plant down, small leaves, tree bark, and
spider web, lined with soft bark, thread, paper, and other soft material, attached
to branch high-up in tree or bush. Usual clutch 2, sometimes 3, sub-elliptical
eggs, grey-white with chocolate brown streaks, 16.7x11.6 mm in size. Eggs
hatch after 14-15 days. Chicks altricial and nidicolous. Fledging period 13-17
days. Usually two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A common resident in southern lowlands
of Bushehr, southern Fars, along the Persian Gulf coast to Bam (Kerman) and
Mirjaveh (Sistan-Baluchestan).

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Emberizidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Emberiza citrinella

(2909 85203,
Yellowhammer
9o 509 18355 (S S )t S

Morphological characteristics: 15.5-17 cm length and 23-29.5 cm wing-
span. A large bunting, with yellow ground-colour on head and underparts,
rich rufous rump, and partly white outer tail-feathers; recalls Pine Bunting E.
lewicocephalos and hybridizes with it, but ground-colour of latter is white instead
of yellow. Sexes dissimilar with little seasonal variation. Adult male shows
lemon-yellow head, throat, and underparts, streaked with olive-grey on cap
and brown-grey on breast, with olive stripe through eye and bold rich rufous
stripe on lower cheek. Upperparts and wing-coverts brown-buffwith bold black
streaks, rump conspicuously chestnut-rufous. Flight-feathers black-brown, buff
to white tips to median and greater coverts form rather inconspicuous double
wing-bar. Tail black-brown, wedges on outer feathers white. Side of breast and
flanks chestnut, underwing yellow; under tail-coverts also yellow but streaked
with brown-chestnut. Adult female as well as male in winter less yellow and
more heavily streaked grey-brown, especially on underparts; crown streaked
greyish green and face greenish grey, but yellow on supercilium, lower cheek,
and mid-belly usually still obvious. Juvenile resembles female but less yellow and
more streaked with dark brown.

Biological characteristics: Mostly prefers trees and scrub at fringe of
cultivated of fallow fields, in sand dunes, on meadows, or in forest clearings;
occurs alsoin garden-plots, fruit gardens, and plantations of young trees. Outside
breeding season, forms small groups along with finches and other buntings.
Flight powerful and shallowly undulating, with rapid wing-beats alternated by
glides with closed wings. Feeds mostly on seeds and other plant material, but
some small invertebrates taken in breeding season.

Distribution and abundance: A common winter visitor to the south
Caspian region, rather common also in the northwest, scarcer further south
along Zagros to Fars.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Pine Bunting
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Morphological characteristics: 16-17.5 cm length and 25-30 cm wing-
span. Alarge bunting, brown, black, and white in colour; recalls Yellowhammer E.
citrinella and hybridizes with it; differs by white instead of yellow ground-colour
in all plumages, but hybrids with Yellowhammer may show some yellow on
fringes of primaries, on supercilium, upper breast, or mid-belly. Sexes dissimilar
with little seasonal variation. Breeding male shows white crown with black stripe
on side, running from forehead to nape. Chin, throat, and broad supercilium
chestnut-red. Ear-coverts white; black eye-stripe and moustachial stripe connect
on ear-coverts. Upperparts grey-brown with black streaks, rump chestnut with
bufftips to feathers. Wings grey-brown, with more conspicuous double wing-bar
than Yellowhammer, created by pale buff to white fringes of median and greater
coverts; fringes of primaries white. Tail dark brown, white on fringes of outer
feathers; two outer pairs show white on tip. Upper breast with white half-collar,
extending as narrow stripe on side of neck; rest of underparts white, speckled
red-brown on side of breast and flanks (greyish black in Yellowhammer). Adult
female as well as male in winter duller than breeding male, with black-and-white
pattern on head and face less visible, almost white crown, chin, and throat, and
indistinct broad streaky brown breast-band. Juvenile like female but ramp duller
and streaked black, upperparts duller grey-brown, wings with chestnut wash,
breast and flanks more densely streaked black, and underparts more buff-white.
Biological characteristics: Prefers bushland and open woodland, steppes
with cover of tall grass and scattered trees, orchards, tree plantations, and cultivated
areas with hedges, bush, and trees. Behaviour very similar to Yellowhammer.
Congregates into flocks of up to 100 birds outside breeding season. Feeds mostly
on seeds and other plant material, but small invertebrates taken in breeding
season.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common winter visitor to the
south Caspian region and southern slopes of Alborz near Tehran; less regular
in southern Fars.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Emberizidae

ooy b3)) : 231038

Order: Passeriformes
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Morphological characteristics: 15-16.5 cmlengthand 22-25.5 cmwing-
span. A medium-sized bunting, with streaked olive-grey rump (not rufous

as in relatives), yellow supercilium, pronounced dark stripes behind eye, on
upper cheek, and down side of throat, and yellow tinge on underparts. Sexes
dissimilar with little seasonal variation. Adult male shows olive-green forehead,
cap, and nape, black eye-stripe, chin, and throat, and yellow supercilium and
stripe below eye. Olive breast-band in sharp contrast with rufous side of breast
and yellow remainder of underparts. Mantle and scapulars rufous with black
streaks, rump olive-grey. Wings mostly rufous-brown, median coverts tipped
white and lesser coverts greyish olive-green. Tail brown, fringes of inner
feathers buff and outer webs of outer feathers white. Adult female similar to
Yellowhammer E. citrinella, but distinguished by streaky olive-grey rump and
sharper contrast between dark and light striping on sides of head. Juvenile like
female but underparts whitish with extensive but narrow dark streaking on
breast and flanks.

