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Pacific Golden Plover
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Morphological characteristics: 23-26 cm length and 60-67 cm wing-
span. Highly similar to Eurasian Golden Plover P apricaria but smaller and
more slender with finer head and neck, longer legs (especially tibial part), and
narrower wings. Sexes similar with marked seasonal variation. Breeding adult
with brown cap, nape, upperparts, and upper wing-coverts, marked with large
black and white spots. Chin, throat, breast, and belly black with broad white
stripe between upper- and underparts extending from face to upper flanks. In
flight, brown-grey under tail-coverts clearly in contrast with black belly. Outside
breeding season, upperparts grey-brown with a black spot on ear-coverts and
buffunderparts with small spots and patches. Juvenile greatly resembles Golden
Plover, with buffbreast and golden brown upperparts with black spots.
Biological characteristics: Prefers tidal flats, shores of lakes, rivers, wetlands,
pastures, and short grassland. Gregarious, mostly seen in flocks of 20-50 birds,
sometimes in association with other waders. The flock takes off simultaneously
and flies in synchrony: Flight regular and fast, at low height with sudden changes
of direction. Very cautious and hard to approach. Feeds on insects, small
mollusks, crustaceans, worms, and occasionally berries and seeds. Like other
plovers, hunts by eye-sight rather than by probing with bill, alternates long runs
with sudden stops and pecking.

Distribution and abundance: Probably a scarce but regular winter visitor
to coastal zone of Persian Gulf and Baluchestan; some records of wintering
in south Caspian region. A few birds recorded on migration in southern
Baluchestan region.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Charadriidae
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Eurasian Golden Plover (European Golden Plover)
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Morphological characteristics: 26-29 cm length and 67-76 cm wing-
span. A rather large plover greatly similar to Pacific Golden Plover P, fulva.
Sexes similar with marked seasonal variation. Breeding adult with brown cap,
nape, and upperparts; underparts from cheeks and chin to belly black, with
white stripe between upperparts and underparts which extends from face
to flanks and under tail-coverts. In flight, black flight-feathers contrast with
golden brown upper wing-coverts and white under wing-coverts contrast
sharply with black belly. Non-breeding as breeding on upperparts, but with
chin, throat, breast, and belly buff-brown with dark streaks. Juvenile similar to
non-breeding adult but with darker upperparts and grey-green legs.
Biological characteristics: Prefers short grasslands, farmlands, floodplains,
brackish marshes, and sometimes flat muddy coasts. Gregarious, often seen in
flocks along with other plovers and sandpipers. Flight fast with regular wing-
beats. When flushed with other waders, birds quickly separate and execute
longer circuits before resettling. Feeds on invertebrates especially insects, worms,
and sometimes plant material such as berries, seeds, and grass. Food often taken
from surface, or by probingl-2 cm deep in soil. When foraging, runs short
distances, stopping repeatedly to capture prey:

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common wintervisitor to the south
Caspian region, most numerous in Mazandaran. Also few records in southern
Alborz, Ghalenow marshes near Tehran, Lake Maharlu in Fars, Bandar Abbas
coast, Hormozgan, and near Gowatr (southeast Baluchestan).
Conservation Status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Eurasian Dotterel
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Morphological characteristics: 20-22 cmlength and 57-64 cm wing-span.
A medium-sized plover. Sexes greatly similar (female slightly larger) with some
seasonal variation. Breeding adult has black cap and eye-stripe with bold white
supercilium in between (V-shaped at nape), white cheek and throat, and grey
upperparts streaked rufous. White band across breast, bordered black above
and below, separates grey of foreneck from chestnut of belly, latter grading to
black at rear and in sharp contrast with white under tail-coverts. Bill black, leg
yellowish. In winter, upperparts darker grey, scale-looking due to rufous feather-
fringes, white supercilium turning rufous at nape, cap streaked buff, breast grey
with buff wash, and white breast-band indistinct. Juvenile as adult in winter but
cap, mantle, and scapulars black with contrasting buff feather-fringes and more
densely spotted throat, breast, and flanks.

