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Melanocorypha bimaculata
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Bimaculated Lark
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Morphological characteristics: 16-17 cmlengthand 33-41 cm wing-span.
A medium-sized to large lark greatly similar to Calandra Lark M. calandra, but
distinguished by smaller body, lack of white stripe at rear margin of wings, black
loral stripe, and longer, thicker, and pointed bill with yellow lower mandible.
Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult bird with dusty brown head,
heavily streaked brown upperparts, buff-white underparts, and two black narrow
patches at sides of breast which join almost on centre. In flight, underwing looks
dark grey. All tail-feathers with white tips except central and lateral feathers,
resulting in distinct white bar at tail-end. Juvenile like adult, but upperparts and
upperwing show broad buff feather-fringes, contrasting with centres, creating a
scalylook, and pattern on breast less pronounced.

Biological characteristics: Prefers habitats of higher altitudes than Calandra
Lark; often lives on stony or gravelly mountain steppe, on high plateaus, slopes
and terraces with sparse vegetation, or farmlands at high altitudes. On migration,
often seen in rice fields, wheat fields, and shores of lakes. Outside breeding season,
gregarious and often seen in large flocks. Behaviour and other characteristics greatly
similar to Calandra Lark. Escape-flight also similar but shorter tail and longer wings
noticeable on take-off. Feeds mainly on insects and plant seeds. Breeding starts early
Aprilto late June. Monogamous and territorial. Nest a shallow scrape lined with soft
plant material, occasionally along with old animal dung, cloth, or even paper scraps,
built on open ground or in shelter of low bush. Usual clutch 4-5, occasionally 3-6,
smooth and glossy eggs, semi-oval to oval in shape, white, greyish, or brown with
olive tinge and dark brown and light purple spots and patches, 23 2x 17 2mmin size.
Eggs hatch after 12-13 days. Chicks downy and altricial. Fledging period about 9
days, independent soon after. Usually two clutches laid annually:

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common breeding bird in natural
steppes of Azarbaijan, northern Khorasan, Zagros Mountains east to Fars, and
in Kerman highlands. A great portion of breeding population probably leaves
Iran in winter.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.



Melanocorypha yeltoniensis
Black Lark
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Morphological characteristics: 19-20 cm length and 34-41 cm wing-
span. A large lark, easily distinguished from others by black body (especially
of males). Sexes dissimilar, male with little seasonal variation. Male breeding
adult with uniform black body, strong yellow bill with black tip and slightly
decurved culmen. Non-breeding male with pale whitish grey to buff feather-
fringes which reduce the visible amount of black on feathers. Also bill yellow.
Adult female with dark brown head and upperparts, black-brown upper wing-
coverts, flight-feathers, and tail, white throat, and whitish buffunderparts with
black-brown feather-centres. Rest of body covered with black or dark brown
spots and streaks. Both sexes show dark grey legs. Juvenile resembles adult but
with lighter cheeks, more black, buff, and white patches on upperparts, and
less streaks on flanks.

Biological characteristics: Prefers steppe zone with warm dry summers and
cold snowy winters, favouring broad open plains and rolling country covered
with scattered Artemisia, Stipa and other short grass; usually near water, including
freshwater or saline lakes. In winter, often concentrates on areas were snow is
swept away by wind, as well as along roads, near herds of animals, or around
farms and villages. Flight powerful, as in other larks, with typical undulations and
sweeps. Escape-flight usually low and fast, in half circle, plummeting into low
vegetation and then hiding by squatting Walks and runs powerfully on ground.
Feeds mainly on insects and plant seeds. Food often taken by digging ground or
in winter by removing snow from surface.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant and/or an uncommon winter

visitor to the south Caspian region, occurring only in extremely severe winters.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Order: Passeriformes

sl o gl YV LYY Ll (53505 5 sl MUY o Jobo 106 2B (sl 329
oo (ool (Sl Jl o5 5 ol 5 &S (30 (5 g9Vl daly o sl aizidys SolS>
s B oslo g 5 sl _plolis BB ol ) LS5l plas ) o] (shogad (6 s 5 i
oy 5 isS ¢y SHU AL 5805 5 3 it Juad i Sl )b g Sban (60b5
b s Sl 4505 9 0525 4585 b (3 (5 S (Sloged 4y anl (ogh Ll 59,
5 o e Sla g 53 9 dads 4950 byl 295 0 003 baglag g i (59 005 45,5
51205 g g el ol 5, L 2L 28 At o LS5 Lol e gl 15 51 s
Slog blioe iz 4 s Wl gy Slosdsr sk ) rizmen g sl cla ol
oo S gl i (6355 03l 8l s o] ()5 sl g0 o oo
(o ol 030 B3 4y e WL B )15 (g i 8585 55 b g Candl (0SB (Slogod
Sl ey 9y S (ppiomen oy oo a5 & I3 uld iy sy i) Al dlausly &y
el (ool &) slosed Ll 59,

3 93nism yo s Gt (Sl il 3olis § St slayljale )33 J§ Sl 129
(B 222 S (g0 (693 (FgSn Bblin 9 LU Sz o SlinungS' (S 9 oy 21y
loi] (gloiyy (gl 8,93 51 ) 13 3948 o0 0003 35 o950 S P 2lae loj
Sloatd ) Gl SIS e Slatsepm 3 9 oo Glambrle (0 2lee (loj 3 5 o
oligS 53l )58 loj )3 sl S olSa ol &y e (Bila D948 00 003 Sy i 9 85
F bt 33 298 oo olyon (BLS gy (19,0 SRS g @y 398 L a5 33 o5 i) 2
WS (oo 45 (ol ) b e 13 9 (lalS )y g St

OS5 b 9355 Shd (g (Pl IS e e g0 a3 IglyE 9 ST
Ol (lops (e 4y Bblie cnl 13 y9> (loj )3 (B3lAs3 &S duoy o i s g Cesl e
Dyl (o

D)5 L8 (e g olan B Coles By cunypd 3 iCBlis Cunidyg

Melanocorypha leucoptera

White-winged Lark
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Morphological characteristics: 17-19 cm length and 33-37 cm wing-
span. A large lark, easily distinguished from others by colour pattern which
includesa combination of chestnut, black, white, and grey-brown. Sexes greatly
similar with little seasonal variation. Adult male with chestnut cap, cheeks, and
upper wing-coverts, light grey-brown upperparts streaked with dark brown,
and white underparts with dark streaks on breast and flanks. Secondaries
white forming a white patch on rear edge of wing, easily noticeable in contrast
with black primaries and base of secondaries and chestnut upperwing, Tail
dark grey-brown with white outer margins. Female largely similar to male,
but with grey-brown cap and more streaked breast. Juvenile resembles adult
female, but differs by scaly-looking upperparts due to light feather-fringes and
by brown (not chestnut) cap and upper wing-coverts.

Biological characteristics: Prefers dry grasslands, steppe and semi-desert,
avoiding rocky and stony hills, forests, swamps, and residential areas. On
migration, occasionally seen in farmlands. Gregarious outside breeding season,
occurring in fairly large flocks on migration and on wintering grounds. Flight
strong and undulating, like other larks. Escape-flight low and usually short,
plummeting suddenly into vegetation and running on before looking back.
Feeds mainly on insects and plant seeds in summer, only on seeds in winter.
Distribution and abundance: A scarce winter visitor to the south Caspian
region and Turkaman Steppes with numbers depending on the severity of
winter.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Alaemon alaudipes
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Greater Hoopoe Lark (Bifasciated Lark)
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Morphological characteristics:18-20 cm length and 33-41 cm wing-span.
A rather bulky lark with slender body, long decurved bill, and long legs and
tail. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Upperparts of adult sandy-grey
which turn to purer grey on head and neck. Supercilium and sub-mustachial
stripe white and eye-stripe black. Underparts white, marked with black spots or
streaks on breast. Rump and central tail-feathers sandy buff, lateral feathers black
and outermost feather white. In flight, wing conspicuously patterned black and
white. Juvenile like adult, but bill shorter, black head-pattern reduced, upperparts
spotted, and spots on breast greyer and reduced in size and extent.

Biological characteristic: Prefers sandy steppe with Stipa grass, dry sandy
wadis and salt marsh with sparse scrubby vegetation, extensive areas of small
or large dunes, and abandoned cultivated fields. Not gregarious, often solitary
or occasionally in pairs. Not inclined to fly, runs rapidly over long distances
at approach of danger, but highly aerial in display flight, rising steeply up with
fluttering wings, nose-diving back with closed wings. Feeds mainly on insects,
snails, and to some extent plant material, obtained by superficial pecking or
probing with bill in ground. Breeding starts mid-April. Nest a cup of sticks
and grass, lined with softer material, built in scrub or on ground in shade of
rock or tuft of vegetation. Usual clutch 2-4 sub-elliptical, smooth and glossy
white to pale buft eggs, variably spotted and blotched olive-brown, grey, or
paleviolet, 22.3x17.3 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 13 days. Chicks, altricial and
nidicolous, stay in nest for 12-13 days, but dependant on parents for another
30 days or more.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common and widespread resident in
the desert basins of central and eastern Iran and of the southern coastal lowlands.
Also reported once from Caspian beach near Lapoo-Zargmarz Ab-bandans in
Mazandaran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Horned Lark (Shore Lark)
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Morphological characteristics: 14-17 cm length and 30-35 cm wing-span.
Amedium-sized lark, distinguished by pale yellow to white supercilium, forehead,
and throat, sharply contrasting with black baracross forecrown which extends into
tuft of black elongated feathers at each side (‘horns’) and with conspicuous black
gorget extending from base of bill and lore across cheek to breast. Sexes almost
similar with little seasonal variation. Adult male sandy-grey above, on upperwing
and on flanks; flanks streaked pink-brown and underparts cream-white. Tail
relatively long, with pink-brown central feathers, black marginal feathers, and
off-white outermost tail-feathers, looking uniform from below: Adult female
similar to male, but ‘horns’ shorter, hind-crown and nape sandy-brown without
pink tinge, and mantle and scapulars more clearly streaked black. Juvenile with
black and white spots on brown background of upperparts, face tinged yellow;
underparts buff with dark spots on breast and flanks.

Biological characteristics: Breeds in alpine steppe and scree above tree-line
and arid mountain slopes strewn with boulders and rocks. In winter, descends
to steppe, open valleys and barren plains in lowlands. Pairs solitary and territorial
in breeding season, occasionally forming loose colonies, but gregarious in
winter, occurring in small to medium-sized groups. Flight smooth and slightly
undulating, recalling large pipits Anthus, with bouts of rapid wing-beats alternated
by short periods of gliding with wing closed. Takes food from ground, walking
about or running in short spurts. Feeds on seeds, in summer also on insects.
Breeding starts late April. Probably monogamous. Usual clutch 3-4, sometimes
2-7, sub-elliptical, smooth and glossy eggs, pale olive-green, heavily marked with
brown and grey specks or smudges, tending to form cap orring at blunt end, 22.7
x16.8 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-13 days. Chicks downy and altricial, leave
nestafter 15-18 days, independent soon after.

Distribution and abundance: A common and widespread breeding bird
in mountain ranges of northern and western Iran, south to Kerman highlands.
Moves to lower elevations in winter, occurring commonly in Urumiyeh basin in
Azarbaijan and other low-lying areas in the northwest.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Sand Martin (Bank Swallow)
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Morphological characteristics: 12-13 cm length and 26-28 cm wing-
span. A small swallow; easily recognized by white underparts with brown-
grey to dark brown breast-band, and slightly forked tail without white spots
at end. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult with brown-grey head
and upperparts, darker brown wings and tail, and white underparts with
brown chest-band. In flight, underwing grey-brown with darker wing-coverts.
Juvenile like adult but appears scaly, upperparts show narrow buff feather-
fringes, especially on rump. Also, unlike adult, chin and throat buff-grey.
Biological characteristics: Largely aerial, feeding above any type of
habitat, but prefers lowlands near water with suitable soft-soiled banks to dig
nest-holes. Such sites mostly found in banks of brooks, streams and lakes, in
sandpits, or along coasts, but sometimes in man-made earth-banks, drain-pipe,
or muddy dams along reservoirs. Sociable, breeding in colonies and gathering
in small to large flocks throughout year. Rarely settles on ground, spending
much of day in flight, resting on overhead wires and other perches, often
resting in reed-beds at night. Flight fast, but often less gliding, more fluttering,
and with fewer changes in height than other swallows and martins. Feeds on
insects and other flying invertebrates. Breeding starts April in small colonies
or sometimes solitarily. Monogamous. Nest in a small chamber lined with fine
grass and leaves at end of tunnel dug by birds themselves in sand, loam, or clay.
Usual clutch 4-5, sometimes 3-7, sub-elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy
white eggs, 17.5%12.6 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-16 days. Chicks downy
and nidicolous. Fledging period 20-24 days.

Distribution and abundance: A locally common summer visitor to
rivers and wetlands in the southwest from Lake Zarivar in Kordestan south
to Bushehr, and also found breeding at lakes on the Turkaman Steppes in
Golestan. May have bred at Lake Maharlu and Lake Tashk in central Fars.
Common and widespread on migration, occurring throughout Iran.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Order: Passeriformes
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Riparia paludicola ~ gloged ol5 alaxls
Plain Martin (Brown-throated Martin)
SlogB ()85 (58S b0yt 36,5 « gl legy W3 5 3

Morphological characteristics: 11-12 cm length and 26-27 cm wing-
span. The smallest swallow of western Palearctic with character and behaviour
of Sand Martin R. riparia, but both upperparts and underparts paler, contrasting
less, and with no dark breast-band. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. In
adult, upperparts dark grey-brown, darker on wings and tail, a little lighter on
rump. Chin, throat, and breast pale grey-brown, showing no sharp contrast with
side of head; remaining underparts white. In flight, underwing grey-brown and
wing-coverts darker. Juvenile paler above, distinguished from adult by broader
sandy-buff feather-fringes on upperparts and upper wing-coverts, especially on
rump, creating a scaly look; also legs flesh-brown instead of black.