Biological characteristics: A bird of lush vegetation in sunny mosaic
landscape, preferring areas where small fields and glades partly covered with
grasses, low herbs, or low crops are alternated by thickets, hedges, or rows of
trees; often near rivers and brooks, but occurs also in dry open woodland
in gorges and on slopes; locally associated with orchards, olive groves,
plantations, vineyards, and gardens. Territorial, pair-wise or in small family
groups in breeding season and sometimes also in winter, but others may
congregate into small roving flocks. Sings from perch, but descends rapidly
to dense cover on ground or in canopy at approach of danger. Over longer
distance, flight powerful and with shallow undulating action. Feeds mostly on
seeds and cereals, but some invertebrates taken in breeding season.
Distribution and abundance: Considered as vagrant in Zagros area by
Zarudny, but no details known.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Morphological characteristics: 15-165 cm length and 21.5-27 cm
wing-span. A medium-sized bunting, grey and chestnut in colour, easily
distinguishable by striking pattern of black stripes on head and by grey face and
breast. Sexes dissimilar with little seasonal variation. Adult male shows pale grey
head, face, chin, throat, and breast. Side of head with three black stripes; one
on side of crown, one eye-stripe running from base of bill almost to nape, and
one moustachial stripe connecting to eye-stripe on the end. Upperparts and
scapulars rufous-chestnut with black streaks, rump darker chestnut-red. Flight-
feathers black-brown with pale buff margins, lesser upper wing-coverts grey,
median coverts black on centre and white or buff on tips, forming distinct wing-
bar. Greater coverts black-brown, buff on fringes, and buff-white on the ends,
forming rather inconspicuous lower wing-bar. Tail also black-brown, fringed
buff on inner feathers and white on outer feathers. Belly to under tail-coverts
uniform chestnut-buff, sharply defined from grey breast. Bill grey and legs red-
brown. Female like male but shows paler head, upperparts, and underparts;
breast and flanks streaked. Juvenile resembles female but with no grey on head
and breast and more heavily streaked black on crown, upperparts, throat, breast,
and flanks; rump uniform rufous but dark streaking on remainder of body
heavier and more contrasting with buft ground-colour than in juveniles of other
rufous-rumped buntings.

Biological characteristics: Prefers stony and rocky semi-arid mountains
and hills, covered with sparse shrubs and trees or in stunted juniper at tree-line;
also in alpine meadows with boulders and patches of shrub and scree; avoids
humid regions, dense forests, and cultivations. Solitary, in pairs, or family groups,
outside breeding season also in small flocks. Feeds mostly on seeds and other
plant material, but also some invertebrates taken. Breeding starts late March.
Monogamous. Nest a cup of grass, bark, and moss, lined with rootlets and hair,
built in crevice in stones, under rocks, or in low bush. Usual clutch 4-6 sub-
elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy eggs, very pale grey or bluish white, finely
streaked black, 21.1x15.5 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-13 days. Chicks downy
and altricial, leave nest in 9-10 days, still fed by parents for another 14-21 days.
Usually 1-2 clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A common breeder in the mountain ranges
ofthe Alborz, in northern Khorasan, Zagros, and Kerman but descends to lower
altitudes in winter, though generally not far from breeding grounds.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Emberizidae

ooy b3)) : 231038

Order: Passeriformes
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Grey-necked Bunting
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Morphological characteristics: 14-15.5 cm length and 24-27 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized bunting, blue-grey and chestnut in colour, closely
related to Ortolan Bunting E. hortulana and Cretzschmar's Bunting E. caesia,
distinguished by moustachial stripe, buff-white chin and throat, grey-blue
shoulders, chestnut-rufous breast, and white under tail-coverts. Sexes almost
similar with little seasonal variation. Adult male shows grey-blue head, face,
malar stripe, and shoulders and buff-white moustachial stripe, chin, and throat.
Upperparts, rump, and upper tail-coverts brown-grey with dark brown streaks,
and rufous-brown tone on scapulars. Wings darker than upperparts, flight-
feathers black with rufous-brown fringes as on greater coverts, lesser upper
wing-coverts grey, median coverts with dark brown bases and buff-white tips,
forming light wing-bar. Tail black-brown, with brown margins to central feathers
and white margins to other feathers. Underparts chestnut-rufous from breast
to belly, with grey-buff spots; under tail-coverts almost white. Adult female
greatly similar to male but slightly duller and paler, with crown faintly streaked
and underparts more cream-white. Juvenile like female but underparts pale buff
without pink wash and more heavily streaked black on breast and flank.
Biological characteristics: Prefers stony and rocky slopes on foothills and
mountains, rocky outcrops, scree, ravines, and arid terrain with patchy cover
of grass and bush. Behaviour greatly similar to Ortolan Bunting. Gregarious,
forming small or large flocks on migration or in wintering quarters. Mainly
feeds on seeds and other plant material, but also largely on small invertebrates
in breeding season. Breeding starts late April, nesting solitarily or in small
neighboring groups. Mating system not known for certain, but most likely
monogamous. Nest a loose cup of grass stems, lined with hair and wool, built
on stony or rocky terrain or on bush. Usual clutch 5 sub-elliptical, smooth and
glossy eggs, white with pale blue or buff tinge, finely spotted purple-grey to black,
19.2x154 mm in size. Incubation period unknown. Chicks downy and altricial.
No more data available on breeding, Probably two clutches laid annually.
Distribution and abundance: A widespread bird of bare peaks in high
mountains, breeding in Alborz Mountains, northern and eastern Khorasan,
Zagros Mountains, and highlands of Kerman and northern Baluchestan. Also
recorded once in Kaleibar Mountains (northern Azarbaijan).

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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