Biological characteristics: Habitat as in Sand Martin, favouring marshes,
rivers, lakes, and sea coasts, though tolerating warmer weather conditions.
Sociable, gathering in small or large flocks. Behaviour as Sand Martin but flight
slower, involving more fluttering and more changes in direction and speed.
Rests on reeds, branches, bamboos, and powelines. Food consists of small
flying insects. Takes prey in flight, usually over water; often breaks surface in
dipping to catch low-flying insects.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant in south of Iran.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Hirundo rupestris (Ptyonoprogne rupestris) ‘:st 4.l>d>

Eurasian Crag Martin
3090 (548 jeboo0 )2 3(63,5 « s98B b2 S o5

Morphological characteristics: 14-15 cm length and 32-34 cm wing-
span. A rather large swallow with broad pointed wings and square tail. Similar
to Pale Crag Martin H. obsoleta but distinguished by bulkier build and darker
underparts and under wing-coverts. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation.
Head and upperparts of adult dark brown, underparts greyish buff with cream-
buffbreast, darker belly and under tail-coverts with white stripes below tail. Chin
and throat cream-white, mottled with brown and grey: In flight, black under wing-
coverts and square white spot near end of each tail-feather conspicuous. Juvenile
distinguished by buff feather-fringes on rump and upper wing-coverts, pink-buff
breast, and unspotted chin and throat.

Biological characteristics: Inhabits rocky and stony mountain ranges,
gorges, and steep crags. Gregarious outside breeding season, gathering in
large groups where food abundant. Flight action slower and more regular
than other swallows, interspersed with short glides and rapid swoops. Aerial,
like other swallows, but often hunts close to cliff-faces, taking disturbed insects
from rock surfaces and picking insects from rocks as it passes in flight; rarely
seen on ground unless collecting nest material. Breeding starts mid-April.
Monogamous and territorial. Breeds solitary or in small loose colonies. Nest
a half-cup of mud, lined with feathers and plant material, built on vertical
rock wall, in crevices, or in small hole, usually under overhang, frequently
on building, Usual clutch 4-5 sub-elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy eggs,
white with red and grey spots, mostly on blunt end, 21.2x14.2 mm in size.
Eggs hatch after 13-17 days. Chicks altricial and nidicolous. Fledging period
25-26 days but still fed by parents for another 21 days.
Distribution and abundance: A common summer visitor to mountain
ranges throughout Iran.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Hirundinidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Hirundo obsoleta (Ptyonoprogne obsolete) uﬂ.ﬁtﬁ :\bda-

Pale Crag Martin
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Morphological characteristics: 12-13 cmlength and 27-30 cm wing-span.
Asmallratherplainly coloured swallow, closely resembling Eurasian Crag Martin
H. rupestris, but smaller and with paler grey-brown upperparts, wing, and under
wing-coverts, pale grey-white or buff-white forehead and underparts, without
dark spots on chin and throat. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult
shows uniform pale grey-brown head and upperparts and whitish underparts.
Under tail-coverts slightly darker with whitish feather-fringes. Under wing-
coverts black with white spots on base of tail-feathers, mainly visible from below
in flight. Juvenile similar to adult, but paler above and buffier on underparts. Also,
appears scaly on upperparts due to buff-white fringes of upper wing-coverts.

Biological characteristics: Entirelyaerial, to be found above any habitat, but
prefers vicinity of vertical rock surfaces like cliffs, rock walls, steep gullies, bridges,
and houses in arid lowlands and hills. A quiet and sociable bird, forming small
and sometimes large flocks. Flight action as Crag Martin, with steady gliding,
though notas fluttering, Feeds largely on insects, taken in flight. Apparently hunts

usually at low height, often close to surface of rock walls. Breeding starts early
February to late April. Probably monogamous and territorial. Nests singly or in
small colonies under overhang of cliff, ledge, bridge, or verandah. Nest a deep
half-cup of mud without plant matter, lined with fine plant material and feathers,
stuck to underside of overhang Usual clutch 2-3 sub-elliptical, smooth and
slightly glossy white eggs, spotted and speckled black and purple-grey, 18.5x13
mmin size. Eggs hatch after 17 days. Chicks downy and altricial. Fledging period
25-30 days, still dependant on parents for food for a longer period.
Distribution and abundance: A fairly common summer visitor to central
deserts,and a common resident and winter visitor in parts of Fars, the southern
coastal lowlands and southern Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Hirundo rustica o

Barn Swallow
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Morphological characteristics: 17-21 cm length (including 2-8 cm tail-
streamers) and 32-35 cm wing-span. A familiar swallow of medium size with
long forked tail. Sexes almost similar with little seasonal variation. Adult has
black crown and upperparts with blue gloss; wings also black. Tail completely
forked, 3-6 cm deep in females and 5-8 cm deep in males, with distinct bars
when seen from below. Forehead, chin, and large area on throat chestnut-red,
also shows blue-black breast-band. Remaining underparts and under wing-
coverts buff-white. Juvenile like adult, but patch on forehead, chin, and throat
red-buff, upperparts less extensively glossy, and outer tail-feathers much
shorter (fork 2-3 cm deep).

Biological characteristics: An aerial bird, hunting low over any habitat
rich in insects, but preferably over marshes, open country with cattle, cultivated
fields, and open areas with scattered groves, hedges and trees; often close to rural
habitation. Sociable throughout year. Flight light and graceful, with characteristic
sweeps and swoops after insects. Breeding starts early April. Monogamous,
breeding singly or in small colonies. Nest a half-cup of mud pellets and animal
dung, usually mixed with plant material, with inner lining of feathers, situated on
narrow ledge against vertical surface, often within stable, cow-shed or building,
rarely in cave or tree. Usual clutch 4-5, sometimes 3-8, elongated elliptical
smooth and glossy white eggs, speckled red-brown and lilac, 19.7x13.6 mm in
size. Eggs hatch after 14-16 days. Chicks downy and altricial. Fledging period
18-23 days, but depend on parents for some more weeks.

Distribution and abundance: A very common and widespread summer
visitor and passage migrant occurring throughout Iran. Also winters in small
numbers in Khuzestan and Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Hirundinidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Red- rumped Swallow
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Morphological characteristics: 16-17 cm length (including 5-6 cm tail-
streamers) and 32-34 cm wing-span. A medium-sized swallow; rather similar to
Barn Swallow H. rustica but easily identifiable by black under tail-coverts and lack
of dark breast-band. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult with glossy
blue-black crown, upperparts, and upper wings-coverts, narrow rufous nape-bar
and broad rufous upper rump, buff-yellow lower rump, and black-brown flight-
feather and tail. Tail shorter and broader than in Barn Swallow and with no white
spots. Forehead and lore speckled bufl'and black, chin rufous-buff. Underparts
pale pinke-buff to cream-white, marked with narrow brown shaft-streaks. Under
wing-coverts buff, contrasting strongly with dusky underside of flight-feathers.
Juvenile like adult, but paler and with no blue gloss on upperparts; with buft
nape, buff-white rump, paler underparts, and shorter tail. Also, tips of upper
wing-coverts and flight-feathers with traces of narrow pale buff fringes.
Biological characteristics: Aerial, generally feeding in valleys and gorges,
above broken ground, or in open fields and parkland with groves and trees,
tolerating warmer habitats than Barn Swallow; avoids dense forests, high
mountains, and deserts. Generally gregarious, especially in winter, occurring in
small flocks, but sometimes solitary when breeding, Flight slower and with far
less rapid wing-beats than Barn Swallow. Feeds largely on insects, taken in air.
Breeding starts late April, either singly or in small colonies. Nest a round bowl
of mud-pellets and grasses, attached at underside of horizontal surface, with
extended entrance tunnel, lined with soft plant material, wool, and feathers,
situated in crack, in fissure of rock under overhang, below bridge or on ceiling
of ruin, verandah, or inhabited house. Usual clutch 4-S, sometimes 2-7, sub-
elliptical smooth and slightly glossy white eggs, occasionally marked with fine
red-brown specks, 20.3x14.2 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 13-16 days. Chicks
downy and altricial. Fledging period 22-26 days.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common summer visitor to the
Zagros Mountains and in hills of the southern coastal plains to Kerman
highlands. A very scarce passage migrant in the north and east.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Common House Martin
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Morphological characteristics: 13-15 cm length and 26-29 cm wing-span.
A medium-sized swallow with black-and-white plumage and short forked tail,
distinguished from other swallows by its white rump. Sexes greatly similar with
some seasonal variation. Adult male in breeding season shows glossy bluish black
upperparts, black-brown wings and tail, and white rump; underparts uniform
white, under wing-coverts dull grey. Breeding female shows greyish underparts,
toes fleshy pink, and tarsus covered with white feathers. Non-breeding adult
shows variable buff-grey wash and spotting on rump, cheek, throat, and flanks;
contrastbetween black upperparts and white underparts partly reduced. Juvenile
like adult non-breeding but upperparts black-brown, spotted grey-brown on
head and brown on flight-feathers and tail. Cap not sharply defined, gradually
merging into buff-grey on sides of head.

Biological characteristics: Like Barn Swallow Hirundo rustica, prefers
residential area, open country, and cliffs. Avoids dense forests. Presence of
water sources and flying insects play major role in habitat selection. Highly
gregarious, found in large flocks throughout the year. Flight action smoother
than in Barn Swallow, with more fluttering and much less swooping and
twisting. Mostly feeds on flying insects. Breeding starts mid-April, nesting
singly or in small to large densely-packed colonies. Nest a half-cup of mud
pellets attached under overhang on rock, crag, bridge, or building, lined with
feathers and soft plant material. Usual clutch 3-5, sometimes 1-7, semi-oval,
smooth and white eggs, occasionally marked with tiny light red spots,19.4
x13.4 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 13-19 days. Chicks altricial and nidicolous.
Fledging period 19-25 days. Usually 2-3 clutches laid annually; young of
earlier clutches contribute to rearing newly hatched chicks.

Distribution and abundance: A locally common summer visitor to all
main mountain ranges and a fairly common and widespread passage migrant.
Small numbers winter in Khuzestan and along Persian Gulf coast, possibly
also in central Fars.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species
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Family: Motacillidae

6 S3binEs : osl3B

Order: Passeriformes
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Motacilla alba gl SSlia 03

White Wagtail (Pied Wagtail)
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Morphological characteristics: 16.5-19 cm length and 25-30 cm wing-
span. The most common wagtail, clad in black, grey, and white, but pattern of

these colours varies especially in males. Sexes greatly similar with no seasonal
variation. Breeding male of north and north-western sub-species (from
Azarbaijan east along Caspian Sea and northern Alborz to western Golestan)
has black rear cap, throat, and nape, uniform grey upperparts, and white forehead
and side of head and neck as well as white breast, belly, and outer tail-feathers;
adult male of eastern sub-species (from eastern Golestan, Khorasan, and eastern
Baluchestan) has black of nape connected with that on throat, all head, neck, and
breast appearing black apart from white patch on forehead extending to around
eye; elsewhere in Iran, from Qazvin and south slope of Alborz south to Persian
Gulf coast, shows varying mixture of black-and-white on side of neck. Breeding
female like male but black of nape less sharply defined from grey of mantle.
Non-breeding and juvenile plumages have crown and sometimes nape grey and
throat white, black sometimes restricted to black or brown bar on breast.
Biological characteristics: Closely associated with water and damp open
habitat, but also a follower of human cultivation, especially near cattle and their
drinking places; found along lakes, rivers, irrigation canals, estuaries, and sea
coasts. Generally solitary when feeding, forming feeding territories or small
flocks depending on food availability. Flight noticeably free and undulating,
Feeds on insects and other small invertebrates on ground or on floating
vegetation by walking or running, with constant up-and-down movement of
tail; insects sometimes chased in short aerial pursuit. Breeding starts mid-March
to June in fissure of rock, holes in well, wall, or building or under roof of cattle
shed, rarely in tree-hole or old nest of other bird. Monogamous. Nest a cup
of leaves and plant fibres, lined with feathers, wool, and hair. Usual clutch 5-6,
sometimes 3-7, oval grey-white eggs, speckled grey and brown, 20.6 x 153 mm
in size. Eggs hatch after 11-16 days. Chicks altricial and covered in sparse down,
fledge after 14-18 days. Usually 1-2 clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A common resident, breeding throughout
Iran; a summer visitor to the northwest, with a small number remaining
through winter in Urumiyeh Lake and near Tabriz. Winters in large numbers in
Khuzestan and Persian Gulf coast, in smaller numbers in Baluchestan.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Motacilla citreola
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Citrine Wagtail (Yellow-headed Wagtail)
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Morphological characteristics: 15.5-17 cm length and 24-27 cm wing-
span. A brightly coloured wagtail with yellow head, resembling Yellow Wagtail
M. flava but with longer tail and striking double white wing-bar. Sexes dissimilar,
male with seasonal variation. Breeding male shows fully bright yellow head,
throat, and underparts, black upperparts from lower hind neck to tail, dark grey
flanks, black wings with broad white wing-bars and white flash on tertials, and
black tail with largely white outer feathers. Non-breeding male with paler yellow
on head and black on nape, upperparts brown, similar to female due to grey-
brown head and face. Female with grey-brown crown and side of head, yellow
supercilium, pale yellow underparts, and grey flanks; black bar on nape absent.
Juvenile paler than adult, with grey upperparts and white belly:

Biological characteristics: Prefers damp meadows for breeding, either
along lakes in lowland steppe or in mountain steppe high-up; in winter, occurs
among grass and low vegetation in wetlands, along irrigation canals and rivers,
and in wet meadows and rice fields, never away from water. Gregarious outside
breeding season, mixing sometimes with other species of wagtail. Flightas Yellow
Wagtail, but wing-beats slightly more powerful and with longer undulations.
Feeds on invertebrates, often aquatic, taken from water surface, bare ground, or
vegetation; sometimes catches prey during short aerial pursuit. Breeding starts
April to May. Monogamous. Nest a cup of leaves, fine stems, and moss, lined
with feathers and hair, situated in hole in riverbank, building, rock, tree, or old
nest of other bird. Usual clutch 4-5, rarely 6, oval, buff or pale grey eggs, finely
speckled grey or grey-brown, 19.6x14.5 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 14-15 days.
Chicks downy and altricial; fledging after 14-15 days, but still fed by parents for
afew more days. Usually 1-2 clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: Black-backed form calcarata is an uncommon
breedingsummervisitor to the uplands of eastern Khorasan; also recorded aslocal
breeder in mountain marshes in Baluchestan and in wet meadows in Sistan over
acentury ago. A winter visitor in small numbers to wetlands in the south Caspian
region, Khuzestan, central Fars, Esfahan, and Hormozgan, most probably of grey-
backed sub-species werae from lowland steppe in west-central Asia.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Motacillidae

b S3bisEs : oslB

Order: Passeriformes
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Motacilla flava 3,3 SSlia @3

Yellow Wagtail
35 S 3 o 305 (58915 122265 5 T 39298 sl 3 S 5

Morphological characteristics: 15-17 cm length and 23-27 cm wing-span. The
smallest wagtail in Iran, showing a considerable amount of morphological variation,
leading to recognition of 6-7 sub-species in the country. Breeding males of these sub-
species differ mainly in head pattern, showing various combination of yellow; white,
bluish grey, and black. Females and juveniles of various forms hard to distinguish, even
in hand. M. feldeggis the form commonly breedingin Iran. Sexes dissimilar in summer
with some seasonal variation. Adult male with black top and side ofhead without white
supercilium, grey-brown upperparts and wings, and yellow underparts. Tail black with
largely white outer feathers. Adult breeding female and non-breeding adult male with
dark olive-grey head with or without trace of narrow pale supercilium and with pale
yellow wash on white underparts. Juvenile with brown-green upperparts with spots
on throat, marked with pale buff supercilium; also, underparts pale buft. Other males
migrating in spring and summer have been identified as beema from Kazakhstan (pale
ash-grey head, broad white supercilium and cheekstripe, trace of white stripe below
eye), flava from central and eastern Europe (blue-grey cap, dark grey ear-coverts, white
supercilium and cheek-stripe), thunbergi from northern Eurasia (dark grey cap, black
ear-coverts, no supercilium, white cheeke-stripe, often spotted black gorget on breast),
lutea also from Kazakhstan (all-yellow head with trace of green cap and ear-coverts),
melanogrisea from Turkmenistan and Afghanistan (black-headed like feldegg but with
white cheek-stripe), and leucocephala perhaps from west Mongolia (white-headed with
trace of pale ash-grey on cap and ear-coverts).

Biological characteristics: Prefers damp fringes with grassy vegetation along
rivers and lakes, flooded fields, wet pasture, damp grazing land, halophyte vegetation
along saline lakes and in lagoons, and grain- or mustard-fields, always in wide and open
country, avoiding mountains and broken, arid, sandy; stony, or bare ground, forests, and
enclosed landscape. Solitary or in small family groups when breeding, but may form
small dispersed breeding colonies in suitable habitat; occurs in large flocks in winter.
Flight undulating with bursts of rapid wing-beats alternated by gliding with wings
closed. Feeds on small invertebrates on damp ground, from water or vegetation, or in
air during short sallies from low perch. Breeding starts April to May in irrigated fields,
flooded meadows, and riverbanks. Monogamous and territorial. Nest a cup of grass in
shallow scrape, lined with hair, wool, or fur, among dense low vegetation. Usual clutch
5-6, rarely 7, oval, smooth and glossy; grey-white to buff eggs, densely spotted with
brown, 19 x14.1mm in size. Eggs hatch after 11-14 days. Chicks downy and altricial.
Leave nest in 10-13 days; fly in 17 days but remain with parents for a few more weeks.
Usually 1-2 clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A summer visitor to freshwater wetlands
throughout northern and western Iran south to Khuzestan, Sistan-Baluchestan,
Fars, and Bushehr. Widespread all over the country on migration.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Grey Wagtail
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Morphological characteristics: 18-19 cm length and 25-27 cm wing-
span. More slender and with longer body than any other wagtail, with slimness

of rear body enhanced by exceptionally long tail and short pink-brown legs.
Sexes dissimilar, male with marked seasonal variation. Breeding male has blue-
grey head and face and yellow-olive rump, white supercilium and malar stripe,
black bib on chin and throat, and yellow underparts; tail black with white outer
feathers and wing dark grey, with a pale band across base of flight-feathers,
conspicuous in flight. Female and non-breeding similar, but throat without black
bib and underparts paler. Juvenile like female but greenish brown above, with
buffunderparts and paler face.

Biological characteristics: Prefers stony brooks and rivulets in foothills and
mountains, dotted by gravelly banks and with boulders or trees; in winter also
along shore of standing freshwater, broader rivers, irrigation canals, reservoirs,
water tanks, and cattle pens. Solitary and strongly territorial, but in family groups
in summer and gathering at night in small roosting flocks in winter. Flight
undulating as in other wagtails, but with bursts of even more rapid wing-flapping,
Feeds along water edge and on stones and branches in water, with constant
wagging of long tail. Breeding starts April-May. Monogamous. Nest a cup of
grasses and roots, lined with hair and wool, situated among boulders, in rock-
fissures, or in holes of walls or bridges near water. Usual clutch 4-6, rarely 3-7,
oval smooth and glossy cream or grey-buffeggs, faintly marked grey or grey-buft,
189x14.3 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 11-14 days. Chicks downy and altricial,
fledge after 11-13 days but are fed by both parents for 14 more days. Usually
1-2clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common summer visitor along
mountain rivers in Alborz and Zagros mountains, descending to lower altitudes
in winter. Also occurring commonly in winter in the south Caspian region,
occasionally reaching Khuzestan lowlands, Persian Gulf coast, and southern
Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Motacillidae

b S3binEs : aslB

Order: Passeriformes
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Anthus richardi
Richard's Pipit
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Morphological characteristics: 17-20 cm length and 29-33 cm wing-
span. The largest pipit of western Palearctic, with longlegs and tail. Sexes similar
with no seasonal variation. Adult shows brown-buff head and upperparts
with rather bold black streaks. Brest streaked buff and rest of underparts
white. Supercilium buff-white and stripe below eye black. Legs and hind claw
exceptionally long, Juvenile like adult but darker above, with white margins to
upper wing-coverts.

Biological characteristics: Prefers steppe and humid meadows as well
as cultivations. Not very gregarious, mostly found in scattered flocks. Flight
powerful and undulating, with continuous wing-beats followed by closure
of wings; sometimes hovers before landing. Feeds mostly on invertebrates
taken from ground or among stones; catches flying insects by jumping up or
in short flight.

Distribution and abundance: A scarce passage migrant or vagrant,
mostly in spring and autumn, in the east and south.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Anthus campestris S Co o

Tawny Pipit
)by (B9 el 23S

Morphological characteristics: 15.5-18 cm length and 25-28 cm wing-
span. A large pipit with rather elongate body and tail, recalling wagtails Motacilla.
Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult bird with sandy buff upperparts
and side of head, indistinctly streaked dark brown on wing-coverts. Underparts
white without markings, tinged buff on breast and flanks when plumage fresh.
Side of head well-marked by white supercilium, blackish stripe through eye, and
white malar stripe with narrow black border above and below. Juvenile like adult
but with dark streaks on crown, upperparts and upper breast show fine black
dots or short streaks, and fringes of upper wing-coverts narrower and whiter.
Biological characteristics: Inhabits arid mountain steppe on slopes and
plateaus, covered with stones or sparse vegetation alternated by rocky outcrops
and open sandy or clayey soil, in winter often in arid dunes or cultivated or
fallow fields. Solitary or in small family groups in summer, sometimes in larger
flocks during migration and in winter. Flight strong and straight, alternating
series of flaps with short glides. Feeds while walking on open ground oramong
herbage, chiefly taking insects, but also seeds, mainly in winter. Breeding
starts late April to early June with territories established in cultivated fields,
bushlands, and rocky areas. Monogamous. Nest a cup of grasses, leaves, and
roots, lined with finer plant material and hair. Usual clutch 4-5, rarely 6, oval,
smooth and glossy whitish eggs, heavily marked with brown and purplish
grey spots and blotches, 21.9x15.7 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 13-14 days.
Chicks downy and altricial. Leave nest after 12-14 days, independent 35 days
later. Usually two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A common summer visitor to uplands
in the north. A widespread passage migrant in spring and autumn, and a
rather scarce wintering bird in southern coastal lowlands from Khuzestan to
Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Motacillidae

b S3bisEs : oslB

Order: Passeriformes
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Anthus similis
Long-billed Pipit
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Morphological characteristics: 16-17 cm length and 27-34 cm wing-
span. Alarge pipit, distinguished from other pipits by long and thick bill, long tail,
and short hind claw: Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult with grey-
brown crown, nape, and upperparts, with indistinct darker streaks, also has long
pale supercilium, buff underparts with indistinct streaks, and long brown tail
with buff outer feathers. Bill black-brown with restricted amount of pink-yellow
at base of lower mandible. Juvenile like adult but centres of wings, breast, and
upper wing-coverts blacker, and with distinct dark eye-stripe and moustachial
stripe, resembling Richard’s Pipit A. richardi, but outer tail still buff, not white.
Biological characteristics: A bird of semi-arid rocky hills covered with
sparse grass, scrub, and juniper, wintering on open or partly scrub-covered dry
arable land and sandy grassland. Generally solitary or in pairs, but small parties
occur in winter. Flight like other pipits, powerful and undulating, with sudden
take-off and hovering above cover before landing. Feeds mainly on insects.
Breeding start mid-March. Probably monogamous. Nest a shallow cup of plant
fibres, lined with finer plant material and hair, situated in depression on ground
or in shelter of rock or vegetation. Usual clutch 3, sometimes 2-S, oval smooth
and glossy grey-white eggs, heavily marked with brown spots, 23x16.5 mm in
size. Eggs hatch after 13-14 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nest after 14-
15 days, independent 35 days later.

Distribution and abundance: A rather scarce and local breeding bird on
arid rocky hillsides in southern Zagros and Kerman highlands; more commonin
highlands of Sistan-Baluchestan. Migration pattern in Iran not known, but seen
in small numbers along southern coasts; also wintering in southern Hormozgan
and Sistan-Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Tree Pipit
O 83835 (58 il 1S

Morphological characteristics: 14-15 cm length and 25-27 cm wing-
span. A small pipit, similar to Meadow Pipit A. pratensis but with yellow-buff
throat and breast, thicker bill, and short and well-curved hind claw. Sexes
similar with no marked seasonal variation. Adult bird has brown upperparts
and crown with dark streaks, white chin, and bufl-yellow throat and breast;
flanks also buff-yellow with discrete black spots and rest of underparts white.
Juvenile inseparable.

Biological characteristics: Prefers parkland, open forest, and forest edge,
where lush meadows and grassland or other low vegetation meets trees and
tall shrub. Solitary or in pairs in summer, but in small flocks during migration,
roosting, and feeding. Feeds on ground, but sings from perch on top of tree or
bush, or lands on it after song-flight. Flight pattern curved, but in comparison
with Meadow Pipit has a more straight flight with elate wings and tail and
downward feet and sometimes comes down on ground. Feeds chiefly on
insects, but some plant material taken in autumn and winter. Breeding starts
April to May. Monogamous. Nest a cup on ground, made of dry grass, often
with foundation of moss, lined with finer grasses and hair. Usual clutch 4-6,
sometimes 8, oval, smooth and glossy eggs, brown, grey; green, pink, or reddish,
profusely spotted olive, black, or brown-red, 20.7x15.6 mm in size. Eggs hatch
after 12-14 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nest after 12-14 days.
Distribution and abundance: A common summer visitor in open forest
on northern slopes of the Alborz and Kaleibar Mountains (Azarbaijan). A
fairly common and widespread passage migrant all over Iran; a few winter
records in Khuzestan, southern Hormozgan, and Sistan-Baluchestan.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in global or national
protected species.
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Family: Motacillidae

b S3bisEs : oslB

Order: Passeriformes
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Anthus hodgsoni  (S¢ 5 Cawn S &

Olive-backed Pipit (Indian Tree Pipit)
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Morphological characteristics: 14-15 cm length and 24-27 cm wing-
span. A small pipit, very similar to Tree Pipit A. trivialis, but distinguished
by olive-green ground-colour of upperparts, bold white supercilium, heavy
dark spotting on breast, and shorter hind claw: Sexes similar with no seasonal
variation. Adult with dark olive crown, cheek, upperparts, wings, and tail
with faint streaks on mantle and crown, and bold white supercilium, rusty-
bufl in front of eye. Chin white, throat and breast yellow-buff with distinct
black patches; flanks also yellow-bufl with fine streaks, and rest of underparts
white. Juvenile closely resembles adult but with browner upperparts, paler
underparts with longer and wider streaks.

Biological characteristics: Prefers damp or dry grassland and short
vegetation close to scrub and trees or near villages. Solitary outside breeding
season, occurring in small groups on migration, also when roosting and
feeding, Flight light and undulating like other pipits. Chiefly feeds on seeds in
winter, searching in low herbage.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant to southeast Iran.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Meadow Pipit
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Morphological characteristics: 14-15.5 cm length and 22-25 cm wing-
span. A small pipit with rounded wings and short tail. Similar to Tree Pipit A.
trivialis, but identified by more olive upperparts, heavily spotted and streaked
onwhitish chest,and yellow bill. Sexes similarwith no seasonal variation. Adult
bird with olive-green, olive-brown, or buff-brown crown, nape, upperparts,
and wings, with dull black streaking on cap, mantle, and scapulars, and with
rather ill-defined pale supercilium; underparts pale yellow or white with rows
of black spots on breast and olive streaks on flanks, appearing striped. Rump
and upper tail-coverts paler than upperparts, under tail-coverts white; tail dark
brown with central feathers much as rump but outer ones darker. Juvenile
similar to adult but dark streaks on upperparts more distinct, underparts
streaked buff, and tail shorter.

Biological characteristics: Prefers grass and short vegetation in plains
or on hills, tolerating some scrub and taller herbs, preferring damp areas like
open wetland, salt marsh, irrigated field with low crops and grassy dikes, and
roads between ponds and rice fields; avoids bare rock, sand flats, and dense
vegetation. Gregarious outside breeding season, occurs in small scattered
groups during migration and in winter. Flight a series of odd erratic bursts of
wing-beats producing jerky, hesitant progress over short distance, but more
persistent fluttering over long distance. Feeds mainly on invertebrates, taken
from ground and vegetation, in winter also on seeds; insects sometimes taken
in aerial pursuit.

Distribution and abundance: A very common winter visitor to the south
Caspian region and fairly common in Tehran area; scarce farther south, with
only small numbers reaching Khuzestan and central Fars.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Motacillidae

b S3bisEs : oslB

Order: Passeriformes

auwl)

5; -.5—

(8]

PAO

@ o)

oSl YW B VO Llly (53,28 g 52 il VO B oy Jobo 5 ol (sleaS 329
K olypuo Co P & and i U o il g ojlil Lo 5l g dinSo oS (b o ol
4?)45) S 9 Rvew ZJ)&) sd‘oﬂ‘j u)Lo)> 3)55) <9 Ul5|)5 35)4?) :\]awlg LY (5‘9 ool
s (ad Ol gl by g gliio (g yglan g 8y93 50 03l g 505 g0 Blaie oyl
Sledl g 459) (255 (w0 S g 2l (290 Jlp Spgleg By93 > b BNy
rom| L;:Lo)> )9)5 Ao g LMU; ‘431% ..)).) olw &) L S g Ujjlo Qf)df) L dlb}@
4015 (lo e 85145, g S 45 05 (Slotond ol 9 (6395 (5SS Wl o5 slojpdes
9y )5 b (92955 (55l 5 Al Wl Bole .15 sl 0 01,88 Ingloy b iz S)bo 3 )
295 B 58350 )93 cpl 1) )0)15 (lgl8 8,5 45 )45, L olyen S5 08 (5900 A
ol slaaSd 9 b jlos Laglay g 45 )3 9 483 oo Camd I g 9 9IS (90 (2o ST
5008 S5y )l 5l (g ol alines Jbg )3 baosle ad JL 0k 29800 ol gl 8
D)1 s (Jobo 85,45, 4iig) 3 93,55 cod i 4 Al g igS 1 (ol

5 3k syl 528 BN wligS e (lalS b gbye slojliile £ dun§ (Sl 329
Sglag> B9 Sl )b 53 S o B lsie 4] Of jglore 03)55 w3d (Slodee
LS).lﬂ):f. g g0 040D o.\Sl).i 9 g§¢‘>9§ i 2 el Lg;llw.a) 9 Col uf—l«o‘ leb..\i).‘g
5SS o Sldgsle e Slpds it )l Lty plo & e 9 JSS (250
S oo a3 (S )l e e &

295yl oo B3y oS s 41 5 )l Jsane 555 2lee 1 SNgliE 9 ST
9 Ol 9 Qliwjgd Sloslinl g )33 Sl (g (2 > SWI Bl & eimen ul
S (o (IS e iz ol

Anthus cervinus

Red-throated Pipit
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Morphological characteristics: 14-15 cm length and 25-27 cm wing-
span. A small pipit, resembling Meadow Pipit A. pratensis in size and build,
but distinguished by heavier black streaking on rufous-brown of upperparts,
extending to rump, and white underparts. Sexes dissimilar in breeding season,
male with seasonal variation. Adult male in summer shows rufous supercilium,
cheeks, and chin to breast, brown crown, nape, upperparts, and wings with
bold dark streaking. Under wing-coverts grey-buffand rest of underparts white
with dark streaks extending from side of breast to flanks. Adult female shows
creamy or buff chin and throat, with pale pink breast densely streaked dark.
Non-breeding male lacks rufous on face, throat, and breast and shows more
streaked and spotted underparts and flanks. Juvenile like female in winter but
streaked white above and with no rufous on cheeks and breast.

Biological characteristics: Prefers damp fields with short grass, fringes of
lakes and lagoons, dams and dirt roads in rice fields, and open farmland with
patches of shallow water. Occurs mostly in small scattered groups outside
breeding season. Flight undulating as other pipits. Feeds chiefly on insects,
snails, and some seeds.

Distribution and abundance: A common and widespread passage migrant
in spring and rather scarce in autumn. A rare winter visitor to the south Caspian
region, Khuzestan, and Sistan-Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Anthus spinoletta
Water Pipit
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Morphological characteristics: 17-17.5 cm length and 24-29 cm wing-
span. A rather large pipit with almost uniform grey upperparts. Sexes similar
with some seasonal variation. Adult in breeding season has grey crown, lore, and
nape, pale grey-brown upperparts with ill-defined dark olive-brown streaks, and
white supercilium and cheelestripe. Throat, breast, and upper belly pale pink-
buft and rest of underparts whitish with restricted and narrow dark grey streaks
on side of breast and flanks. In flight greyish double wing-bar and whitish outer
tail-feathers visible. In winter, chin and throat white, breast and flanks creamy
with short and narrow brown stripes on breast and upper flank, and remaining
underparts white. Juvenile like adult in winter but streaks on upperparts and
breast blacker and more distinct, though facial pattern less clear-cut.
Biological characteristics: In summer, prefers alpine meadows and
montane steppe nearby water, covered with grasses and low herbs mixed
with boulders and rocky outcrops; in winter, favours open marshland, damp
meadows, and fringes of freshwater lakes, reservoirs, and sewage ponds. Solitary
or in small family groups in summer, single or in small flock in winter. Flight
like other pipits. Feeds mainly on invertebrates, sometimes plant material taken
on ground but occasionally catches insects in flight. Breeding starts mid-April.
Monogamous and territorial. Nest a deep cup of leaves, grass and moss, lined
with finerleaves and hair, builtin hole on slope or among rocks. Usual clutch 4-6
sub-elliptical smooth and glossy, whitish to light grey eggs, marked with brown
and grey specks, 21.4 x15.7mm in size. Eggs hatch after 14-15 days. Chicks,
downy and altricial, leave nest in 14-15 days, independent 28-30 days later.
Usually two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A locally fairly common summer visitor to
Alborz, Kaleibar Mountains and other Azarbaijan highlands. Locally also in
northern Khorasan east to the damp west slope of mountains near Turbat-e Jam.
A common winter visitor to freshwater wetlands throughout Iran, especially
common in the south Caspian lowlands, Khuzestan, Sistan-Baluchestan, and
central Fars. Migrants seen all over Iran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Motacillidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Anthus rubescens

Buff-bellied Pipit
Slogl8 Syt 52551263, 98 il (o)l (S)B2S

Morphological characteristics: 16-17 cm length and 21.5-26 em wing-
span. Close in size, general characters, and plumage to Water Pipit A. spinoletta,
butunderparts warmer buff with no whitish supercilium present. Sexes similar
with little seasonal variation. Adult in breeding season shows dark greyish
olive-brown crown, nape, and upperparts, streaked on breast and flanks, and
red-brown legs. In winter, upperparts dark olive or brown-grey, belly and
flanks more heavily streaked dark. No data available on juvenile morphology.
Biological characteristics: Habitat, behaviour, and food as in Water
Pipit, but in winter also found near seashore in salt vegetation and at fringe of
brackish creeks and mudflats.

Distribution and abundance: Status uncertain; possibly only a vagrant
to Iran in winter.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Pycnonotus leucotis

White-eared Bulbul
by lmmnnr doyos  Jog 26355 < I3 Jg Loy 3 S 53

Lo Jubs

Morphological characteristics: 18-20 cm length and 25-28 cm wing-
span. A boldly coloured noisy bulbul associated with human habitation.
Mostly P L. mesopotamia occurs in Iran. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation.
In adult, head, neck, and throat black with big white spot on ear-coverts and
rear of cheeks; feathers at rear of cap sometimes raised to form short crest.
Upperparts and upper wing-coverts uniform brown—grey, contrasting with
black-brown tail and flight-feathers; tail-feathers (except central pair) show
broad white tip. Breast and flanks light brown-grey; grading to pale grey on
underparts, and under tail-coverts orange-yellow: Bill and legs black. Hood
of juvenile browner and cheek-patches less clear-cut; under tail-coverts paler
than adult. P [ leucotis smaller, with black eye-ring, smaller cheek patch, more
slender bill, and noticeably whiter belly.

Biological characteristics: Prefers gardens, palm-groves, orchards,and parks
in and near villages and towns, largely adapted to live in man-made habitats, but
locally also away from cultivations in riverine scrub. Lives pair-wise in territories,
defended by loud song, but sometimes occurs in small flocks outside breeding
season. Feeds mainly on insects, fruit, and berries, also seeds, buds, and nectar.
Breeding starts early March. Monogamous. Nest a cup of roots, grasses and
twigs, lined with moss and other soft material, built in trees, bush, or building,
Usual clutch 3, sometimes 2-4, sub-elliptical, smooth and glossy pinkish white
eggs, marked with red spots, blotches, and lines, 22.1x16.8 mm in size. Eggs
hatch after 10-12 days. Chicks altricial and nidicolous. Fledging period 9-11
days. Usually 2-3 clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: Sub-species mesopotamia, a common
and widespread resident in western, southern, and south-eastern Iran, from
Kermanshah and Ilam to Fars and Kerman east to Sistan-Baluchestan. Locally
introduced furthernorth, withapparentlyself-sustainingpopulationswidespread
in Tehran area, Karaj, Nur (Mazandaran), and Mashhad (Khorasan). Birds
occurring in Sistan-Baluchestan east of line Zahedan-Saravan are nominate
leuicotis.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Pycnonotidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Pycnonotus cafer

Red-vented Bulbul
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Morphological characteristics: 20-22 cm length and 25-30 cm wing-
span. A fairly large and noisy bulbul recalling White-eared Bulbul P leucotis,
distinguished by larger size and bright red under tail-coverts. Sexes similar
with no seasonal variation. In adult, head, neck, and upper breast black, cheek
shows indistinct brown-grey patch, and hindcrown peaked. Apart from white
rump and red under tail-coverts, upperparts and upperwing dark grey-brown
with black feather-centres, underparts grey-brown with grey-white feather-
fringes, whiter on mid-belly; body appears scaled due to pale feather-fringes.
Tail black with white tip, bill and leg black. Juvenile like adult, but head black-
brown, white of rump tinged buff, outer fringes of flight-feathers tinged rufous,
and pale tail-tip ill-defined or almost absent. Hybrids of Red-vented Bulbul
and White-eared Bulbul show lighter plumage.

Biological characteristics: Prefers farms, gardens, orchards, hedgerows,
and acacia and mesquite thickets in dry woodland in plains and hills. Usually
gregarious, living in small noisy flocks, but pair-wise in breeding season. Flight

T 3 525 Jals

quick and powerful. Feeds on fruit, nectar, and insects like grubs, butterflies
and ants; largely arboreal, but some food taken from ground. Breeding starts
March. Monogamous and territorial. Nest a cup of leaves and twigs, lined with
soft grass, hair, and feathers, built in bush or tree. Usual clutch 3-4, sometimes
2, sub-elliptical smooth and glossy pink-white eggs, marked with brown or
purple-red spots, 21.9x162 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 14 days. Chicks
downy and altricial. Usually 2-3 clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: Restricted to Kish Island (Hormozgan),
where self-sustaining population occurs all over, probably originating from
escaped cage-birds.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Lanius collurio
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Morphological characteristics: 16-18 cm length and 24-27 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized shrike, distinguished from others by grey cap, rufous-
brown mantle, scapulars, and upper wing-coverts. Sexes dissimilar with no
seasonal variation. Adult male has grey cap, nape, and upper mantle, rufous-
brown lower mantle, scapulars, and wing-coverts, and blue-grey rump. Broad
black mask extends from forehead and lore through eye to ear-coverts. Lower
cheek, chin, throat, and under tail-coverts white, remaining underparts pinkish
white. Tail and flight-feathers black, tail-feathers with white base except for
central pair. Bill and legs black. Female rather different from male, rufous-brown
above with brown crown, grey nape, brighter rufous tail with less white on base
of feathers, dark brown ear-coverts, and buff-white supercilium and underparts,
latter marked with brown crescents on breast and flanks; bill paler and legs grey-
brown. Juvenile similar to female but buff or brown above with dark crescent
marks, underparts creamy with scaly pattern, and tail brown.

Biological characteristics: Prefers warm, dry, or semi-arid areas with
scattered growth of bushes and low trees. Territorial throughout year, but
in small loose flocks on migration. Flight between perches direct, but more
undulating over longer distance. Hunts from perch on bush, fence, or low
branch in tree, swooping to ground to catch prey; but also takes prey in air or
from bush, sometimes while hovering Feeds mainly on insects, chiefly beetles,
as well as small mammals, birds, and reptiles, sometimes impaling their bodies
on thorns. Breeding starts April. Nest a massive cup of twigs, grasses, and leaves,
lined with soft grass, hair, wool, and feathers, built high inside bush. Usual clutch
5-6, rarely 7, sub-elliptical to short sub-elliptical smooth and glossy buff eggs,
marked with ring of brown, grey, and purple spots, 22.9x17.1 mm in size. Eggs
hatch after 14-16 days. Chicks, altricial and nidicolous, leave nest in 12-16 days,
but remain with parents for some more days.

Distribution and abundance: A common summer visitor to forests of
northern Azarbaijan and in the foothills and slopes of Alborz east to Amol. Also,
a common and widespread passage migrant in spring (mid-April to late May)
and autumn (early August to mid-October) almost throughout the country,
although scarce in central and south-eastern Iran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Laniidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Lanius isabellinus
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Isabelline Shrike (Daurian Shrike)
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Morphological characteristics: 15-17 cm length and 25-28 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized shrike, similar to Turkestan Shrike L. phoenicuroides, but
distinguished by paler upperparts, more uniform buft underparts, and lack of
white band above black mask on face. Sexes dissimilar with no seasonal variation.
Adult male has sandy to grey-brown crown, nape, and upperparts. Forehead and
supercilium rather wide, pale yellow-buff, merging into grey of cap but sharply
defined from black mask extending from bill-base through eye to ear-coverts.

Rump rufous, tail red-brown with slightly darker base to central feathers. Upper
wing-coverts grey-brown, flight-feathers black with distinct white spot at base of
primaries, well-visible in flight. Breast and flanks buffand rest of underparts white.
Legs rather short, grey-black in colour, and bill black. Female like male but paler
above, white spot on base of primaries smaller or absent, underparts scaled, and
legs greyer. Juvenile with crescent marks above and scaly-looking below; similar to
juvenile of Red-backed Shrike L. collurio.

Biological characteristics: Prefers open arid country with patchy bushes,
open fields with bushes and margins of farmland. Behaviour similar to Turkestan
and Red-backed Shrikes. Mostly solitary outside breeding season. Flight direct
between close perches, but more undulating over longer distances. Often feeds
on insects and their larvae, especially beetles, but also on other invertebrates
and small vertebrates. Sits on prominent look-out perch and glides down onto
ground to catch prey or pursues insects and small passerines in flight.
Distribution and abundance: A fairly common passage migrant, in spring
and autumn, throughout much of Tran, but scarce or absent in the extreme north-
west. Also winters in lowlands of Sistan basin, Persian Gulf coasts, southern Fars
and Khuzestan. As Isabelline and Turkestan shrikes were previously considered
to be the same species, the precise distributions of the two species in Iran needs
more study.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Turkestan Shrike
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Morphological characteristics: 16.5-18 cm length and 25-28 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized shrike, similar to Isabelline (Daurian) Shrike L. isabellinus
but distinguished by darker upperparts, whitish underparts, and bold white
supercilium. Considered as a sub-species of Isabelline Shrike until recently, but
was separated due to great genetic differences. Sexes dissimilar with no seasonal
variation. Adult male has rufous crown and nape, brown-grey upperparts and
hindneck, rather wide black supercilium extending from bill to ear-coverts, rufous
rump, and red-brown tail with dark central feathers. Upper wing-coverts grey-
brown and flight-feathers black, with large white patch on base of primaries. Chin
and cheek white, side of breast and flanks tinged buff, and rest of underparts white.
Adult female similar to female of Isabelline Shrike but with whitish supercilium,
brown-grey upperparts, and white underparts with more streaking, Juvenile has
pale brown upperparts marked with narrow but distinct dull black arcs and scaly
underparts, resembling Isabelline Shrike and Red-backed Shrike L. collurio.
Biological characteristics: SimilartoIsabelline Shrike, prefers dry steppe with
sparse bushes, lightly wooded plain and sand dunes, and fringes of cultivations.
Behaviour very similar to Isabelline and Red-Backed shrikes. Generally solitary
outside breeding season. Flight straight over short distance, but undulating
on longer flights. Feeds mostly on large insects and their larvae, but also other
invertebrates and small vertebrates taken. Hunts from perch on scrub, low branch
of tree, pole, or fence, swooping to ground when prey detected, but sometimes
chases flying insects or small birds. Breeding starts May. Monogamous and
territorial. Nest a massive cup of grasses and roots, lined with finer plant material
and hair, hidden within scrub or low tree. Usual clutch 4-5, sometimes 3-7, short
oval or short semi-oval, smooth and glossy eggs. Eggs hatch after 13-17 days.
Chicks altricial and nidicolous. Fledging period 13 days. Probably two clutches
laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A common summer visitor to southern and
eastern Iran, breeding eastwards from southern slopes of Alborz to northern
Semnan, and south-east from Zagros mountains in eastern Khuzestan to south
and central Sistan-Baluchestan. Probably also winters along Persian Gulf coast
and in lowlands of Khuzestan, Sistan basin, and southern Fars. The

status and distribution of this species and Isabelline Shrike on

passage and in winter need further study.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the
global or national protected species.
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Bay-backed Shrike
(o iy (548 < ) 4783, 558 Vo S8 V11 5 5

fta
fio,
8
5
y .

Morphological characteristics: 17-18 cm length and 22-26 cm wing-
span. A small slender shrike with rather large head and long tail. Sexes greatly
similar with no seasonal variation. In adult male, a conspicuous broad black

mask extends from forehead and lore to forecrown and ear-coverts; crown and
nape pale grey, neck grey, upperparts chestnut, rump and upper tail-coverts
grey, flanks also chestnut, and underparts uniform white. Primaries black with
large triangular patch at base, very obvious in flight; secondaries black with
white fringes, tail black with white outer edges and tips. Adult female like male
but slightly paler. Juvenile like adult female but light brown above, with rufous
flanks, and white remainder of underparts.

Biological characteristics: Prefers dry open country, sparsely with thickets
and scattered trees, including agricultural fields, orchards, and gardens. Usually
solitary or in pairs. Feed from low perch, preying on insects and sometimes small
birds, reptiles, or mammals, swooping down to catch them. Breeding starts in
May. Monogamous. Nest a small flat cup of dry stems and grasses, lined with
wool, feathers, and hair, hidden in bush or tree. Usual clutch 4-6, sometimes 3,
oval white to pale green eggs, covered with brown-violet spots, 20.6x16.2 mm in
size. Chicks altricial and nidicolous. No more data available on breeding,
Distribution and abundance: A faily common summer visitor in
southern Hormozgan west to Bandar Abbas and in central and southern Sistan-
Baluchestan. Occasionally observed in southern Dasht-e Lut, and along Harir
Rud near Sarakhs (Khorasan).

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Long-tailed Shrike (Rufous-backed Shrike)
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Morphological characteristics: 20-23 cm length and 25-28 cm wing-
span. A rather large shrike with a big head, short thick bill, and long tail. Sexes
almost similar with no seasonal variation. In adult male, broad black band

runs from forehead through eye over ear-coverts, forming conspicuous mask.
Crown, nape, and upper mantle light grey and remainder of upperparts and
upper tail-coverts rufous. Throat and chin white, belly cream-white, and
remainder of underparts rufous. Tail black with narrow rufous outer edge and
feather-tips. Wing black with narrow rufous fringes to greater coverts and inner
secondaries and with white patch at base of primaries. Female like male but
paler, black on forehead narrower, mask partly tinged grey or brown, rufous
of upperparts and flanks paler, belly warmer cream-buff, and white patch at
primary-bases often absent. Juvenile like adult female but face-mask brown,
and cap, nape, breast, and flanks partly marked with narrow wavy bars.
Biological characteristics: Prefers open woodland, gardens, orchards,
and open cultivated country dotted with trees, thickets, and hedges. Solitary
or in scattered pairs. Flight strong, undulating, and with rapid wing-beats.
Feeds on insects like beetles, cicadas, and crickets, and occasionally young or
weakened birds, frogs, and lizards. Perches upright on bush, swooping to take
prey from ground or in air; sometimes steals food from larger birds. Breeding
starts mid-March to late June. Usual clutch 3-6 oval glossy eggs, white-green or
white-grey with brown-red, dark grey, or brown-yellow spots, 23x17.9 mm in
size. Usually 2-3 clutches laid annually: No data available on fledging period.
Distribution and abundance: A scarce breeding bird and common
passage migrant in north-eastern Khorasan according to Zarudny, but no
recent records available.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Lesser Grey Shrike
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Morphological characteristics: 19-21 cmlength and 32-35 cm wing-span.
A rather large shrike quite similar to Great Grey Shrike L. excubitor and Steppe
Grey Shrike L. lahtora, but recognized by smaller size, pale pink underparts,
short thick bill, different tail and wing pattern, and wider face-mask (especially in
males) extending to forehead. Sexes rather similar with some seasonal variation.
In breeding male, broad black band runs from forehead through eye to cover ear-
coverts, forming conspicuous mask. Crown, nape, upperparts, and rump light
grey, contrasting sharply with black wing; large patch at base of primaries white
(but no broad white bar at base of secondaries as in Great Grey Shrike nor white
streaks and tips on secondaries as in Steppe Grey Shrike). Three central pairs of
tail-feathers black, fourth pair black at base, and fifth and sixth pairs white. Chin
and cheek white, underparts pale pink, bill black, and legs brown. Female like
breeding male but dark face-mask narrower or absent on forehead and often
partly tinged light brown. Juvenile like female but cap and rump barred grey
and white, remainder of upperparts grey with dark brown bars; face-mask often
restricted to dark patch round eye, underparts cream-white with some grey
barring on side of breast or flanks; bill paler.

Biological characteristics: Prefers steppe, open fields, and open farmland
with well-spaced trees and bushes; often seen in trees along roads in open
areas. Solitary and territorial. Flight straight, powerful, and fast. Feeds on insects,
mainly beetles, taken by swoop from perch to ground, occasionally in flight.
Breeding starts in April. Nest a cup of grass and twigs in tree or thicket, lined
with feathers, wool, and hair. Usual clutch 5-6, sometimes 3-7, sub-elliptical,
glossy green-white eggs, seldom creamy or buff, with blotches of grey or olive-
brown, 25.1x18.2 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 15-16 days. Chicks altricial and
nidicolous. Fledging period 16-18 days.

Distribution and abundance: A common summer visitor and passage
migrant to uplands of north-western Iran and northern Khorasan, extending
south-east through Zagros at least as far as region of Semirom at Esfahan
province, and probably also in the Kerman highlands.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Great Grey Shrike (Northern Shrike)
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Morphological characteristics: 24-25 cmlength and 30-35 cm wing-span.
Thelargestshrike in Iran, withlong broad wings and tail lightash-grey upperparts,
distinctblack face-mask, and snow-white underparts. Distinguished from Lesser
Grey Shrike L. minor by grey forecrown with white bar along forehead and on
supercilium, pure white underparts, and broad wing-bar extending well over
secondaries. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. In male, black face-mask
extends from base of bill through and under eye and over most of ear-coverts,
upperparts ash-grey, rump white, tail black with broad white tips to feathers and
white outer feathers. Flight-feathers and upper wing-coverts black, with broad
white bar along base of primaries and secondaries, but rather restricted amount
of white on tips of tertials and inner secondaries. Eye brown, bill and legs black.
L. e homeyeri ash-grey above, with restricted white on supercilium, grey-white
rump, and narrower white bar at base of flight-feathers, L. ¢. przewalskii paler ash-
grey above, with pronounced white line above face-mask, purer white rump,
and very broad white band along base of flight-feathers. Female like male, but
black face-mask slightly narrower on lore and sometimes tinged grey: Juvenile
like adult male but bill-base pale bluish, greater upper wing-coverts with narrow
buft-white fringe along tip, and underparts vermiculated.

Biological characteristics: Prefers forest-edge, meadows, open marshland,
steppe or open cultivated country with scattered trees and bushes. Solitary and
strongly territorial, seen singly outside breeding season but forms groups of 2-3
birds on migration. Flight fast and powerful, with rapid bursts of wing-beats,
slightly undulating. Feeds on large insects, small mammals, reptiles, and birds.
Uses high perch for look-out, swooping to prey on ground, sometimes after
short hovering, but will also follow prey through dense bush or under cover.
Distribution and abundance: Both sub-species occur in winter only;
sub-species homeyeri is a winter visitor in October-March to the south Caspian
lowlands and perhaps also Azarbaijan. Occurrence of subspecies przewalskii in
winter at Sistan-Baluchestan and Kerman north through Semnan to Khorasan
and perhaps Golestan is probable and needs further research.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or naitonal
protected species
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Steppe Grey Shrike
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Morphological characteristics: 20-23 cm length and 25-32 cm wing-span.
A rather large shrike, quite similar to Great Grey Shrike L. excubitor, but with
different wing pattern. Several forms occur in Iran, equally different, but all show
white patch on base of primaries, not extending to base of secondaries, in contrast
to Great Grey Shrike. Tips and inner webs of secondaries rather white, outer webs
black, appearing as a row of dark streaks in flight. Adult male darker bluish-grey
above than Great Grey Shrike, with no white on rump, and often without white
line above black face-mask. Remainder of plumage depends on sub-species: in
L. | aucheri, upperparts relatively darker grey, white of underparts tinged grey,
especially on flanks, tail long and broad, and wing darker, with white patch on
base of primaries slightly extending to secondaries; in L. L pallidirostris, upperparts
paler blue-grey, rump and supercilium grey-white, white of underparts tinged
pink, tail narrow and spiky, wing more white with more sharply pointed wing tip,
and secondaries showing a series of black-and-white streaks. Female like male, but
face-mask narrower and slightly brown and bill-base bluish. Juvenile like female,
but tinged buff on upperparts, face-mask restricted to spot round eye, and bill-
base paler, especially in L. | pallidirostris.

Biological characteristics: Prefers semi-desert with scattered trees and
bushes, preferably broken by isolated rocks, rocky outcrops or cliffs, locally also
in open orchards and arid cultivated country: Solitary or in small family groups,
strongly territorial, but L. [ pallidirostris occasionally in small groups during
migration. Flight fast and powerful, with rapid wing-beats. Feeds from perch
on large insects and small mammals, reptiles, and birds, swooping down to take
prey. Breeding starts March to April. Monogamous. Nest a large untidy cup of
dry grass and stems, built in thorny tree or scrub, lined with feathers and hair.
Usual clutch 4-7 sub-elliptical to elliptical slightly glossy eggs, buff to greenish
white, heavily marked with olive, grey and red-brown blotches, 23.8x18.6 mmin
size. Eggs hatch after 14-19 days. Chicks altricial and nidicolous. Fledging period
15-16 days, but fed by parents for some more weeks. Sometimes two clutches
laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: L. [ pallidirostris a fairly common breeding
bird and summer visitor to steppe and desert fringes in northern Khorasan, also a
common winter visitor to Khuzestan, central Fars, and southern coastal lowlands,
and a fairly common passage migrant in northern and central Iran. L. [ aucheri a

common sedentary breeding bird in southern coastal lowlands, southern Fars,
Kerman highlands, Sistan-Baluchestan, and southern Khorasan, co-occurring
with pallidirostris in winter. This species was originally included within Great Grey
Shrike L. excubitor.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Woodchat Shrike
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Morphological characteristics: 17-19 cm length and 26-28 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized shrike, differing from other shrikes by large chestnut
head. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Black face-mask of adult male
extends from forecrown and base of bill through eye to ear-coverts. Rear of
crown and nape rufous-chestnut, mantle black, scapulars and upper tail-coverts
white. Wing black with clear white spot on base of primaries, well-visible in flight.
Rump and upper tail-coverts white, tail black with white tips, bases, and outer
edge. Chin, throat, and underparts white. Adult female like male but face-mask
less broad, chestnut on head duller, upperparts dark grey-brown, and cheeks
and flanks often finely marked with dark arcs. Juvenile has crown, nape, and
upperparts buff-grey, closely barred black, least so on scapulars; underparts buff-
white, closely barred dark grey on breast and flanks.

Biological characteristics: Prefers semi-open area with thorny scrub
and well-spaced trees alternated by open ground covered with grass or short
herbs, open forest, hedges and groves in cultivated country, and old orchards.
Solitary and shy, mostly in separate territories throughout year. Flight as other
shrikes but noticeably direct and dashing, Feeds mainly on insects and other
invertebrates. Watches for prey on exposed perch, swooping to ground to catch
it or pursues prey in flight. Breeding starts April. Monogamous. Nest a firm cup
of leaves and rootlets, lined with feathers and hair, situated on thick branch in
centre of tree or within thorn-scrub. Usual clutch 5-6, rarely 7, sub-elliptical
or oval, smooth and glossy eggs, pale buff to green-white, marked with black,
grey; or red-brown blotches, 22.8x16.9 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 14-16 days.
Chicks altricial and nidicolous. Fledging period 15-18 days, still remaining with
parents for 28-42 days.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common summer visitor to Zagros

oak forests and highlands of Kerman, and scarce in northern Azarbaijan and
western Alborz. Fairly common on passage throughout Iran. Several records
also available of wintering in southern lowlands.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Laniidae
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>

Order: Passeriformes
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Lanius nubicus

Masked Shrike
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Morphological characteristics: 17-18 cm length and 24-26.5 cm wing-
span. A small slender shrike with black upperparts, small bill, and long and
narrow tail. Sexes slightly dissimilar with no seasonal variation. Adult male
shows black crown and white broad supercilium and forehead. Upperparts
entirely black, apart from large white forehead-patch and white scapulars;
tail black with largely white outer feathers. Wing entirely black, but base of
primaries with white patch; chin, throat, and underparts white and flanks
orange-rufous. Adult female like male but paler, upperparts dark grey-brown,
wings and tail black-brown, and flanks less orange. Juvenile lacks bold head-
pattern of adult, showing dusty crown with dark brown bars, upperparts pale
brown, and underparts cream to white with black bars on breast and flanks.
Biological characteristics: Favours mature open forest or other open
habitat with large trees, like olive and citrus groves, tree plantations and old
gardens. Strongly territorial, occurring solitarily or in small family groups.
Hunting flight like flycatchers, but normal flight direct, less undulating than
other shrikes, though with rapid bursts of wing-beats. Feeds on large insects,
butalso onsmalllizards and weakened birds, hunted from perch hiddenin tree
or in shade of bush, but sometimes from exposed branch, overhead wire, or
fence. Breeding starts April. Monogamous. Nest a cup of twigs, leaves, rootlets,
lichens, and moss, lined with wool, hair, and soft plant material. Usual clutch
4-6, sometimes 7, sub-elliptical to short sub-elliptical glossy eggs, cream-buff
with blotched grey and red-brown ring near blunt end, 20.5x15.8 mm in size.
Eggs hatch after 14-15 days. Chicks altricial and nidicolous. Fledging period
18-20 days. Usually two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A locally fairly common summer visitor
to Zagros oak forest from southern Azarbaijan to central Fars, and a scarce
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passage migrant in Khuzestan and along the Persian Gulf coast east to Bandar
Abbas. Vagrant in Tehran area, south Caspian region, and Khorasan.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Bohemian Waxwing
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Morphological characteristics: 18-21 cmlength and 32-36 cm wing-span.
Ahighly colourful bird combining bright chestnut, yellow; red, white, and black
colours. Sexes almost similar with no seasonal variation. Adult male chestnut-
grey above and on upper wing-coverts, with a short bushy crest often held erect
at rest, narrow black face-mask extending from forehead to back of eyes, grey
rump, and black tail with broad yellow band on tip. Flight-feathers black, with
5-6 red plastic-like lancet-shaped appendages to tips of secondaries, and bright
yellow to yellow-white V-marks on tips of primaries. Chin and upper breast
black, underparts pink-brown, and under tail-coverts red-chestnut. Female like
male but paler, yellow tail-band much narrower, red appendages on secondary-
tips usually smaller and fewer in number, and black throat-patch slightly tinged
greyand less sharply defined atlower border. Juvenile duller, crestless, underparts
pale brown with ill-defined off-white streaking, and without black patch on
throat; yellow-white on tips of primaries restricted to streak on outer web, not
forminga V along both webs.

Biological characteristics: In winter prefers parks, gardens, and areas with
trees like ash and mulberry and shrub with colourful berries and fruits, usually
avoiding human habitation. Highly gregarious, seen in small or large flocks
when feeding, roosting, and on migration. Rests in tree-tops, either fly-catching
in fluttering flight upwards or with short feeding bouts down to fruits and berries
in lower trees or scrub, rapidly swallowing several food-items and then quickly
returning to perch. Flight powerful and fast, slightly similar to Common Starling
Sturnus vulgaris but with lower speed. Sometimes hovers when picking berries
or insects. Feeds on berries, flowers, buds, and insects, switching from insects
to fruit or back according to weather and abundance of each; part of a perched
flock in a tree-top may take sallying flights for insects, while others fly down to
feed on berries.

Distribution and abundance: A rare winter visitor to the southern Caspian
plain, borders of Atrak river, and northern Khorasan. Occasionally recorded
elsewhere, in western Iran in Arasbaran (Azarbaijan), Ardebil, and southernmost
Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Hypocoliidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Morphological characteristics: 22-25 cm length and 28-30 cm wing-span.
Aslenderuniform grey bird withlongtail, resembling shrikes Lanius from distance.

T

Sexes dissimilar with no seasonal variation. Male shows black face-mask, narrow
at lore but widening on ear-coverts and extending across nape; forehead and
fore-crown cream-pink, hind crown, upperparts, wings, rump, upper tail-coverts,
and tail pale bluish grey with broad dark band on tail tip. In flight, black primaries
show broad white tip, secondaries blue-grey. Breast pale grey, underparts dusty,
and underwing creamy. Eye brown, bill black with brown base. Female browner
than male, uniform grey-brown or buff-brown, without dark patch at side of
head; primaries grey-brown, with black restricted to sub-terminal bands behind
dull white tips. tail brown-grey with black tip. Juvenile male as adult female,
but general colour more yellowish buff; tail tip browner and with buff margin;
juvenile female like juvenile male but primary tips grey-brown.

Biological characteristics: Prefers riverine forests, palm—groves, and oases in
arid country, with dense scrub and trees rich in fruits and berries or mixed with
soft-leaved herbs. Gregarious, often occurring in small groups, but generally shy,
often hiding silently in canopy or scrub for prolonged periods. Flight strong,
direct and whirring, without undulations, and often at considerable height. Feeds
on fruits and berries, also taking insects. Searches for food among trees and scrub,
rarely descending to ground or hunting insects in flight. Breeding starts mid-April.
Monogamous. Often breeds in small colonies consisting of several pairs. Nest a
cup of grass and twigs, lined with soft plant material and hair, built in dense bushes
or in low tree. Usual clutch 3-5 sub-elliptical to oval eggs, smooth and slightly
glossy white to pale grey; marked with pale grey, brownish or purplish grey; 26.8
x 20.6 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 14-15 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave
nest after 13-14 days. Sometimes two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: Alocally common summervisitor toriverine
forestsin Khuzestan, fairly common along Persian Gulf coast and in Hormozgan,
Baluchestan, and the Sistan basin. A few birds winter in Hormozgan, probably
also in Khuzestan and Fars. Vagrant in Kavir National Park.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species




Cinclus cinclus
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White-throated Dipper (Dipper)
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Morphological characteristics: 17-20 cm length and 25.5-30 cm wing-
span. A rotund largely black bird with short and round wings and large powerful
legs and feet. Sexes similar (male slightly larger) with no seasonal variation. Adult
has dark brown crown, nape, and sides of neck, upperparts, wing, and tail dark
brown-grey, each feather with broad blackish margin, appearing scaled. Flight-
feathers and tail black. Chin, throat, and breast conspicuously white, remaining
underparts either dull grey-brown (in sub-species caucasicus from northern
Iran) or largely pale rufous (in persicus from Zagros). Juvenile grey with scaly
black pattern on upperparts, white on underparts with grey mottling or arcs on
feather-tips.

Biological characteristics: Prefers rocky banks of rivers and shallow rock-
strewn swift-running streams and brooks in mountainous and hilly regions;
in winter occasionally on sandy riverbanks or along slow-flowing or standing
shallow water in lowlands. Territorial throughout the year and generally solitary,
apart from small family groups in winter. Flight direct, fast, and with whirring
wing-beats, low above water, following course of brook or river. Perches on stone
in river-bed or along bank, jumping in and out of water to catch prey, alternated
by prolonged dives and hasty swimming. Feeds on small fish and insects and
their larvae, caught among pebbles and weeds on riverbed. Breeding starts
March. Monogamous. Nest a massive dome made of grass and leaves, lined with
moss and hair, situated in cracks or fissures of rocks and walls, between roots of
trees, or behind waterfalls. Usual clutch S, sometimes 3-8, sub-elliptical slightly
glossy whitish eggs, 26.1x18.5 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 15-18 days. Chicks
downy and altricial. Fledging at 20-24 days but still fed by parents for another 18
days. Usually 2-3 clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: Sub-species C.c.caucasicus is a fairly common

resident along rivers and streams in mountains of Azarbaijan, the Alborz east to
Golestan National Park and sub-species C.c.persicus is a resident in the Zagros
to Fars and Kerman. Populations occurring in Hamedan show intermediate
characteristics of the two species.

Conservation status:This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Order: Passeriformes

5

sl o o W B Y Lelly (53528 g yiocsilo Vo b & oy Jobo 305 B (Lo 529
iy S g ylite g oligS 33,579 oligS Lol b Ghgagiar p g 42 Se9S o o
SlogedolRod g gy S U @bb 5y 40 ity Liad il 035 1818 4 [Silia 03lo 5 5 .
835 29 15 Do 0493 0155 3518 (b plos L5 g el (53955 (clogad 35 9 508
2 sl gy Sloged ol g (Sue (68 e 203 (63955 dnds (g9lS g > 5 (03959
g S5y 5 o Sy )5 Jliie (glaad sl S5 51 g Jol (slaazin > Wb iy

ey o s s Loally jl 5505
Lo lje92 9 Lo 0 0B3S (oS iy b ol defl gl syl )3 ot 5 e 329
Abgyeld Jlo Jsbo plos 13 Ly i g Conl (gg5im (glodiyy 35 g0y ol Olgis 42,
2 s i o o o 19 4y ol (gl e S lomg] Ll o Lo g i
S 2l oS aalad 5 g3 2 i (e polo ygbo g sl )3 5 p1 (19 5 oy

85 gl § ] 395 (i 5 45 o 45 i 5 o oy & s b
» W.})I J?.‘ﬁl )l d)5|4>9> .))9‘@ Cuwddy LQS/)M»YS Lmo).>uo ‘ub)b Cwgy ‘LbbL:)).w
bl .ol o S5 (25 g puunods N el D oo el olisS" 2LS yides b bl
o 3392 90 SLRASS g no i 13 (LS dlge ol g adgle dvo s daS 2 pSoxtne 5 59,5
bplaislio g ol i b (63900 (slaoylsnd (i 45 dagug 0 5 5L (oS L 00
Lh:4>9> P9y ~Nud d.ﬂls 4 4}'.‘.».1‘9 PURES dl).i 9 u‘?)b ck_g)f)‘ o .!J}s 9 5 Ltbd>9>
Y58 o w55 dwd 93 (6 ygldgn By93 y2 13 Vgeme oloa] o Jobo 4 59, VALV
byl e (slolSis ) Jgeme & yge0 & T hyreanus &5 5 gl 8 g (S
o) edSis > Tt tainschanicus &5 3S o yglasg> )3 Sy o9 Hls g
T8 &95 pj o) st ol (B g Jloud (2l iomod g lialS i (35 3o
ol Ylassl g )b STy oyl bl U ledusl ¢ laen slaibusl 3l 5 Zagrossiensis
b ol gl 98 (08 9 (Jlod Sblie Jgomo (S o) A8 oo ()35 e 3o
D o0 043 o o b

D)6 )18 o g Sles B Cules 5y Cunppd b lis Cursg

Troglodytes troglodytes

Winter Wren (Wren)
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Morphological characteristics: 9-10cmlengthand 13-17 cmwing-span. A
tiny, restless, and noisy passerine, with short round wings, short tail and relatively
longbill. Sexes similarwith no seasonal variation. Adult shows red-brown crown,
upperparts, and rump and buf-brown underparts. Heavily barred black on rear
upperparts, belly, and flanks. Supercilium cream-buff and chin and throat buff-
white. Bill blackish grey and legs light brown. Juvenile shows pale yellow gape in
first weeks after fledging, often with redder plumage than adult.

Biological characteristics: Prefers immature woodlands, orchards,
areas with low cover, hedgerows, and tangled scrub. Not social, males defend
territories all year; only form roosting flocks at night in bad weather. Gait rather
mouse-like, flitting, hopping, and climbing among twigs, creeping along bark
and dashing into holes among exposed tree-roots. Flight rapid and whirring,
flitting from bush to bush. Feeds on insects, especially beetles and spiders.
Breeding starts late April. Polygamous, sometimes monogamous. Nest a
ball of grass, leaves, and moss, lined with feathers, built in dense bush, among
creepers on trunk or in hollow in bank, wall, or among rocks. Usual clutch 5-8,
sometimes3-9 (possibly laid by more than one female), sub-elliptical, smooth
and glossy white eggs, marked with tiny red-brown to black specks, 17.6x13.3
mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-20 days. Chicks downy and altricial. Fledging
period 14-19 days. Usually two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: T t. hyrcanusis a fairly common breeding bird
in forests of northern Azarbaijan and the south Caspian region. T t. tainschanicus is
common in forested gorges and juniper scrub in eastern Golestan and northern
Khorasan. T, t. zagrossiensis has been reported to occur from Hamadan and
Estahan south to central Fars, but there have been no breeding records in recent
years. Also a fairly common winter visitor in northern Iran and western Iran,
occurring south occasionally to Khuzestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Prunella collaris & 95 dgr0

Alpine Accentor
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Morphological characteristics: 15-18 cm length and 30-32.5 cm wing-
span. A large accentor, distinguished by dark plumage and bright rufous flanks.
Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Adult mouse-grey on side of head,
mantle, and upper breast, more olive on cap and scapulars, latter with ill-defined
brown streaks; throat barred white, sharply defined from remainder ofhead and
breast, but obvious only when seen head-on. Lesser coverts grey-brown, median
and greater coverts black with distinct whitish spot on tip, forming broken wing-
bars. In flight, white tips of dark brown tail-feathers form obvious bar. Breast and
belly grey, flanks streaked chestnut. Eye grey-brown to red-brown, bill black with
distinct orange-yellow base to lower mandible, legs bright red. Juvenile like adult,
but slightly duller, paler grey above, more uniform brown below; and with no
black spots on throat.

Biological characteristics: Confined to alpine grassland mixed with rocky
outcrops, boulders, and scree, often near patches of snow or damp open ground
and away from trees or scrub; in winter, descends to tree-line or to open scrubby
and rocky patches within forest zone, frequently near human habitation or cattle
pens. Social, often occurring in small groups of 3-4 birds, also in summer. Flight
fluent with shallow dips. Feeds on insects and seeds, taken on ground while
walking or moving in quick small hops. Breeding starts from late April or May.
Monogamous. Nest made of grasses, lined with moss, lichen, hair, and feathers,
hidden among boulders or in crevice. Usual clutch 3-4, rarely 5-6, sub-elliptical
smooth and glossy pale blue eggs, 23.2x16.6 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 14-
1S days. Chicks, downy and altricial, fledge after at least 16 days. Usually two
clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: Recently recorded during breeding
season only in central Alborz, the Kopet Dagh in northern Khorasan, Kerman
highlands, and probably also occurs in Zagros. To some extent an altitudinal
migrant, descending to lower elevations in winter.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Prunellidae

aoga1o : as313a

Order: Passeriformes
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Prunella ocularis ~ Jbuw g3l 89200
Radde’s Accentor
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Morphological characteristics: 13-15.5 cm length and 22-23 cm wing-
span. A typical accentor, close in size and plumage to Black-throated Accentor P
atrogularis, but separated by white chin and throat. Sexes almost similar with little
seasonal variation. Adult male shows distinct white supercilium and pale white
malar stripe, well visible in contrast with dark brown of crown and cheek. Nape
streaked grey, upperparts pale olive-brown with dark bold streaking, and rump
and upper tail-coverts grey-olive to olive-brown. Wings grey-brown, greater and
median coverts fringed white and creamy respectively, forming double wing-
bar. Side of neck streaked ash-grey, lower cheeks and throat white, merging
into warm buff on breast and pale buff on belly and flanks; flanks streaked dark
olive-brown. Eye brown, bill black with yellow base to lower mandible, legs red-
brown. Female slightly paler than male, cap streaked black-brown and olive-grey,
less uniform black, and buff of breast paler. Juvenile like adult female but crown
streaked darker brown, supercilium not well defined, and underparts buff-white
with dusky streaks on lower cheek, side of breast, and flanks.

Biological characteristics: Restricted to upland scrub (especially
juniper) on gravelly slopes, alpine pastures, and in rocky gullies above tree-
line; avoids densely vegetated regions. Winters at lower altitudes in shrubby
growth bordering mountain streams as well as water bodies. Behaviour recalls
Dunnock P modularis. Outside breeding season, forms scattered groups. Flight
low and whirring. Like Dunnock, feeds on insects and seeds pecked from
rocks, snow; or bare ground while moving shuffling below or next to cover of
low scrub or bush. Breeding starts June. Probably monogamous. Nest a deep
cup in low scrub, made of twigs, leaves, and stems, located in dense shrub like
juniper, and lined with moss, lichen, feathers, and hair. Usual clutch 3-S sub-
elliptical smooth and glossy blue eggs, 19.9 x 14.7mm in size. Eggs hatch after
about 12 days. Chicks downy and altricial. Fledging period about 12 days.
Usually two clutches laid annually.

Distribution and abundance: A locally fairly common summer visitor to
upper shrub zone of Alborz, Taftan, southern Zagros, and Kerman highlands;
also recorded in breeding season in Kaleibar Mountains (northern Azarbaijan).
An altitudinal migrant, descending in winter to lower elevations on the central
plateau and central Fars, occurring also quite commonly in riverine woodland in
plains of Khuzestan and occasionally on Persian Gulf coast.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Black-throated Accentor
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Morphological characteristics: 13-14.5 cm length and 21-22.5 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized accentor closely resembling Radde’s Accentor P ocularis,
showing similar blackish crown and ear-coverts and distinct cream-buff to
white supercilium; but differs by black throat, separated from dark ear-coverts
by narrow cream malar stripe and from buff chest by whitish bar below throat.
Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Breeding adult shows bold buff
supercilium and fine malar stripe, well visible in contrast with black of head and
face. Central crown and nape olive-brown, streaked black; mantle, scapulars,
and upper wing-coverts buft-brown with black-brown streaks and tips of greater

coverts with small white spots forming broken wing-bar; back and rump buff- to
olive-brown. Breast yellow and rest of underparts almost entirely white, spotted
olive-brown on flanks and side of belly, appearing streaked. Tail- and flight-
feathers dark olive-brown with buff-brown outer fringes. Non-breeding adult
spotted black-and-white on feather-tips of chin and throat; supercilium rufous-
buft Juvenile like adult but patch on throat dull grey, black streaks on upperparts
more washed-out, and underparts paler buff.

Biological characteristics: Breeds in valleys and sand dunes with thorny
thickets and scattered trees; avoids dry open regions. Mostly solitary or in
pairs, sometimes seen in small flocks. Flight normally low and whirring. Diet
largely insects and other arthropods, supplemented by seeds in winter, taken
while shuﬁling on open ground or rock below bush or near cover of scrub,
reeds, or tall vegetation.

Distribution and abundance: A scarce wintering bird in south Caspian
region, eastern, and south-eastern Iran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Prunellidae

aoga1o : as313a

Order: Passeriformes

ol o Bl YV BV LIl (55,008 g o Sl WAL Y o0 Jobo i g sl clonS 50
g iSasS At dawly 4y (g Cunl €298 Bgno? 4y 4 (505 U g dinlagio Glogao
o 5 JStion Ly odle g 55 93 0 plae o] Woglag 5o ool 85 28 o g i,
st S ()5 5 g0 s gl 8190 0 Al 80 it JLusd S5 S
Ot Job o)l Lol yon 5 (clogeB aiig) )1 45)45), (Slogad (sl jedsS gy S)U
S8 ilg0 3 g sl ddos ledl (595 55550 Sy S 5 98 g0 03 ol & hilo (gloge
e SR e (5 7S oS sl 5 g Al oSl ] o iz 42 (ST6 U s
Slogleg 5 ol (closed 55 saSI L olyon (628 4y blo duis p3 125 slyeidsn 5
5ol &y bl ko oy lyasiz 3l yaseiiols (6,515 55168, b olyad (logg3 (5255
9 g oy (Jg o) 55 o3kl 093 cpl > Al Bale By s (389, 50,5 aly
S5y 9 islers (Sl (Jy ol 0l By 4y d (605 0 b JLL 0y ] 1355505 15
Dy 503 0393 L9 9 oo 3 (6 S

el e Lz 5 S b o IS ol ol 0 o 1 s § (Sl 29
olud el g g)lie ¢ Sl 3blio  los > ilius g 2y oo pw 4y YU Slelis)] 3 o)l
S0sS il (SB sl i 0,8l 5 Conl (g5 (gloki ‘5)914?9? 593 5l gyl ) 20 0
P D g @y Silan Hed e 0> S8 sladid 3 45 (loj 3 (BB g 1)l
9 Pt 0 RSy g ladidy ) daed Ll oo (e iy 125 (e 59y Al D) (0l 5]
dedls 3 gpald LS5 L g b3 Ll opgling Sl oo lalS s g it s
Pl losle o) puod diz (215 g jenon ST 295 0 ST el 5 RIS i 555
930 LS (g 5 daS 2 Al AL s § chials Glut] g el (o3ke b 931,
Bldgy oo g0 g «SKinlS 03 Ly (5,99 9 5 o0 Lo Srg (183 (69 b ey iy
b @b S5y (ol o Jino Bl (o o 055 (b U (215 9 24 U oz Yoo
Jobo 259 WB Y Lot g5 3,1 (oo yita oo VATV sl 4y 9 503 40 ile (sleJls
2 i (pllls 4 diuls 435 gl g el S8 il oy Woi oy 0 bade g el o
orlly gy liomad (3l g 95 W 3930 b 9 1S o S5 ) el (S, W)Y g0
g oo 4135 9 Ll

s &y g (B ol 0 el el )| Sloliz )3 Jgana ysbo 423 Slgly3 9 ST
Jsene 900 4 izred LS oo (gl (6055 2 SRl 3 e 0 43§ S
Sl 3 )85y 5 55l g slaaiely 3 peS Bl 4 33 Sb)d g g (S5
Sl 2 oy pl Baalia ()55 S et S o (SIS o) oyl el B 05T
ol Cawd 3 Jliawed bl > 9 )8 &l52g,

)6 )8 Lo g Sles B Colen 5155 Cunyppd i blis Cunidyg

Prunella modularis

‘_Q.i’q-bgw

o5 o9 535 g I3 £ GBS

X 3%

Morphological characteristics: 13-14.5 cm length and 19-21 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized accentor, similar to Alpine Accentor P collaris, separated
by smaller size, brighter upperparts, and lack of chestnut streaks on flanks. Sexes
almost similar with little seasonal variation. Adult breeding male shows lead-
grey head, face, and neck, streaked brown on crown and ear-coverts. Upperparts
and upperwing dull rufous with dark brown streaks, more uniform on rump
and with white tips to greater coverts, latter forming narrow wing-bar. Throat,
chin, breast, and upper belly lead-grey, lower belly and under tail-coverts greyish
white with brown spots, and flanks buft-brown with ill-defined grey streaking,
Eye red, bill blackish, and legs light red. Adult breeding female recalls breeding
male but shows paler head, face, and throat. Juvenile like female but slightly more
rufous, with no grey on head and face.

Biological characteristics: Inhabits scrub and bush on slopes and
undergrowth of open forest, orchards, parks, and hedgerows, also in highland
juniper forests; in winter, also seen near human habitations and farmlands.
Essentially solitary outside breeding season, but sometimes gathering in loose
flock when food abundant. Flight normally low and dashing, Feeds on insects
and seeds on open ground under cover of scrub or close to it. Breeding starts late
May. Territorial, but individual home ranges ofboth sexes overlap; polyandrous
and polygynous, male may mate with several females, female with several males.
Nest a cup of twigs, leaves, and roots, lined with hair, moss, and sometimes
feathers, hidden inside bush, hedge, or low tree. Usual clutch 4-5, sometimes
3-6, sub-elliptical smooth and glossy light blue eggs, sometimes marked with
reddish spots, 19.9x14.7 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 12-13 days. Chicks downy
and altricial. Fledging period 11-12 days, independent 14-17 days later.
Distribution and abundance: A common breeding bird in forests of
Kaleibar Mountains (northern Azarbaijan); scarce and local in Caspian forests.
A fairly common winter visitor to the south Caspian lowlands, occurring less
commonly on southern slope of Alborz, and sparingly southeast through Zagros
to central Fars. Recorded once in Khuzestan along the Karun River.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.

Dunnock




Erithacus rubecula

European Robin
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Morphological characteristics: 12.5-14 cm length and 20-22 cm wing-span.
A small, robust chat, with rather large rounded head and deep chest. Sexes similar
with no seasonal variation. Adult olive-brown above and on upperwing, with deep
rufous upper tail-coverts and tail, and inconspicuous yellow wing-bar; face and
chest diagnostically drenched orange, bordered by ash-grey band from above eye
alongside of neck to side ofbreast; underparts white and flanks pale buff Eye andleg
dark brown, bill black with browner base. Juvenile brown above and pale buffbelow,
with profuse pale buff spots on crown, mantle, scapulars, and upper wing-coverts,
and dark brown crescents on cheeks, breast, and flanks.

Biological characteristics: Favours deciduous, mixed, and coniferous forest,
usuallyon dampsitesat border of glades oratforest edge; in winter in scrub and forest
in wetlands or along rivers, in hedgerows between fields, and in gardens, vineyards,
and orchards, mainly in lowlands. Solitary and strongly territorial for most of year,
both sexes also singing in defense of winter territory; territoriality only reduced in
severe weather conditions or when moulting. Flight usually low and flitting, with
rapid wing-beats, diving to open ground to catch prey and quickly returning to low
branchin cover. Feeds oninvertebrates, especially arthropods, in winter also on fruits
and seeds; searches for beetles and ants by hopping on ground or pouncing from
perch. Breeding starts April. Usually monogamous, sometimes polygamous (one
male and two females). Nest a bulky structure of leaves and grass, lined with hairand
fine plant material, located inside a hole among roots or in bank, tree, or rock. Usual
clutch 4-6, sometimes 3-9, sub-elliptical, smooth bluish white eggs, usually densely
speckled with pinkish buffto light brown, 19.9x154 mm insize. Eggs hatch after 12-
1S days. Chicks, downy and altricial, fledge at 10-18 days but are fed by male or both
parents for some more days. Usually two clutches laid annually:

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common breeding bird in Caspian
forests and forests of Kaleibar Mountains (Azarbaijan). A very common winter

visitor to the south Caspian region, fairly common in the south slope of Alborzand
throughout western Iran south to Khuzestan and central Fars.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.

e 2o Bl VY BY e Lolly (53,28 5 2o il WENYD s Jsbo 16 2B (65 529
A8 g JSutio 03l g 3 sl ity i 9 S5 Sl 1 93,5 poo b w2 Sy gloiy
olb > 3 5 (g (glogad o S 9 (P A 5 g0 BNy s b s
el s B (0,5 )l 53 )3 5 9,5 Sy g5l 1 45 ) (Spe8 (428 g Aol
(sl )] (JU o g sl (g5 (Sloga 53 9 o3 dodl (9 g 13,5 M o0
2 90k ke 5035 (Sloged aly g Lotz w0 5la5 &) (63556 Laglag 9 duds 4505005
9 Slogtd g § ()5 (g 30 el Ll 1 ogliste MolS L B3y canl isloged oacls
shbe g Slogad slaaSI Lol yonr (83950 A oo d‘?l)é Lresr Slogad sleJls ;] LAWY
D90 043 (3555 Ll 2 9 455

e b 5 S ige S ot SlSe IS claasd &b 1 5 (Sl 29
gl waly3ly (S5 Dol oSyte iz & LS Jhbgy o ol dar g ELAS )L ol
2 5 S lomgl bl 5 b g Cunl g el s 4y 5 (G930 (Slodi D5 s 0
931 5m gl 5,99 1 S 50 oo (il (g0 b llogyald )8 (g5 599
8> Sy y5bo 4y 9018 S, jlesiilos (Sl oa oS (Sloj )3 s 9 3)l5 30 (90l i
Slad b 5 Lt 2 b olpon 45 leidj bl 9 S (oo Sl o b g o LS )3 S 0
9 4 ) 89y D9 Bl (5 SleasSllogel (LS sy (> (SWle 4 oy
9 lSangw 03 4 oy g duo g 2t 4 (2092 S5 g il g LS Sladie b
S o o (03 59y 03 2)90 daal (Ggu & 365 ol 3 0l 3313 0 Lo y50
S (o 335 55 LS )y g Wnoges | (i 13935 oo b alatl o 4y 0)ligs ol el 9
sy iy b S o559 2 5,08 LS5 g cy9)8 SIgIG bl gl
(oo 53y 35 SG) oo six (B 5 o S5 550 2l Loz 5 000 SlaEly sl
131y 1 48l oo g dbgle S (oS 2 3] oz Conn 40 (gulS” o] g
dadiin;y ‘(_5';‘ sle S Al &390 9 Gy dl.m)lxb by EWEN dgg0 glro s
4o 056 &5 (2159 (08 U gty Ygomo S (o L (0) 59 b o580 slodige 190
Slogt B 5y s oo (53556 5 s el 5 1oy 5 51y s el ooy
ol o Jobo 4y 59, VO U AY Lo o585 005 o yio o YAA X VDY ol 4 ¢ (b,
Lo g (93 it (lly & diandly 0335 (el 9 5L S 5S Jlosnign g g 3 v g
g o Cadlye 5 42385 plly oo (lomo (] g o) 32 B 9 085 oo Jsbo 35 VAL Y-
DI o gl y90 p )3 055 Atusd 93 Voo

Ol 3 lS lelis| (SlalSiz 5 6 sladSiz 3 g3 ol 42 Slgl 8 g LS
oasi 4y 3 (Sl gt Cany (2l )3 Jsane oo 4 lglinus) S o0 (pgldrsn By
oo g liwjod ool U )iS” (08 (2l dlitel )3 5 5yl o (slaaisly 1 yiaS
S o 38 e

Slebricoles (B s s b lis Cuxdg
285 )13 e g

aepipin] :Ajwe

408
Ko A

9)cbi<e £ £66)9)

SOWI0JLIasSed :18pJO

Sene

(L



Family: Turdidae

(593 : asl3d

Order: Passeriformes
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Luscinia luscinia
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Thrush Nightingale
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Morphological characteristics: 15-17 cm length and 24-26.5 cm
wing-span. Very similar in shape and behaviour to Common Nightingale
L. megarhynchos, differing in drabber and more olive-grey tone to plumage,
mottled grey breast, and even louder but more monotonous call. Sexes similar
with no seasonal variation. Upperparts, head, and wings of adult usually dark
olivaceous grey-brown, with warmer tone only on rufous-tinged upper tail-
coverts and dark dull rufous-brown tail; bird thus appears dull-rumped with
little contrast between tail and rest of upperparts. Underparts grey-white, with
ash-grey spotting and scaling on side of neck and breast. Juvenile like adult
but with pale spots on tips of upper wing-coverts and tertials, well visible in
contrast with wings and upperparts. Occasional hybrids between the two
species occur and these hard to identify.

Biological characteristics: Largely confined to scrub of willow and alder
on flat damp ground, with an open ground layer covered with dead leaves and

patches of algae, herbage, and moss; also found in riverbanks or by stagnant
water or river valleys. Not gregarious but may occur in scattered flocks on
migration. Flight and other behaviour identical to Common Nightingale but
usually shyer, flying low with bursts of wing-beats, sweeping glides, sudden
turns, and diving into cover. Feeds mainly on terrestrial arthropods, but on
migration and winter also on berries and fruits. Forages for ants and beetles
by moving on ground in long hops with frequent pauses or on tree barks or
leaves.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common and widespread passage
migrant in spring and autumn in northern and western Iran.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Luscinia megarhynchos — Jus

Common Nightingale
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Morphological characteristics: 15-16 cm length and 23-26 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized, graceful chat, with quite uniform plumage, but most
easily found by loud and varied song, as habits shy and skulking, Recalls Thrush
Nightingale L. luscinia, separated by brighter upperparts, lack of brown spots on
breast, and longer first primary. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult
L. m. africana dull grey-brown on head and upperparts, brighter rufous-brown
on rump and tail; chin and throat white, breast pale buff; and rest of underparts
white. Juvenile spotted buff and brown above and with dark brown patch on
lower throat, breast, and flanks. Tips of median and greater coverts lightly spotted,
forming pale wing-bar. L. m. golzii rather bulkier and paler, with relatively longer
bill, dusty-grey ear-coverts and upperparts, and grey-buff breast.

Biological characteristics: Favours thorny scrub and mixture of rank
herbage and bush on moist to fairly dry flats and slopes, with open bottom
layer covered with dead leaves, twigs, and patches of moss and weeds; also
thickets, dense hedgerows, parks, and large orchards. Solitary, difficult to see but
song audible in night and day: Flight flitting and low; with bursts of wing-beats,
sweeping glides, sudden turns, and diving into cover; largely terrestrial, hopping
on ground with tail and head raised and wings drooping. Feeds on terrestrial
invertebrates, but on migration and in winter also on fruits and berries. Breeding
starts April. Usually monogamous, sometimes polygamous (one male and two
females); strongly territorial. Nest a loose cup of leaves and grass, situated on or
near ground in dense scrub or herbage, lined with finer plant material and hair.
Usual clutch 4-S, sometimes 3-7, sub-elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy eggs,
pale blue, green, or blue-green, with red-brown spots, 20.8x15.6 mm in size.
Eggs hatch after 13-14 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, fledge at 11-12 days but
fed by parents for some more days.

Distribution and abundance: A common summer visitor to northern and
western Iran, also occurring in highlands of Kerman. Most populations breeding
in Iran belong to L. m. africana; birds breeding in the east (Khorasan and possibly
Sistan-Baluchestan) belong to L. m. golzii. The speciesis also a widespread passage
migrant in the south, southeast, and the northeast.

Conservation status: Listed in protected species of Iran and is of
conservation values.
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Family: Turdidae

(593 : asl3d

Order: Passeriformes
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Morphological characteristics: 13-14 cm length and 20-22.5 cm wing-
span. A small chat, with erect carriage and characteristic cocking tail, plumage
grey-brown, blue, and chestnut, and bill and legs long, Sexes dissimilar, male with
seasonal variation. At all ages, upperparts and wings dark grey-brown, tail rufous
with brown central pair and broad black tip, distinct white supercilium bordered
by black line above and through eye, and with black bar across breast. Breeding
male has blue lower cheek, chin, and breast, bordered by black bar across upper
breast and by red bar across lower breast; remaining underparts white with buff
tinge on flanks. Much variation in colour of throat, varying between sub-species:
magna and cyanecula with white spot on deep blue throat, svecica with red spot
on deep blue throat, volgae with rufous spot with white border on rather deep
blue throat, and pallidogularis with square rufous central spot on pale blue throat.
Adult female shows white chin and throat, marked with bold black malar stripe
continued in black bar across breast, older birds have some blue mottlingin black
of malar stripe and on bar of breast. Juvenile black-brown on upperparts and buff
on underparts; upperparts and breast densely spotted buff to white and flanks
spotted sooty grey.

Biological characteristics: Favours damp marshland where reeds and
low bush are alternated by patches of short grass, flat rotten vegetation and
bare ground, in Iran entirely restricted to such habitat at high altitude in alpine
grassland at sites where tall herbs and bush grow along brooks. Flight free but
generally close to ground, flitting and gliding from bush to bush. Feeds on
ground, hopping around or with quick sweep from low branch or reed, preying
on terrestrial invertebrates, mostly insects; in autumn, also some seeds and fruits
taken. Breeding starts early May. Monogamous and territorial. Nest a cup of grass,
leaves, and moss, on ground among dense vegetation or below bush, lined with
fine roots and hair. Usual clutch 5-7, sometimes 9, sub-elliptical, smooth and
slightly glossy eggs, pale green, pale blue, or blue-green, finely marked red-brown,
18.8x14.1 mm in size. Eggs hatch after14-15 days. Chicks, downy and altricial,
fledge after 14 days, still cared for by parents for a few more days.

Distribution and abundance: Sub-species magna is a scarce and local
breeding bird at high altitude in Alborz mountains, and may also breed near
Bazangan Lake, in Golool and Sarani Protected Area, and near Sarakhs in
northern Khorasan. This form and other sub-species, including pallidogularis,
occur throughout Iran including Zagros region as passage migrants, and are
fairly common winter visitors to wetlands of Khuzestan, Fars, Bushehr, and
Hormozgan, and in smaller numbers to wetlands in the southeast Caspian
region, Tehran area, and Kermanshah.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.

Luscinia svecica
Bluethroat
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Morphological characteristics: 16.5-18 cm length and 27-30 cm wing-
span. Close in size and shape to Common Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos,
but with slightly longer wings and tail. Sexes dissimilar with little seasonal
variation. In adult male, crown, nape, ear-coverts, upperparts, upper wing-
coverts, and fringes of tertials and secondaries blue- to lead-grey (depending
onangle of ]ight), duller when worn; flight-feathers grey-black; rump and upper
tail-coverts grey-black, merging into black on tail. Side of head shows striking
pattern of narrow white to grey-white supercilium, black lore, fore-cheeks, and
side of neck, and narrow pure white chin and throat. Remaining underparts and
underwing bright rufous, merging into white on vent and under tail-coverts. In
adult female, head and upperparts brown-grey; underparts basically buff-white
but washed rufous on lower breast and flanks; some birds show cream-white
lower breast and flanks. In juvenile, ground colour much as adult female but with
small buff spots on crown and cheeks and larger buff to cream-white spots on
back, rump, and upper wing-coverts.

Biological characteristics: Favours stony or boulder-strewn slopes and
gullies covered with fairly dense scrub or stunted deciduous or coniferous trees
like Quercus, Berberis, Pinus, and Juniperus. Generally solitary. Flight free and light,
low above ground, maneuvering speedily between bushes due to relatively long
wings and tail. Feeds largely on insects, found on ground among fallen leaves
below bush or taken from leaves or branches; in autumn and winter, also berries
and fruits taken. Breeding starts late April. Monogamous and territorial. Nest a
cup of grasses, twigs, and bark, low in dense bush or tree, lined with down, hair,
feathers, and wool. Usual clutch 4-5 sub-elliptical, smooth and slightly glossy
greenish blue eggs, marked with yellowish or rufous-brown specks, 21.2x15.5
mm in size. Eggs hatch after 13-15 days. Chicks, downy and altricial, leave nest at
12 days, cared for and fed by parents for 15 more days.

Distribution and abundance: A locally common summer visitor to
arid scrubby slopes in Alborz, Kopet Dagh, Zagros, and Kerman highlands.
Surprisingly scarce on passage outside breeding areas; a few records at oases in
the central deserts and on Persian Gulf coast.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Turdidae
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Order: Passeriformes
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Cercotrichas galactotes (& @& 03

Rufous-tailed Scrub-Robin (Rufous Bush Chat)
Jsds 035506555 «39 098 JB 1S 55

A\ TAERY /

Morphological characteristics: 15-17 cmlengthand 22-27 cm wing-span.
A medium-sized warbler-like chat with narrow elongated body; strong bill, long
legs, and long fan-shaped tail. Sexes similar (male slightly larger) with no seasonal
variation. Adult bird with grey-brown head, upperparts, and wing, contrasting
sharply with bright rufous rump and tail; with distinct white supercilium, dark
eye-stripe, and white underparts washed grey on breast and flanks. Tail bright
rufous with broad white feather-tips, sub-terminally bordered by black bar,
contrasting with white under tail-coverts. Juvenile like adult but lighter above,
with throat, breast, and flanks spotted sandy or olive; tail-feathers narrower with
reduced black-and-white pattern.

Biological characteristics: Inhabits palm groves, gardens, almond orchards,
hedges, vineyards, and patches of tamarisks, oleander, and other scrub at fringe
of fields, roads, ditches, rivers, and irrigation canals; avoids mountainous areas
and arid fields. Territorial and generally solitary or in small family groups, but
sometimes in larger groups on migration. Feeds with quick hops on insects and
worms on ground and among bushes while moving tail vertically. Occasionally
feeds on fruits. Breeding starts May. Monogamous. Nest an untidy bowl of
dried grass, twigs, roots, and snake-skin, lined with soft plant material, fur, and
small feathers, built near trunk in bush or low tree, on fence, in hedges or even
on ground among old roots of trees. Usual clutch 4-5, sometimes 2-3, smooth,
glossy, semi-oval green- or blue-white eggs with buff or grey-brown spots, lines,
and irregular marks, 22.2x16.2 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 13-14 days. Chicks
downy and altricial, fledging after 12-13 days, but fed by both parents for another
20 days.

Distribution and abundance: A very common and widespread summer
visitor, absent only from high mountains, pure desert, and humid Caspian

lowlands although common in the coastal dunes at Miankaleh Peninsula
(Mazandaran) and near Bandar Anzali (Gilan).

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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