Biological characteristics: Prefers stony uplands, semi-deserts, shrubby
steppes, and fringes of cultivations. Gregarious, occurring in small flocks and
occasionally in larger groups. On migration, found in parties along with Greater
Sand Plover C. leschenaultii. Flight powerful and fast with quick wing-beats. Feeds
mainly on insects, spiders, and occasionally on mollusks, earthworms, and plant
material.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common winter visitor to plains
of Khuzestan; also a scarce passage migrant in the south Caspian region
(especially Miankaleh Peninsula) and Urumiyeh Lake.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Charadriidae
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Caspian Plover
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Morphological characteristics: 18-20 cmlengthand 55-61 cm wing-span.
A small to medium-sized plover with long neck and legs and relatively upright
stature. Sexes dissimilar with some seasonal variation. Male breeding adult with
grey-brown cap and upperparts, white forehead, supercilium, and throat and
distinct brown eye-stripe. Foreneck and upper chest chestnut with a black band
on lower edge. Also with dark flight-feathers, short white wing-bars at base of
primaries, black bill, and olive-grey legs. Female breeding adult with brownish
grey breast-band but no black bar on lower edge. Winter plumage in both sexes
with paler breast-band and pale brown spots instead. Juvenile resembles adult
in winter plumage but with darker buff forehead and breast and scaly-looking
upperparts and upper wing-coverts due to pale feather-fringes.

Biological characteristics: Prefers dry steppe and semi-desert with
scattered plant cover, also fringes of brackish and salty lakes and saltpans.
Gregarious, often seen in dense flocks in flight. Behaviour similar to Lesser
Sand Plover C. mongolus. Flight rapid with regular wing-beats. Outstretched
legs exceed tail in flight. Mostly feeds on insects and larvae. Breeding starts early
April. Monogamous and territorial. Nest a shallow scrape on ground lined with
plant debris, situated in open area or in shade of some vegetation. Usual clutch 3
oval eggs, yellowish buffin colour, tinged with olive-green, with black and pale
grey spots and patches, 38x27 mm in size. Chicks precocial and nidifugous. No
data available on fledging period.

Distribution and abundance: A regular passage migrant in small numbers
from late March to early May and from mid-August to mid-September in plains
and along shore of south Caspian region, central and western Iran. According to
Zarudny, undoubtedly breeds’ in Harir Rud basin of northeast Khorasan.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Charadrius hiaticula

Common Ringed Plover
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Morphological characteristics: 18-20 cm length and 48-57 cm wing-
span. A small agile bird similar to Kentish Plover C. alexandrinus in black and
white patterns ofhead and neck. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Adult
bird with brownish grey cap and upperparts, black mask on face, broad black
breast-band, and a white patch on forehead. Neckband and underparts white.
Black-tipped flight-feathers and white wing-bar easily noticeable in flight. Also
with orange-yellow legs and orange bill with black tip. Outside breeding season,
black facial mask and breast-band fringed white and less sharply defined and bill
darkened. Juvenile resembles adult in winter plumage, but brown upperparts
look scaly due to pale feather-fringes, black of facial mask and breast-band
replaced by dark brown and breast-band interrupted in middle.

Biological characteristics: Prefers seashores, sandy or muddy shores of
rivers and lakes, open wetlands, and occasionally short-grass meadows. An
active and gregarious wader associating in flocks of S0 birds or more outside
breeding season. Flight rapid at low height along with strong deep wing flapping,
soaring, and sometimes change in direction or altitude. Like other plovers, feeds
by quick or slow running alternated by sudden stops and bending of head to
catch prey. Usually feeds on invertebrates such as insects, worms, crustaceans,
and small mollusks.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common winter visitor and passage
migrant in the south Caspian region and the entire south coast from Khuzestan
to the Pakistan border. Also recorded in small numbers in all major inland
wetlands of Iran, mainly in migration seasons but sometimes also in winter.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Charadrius dubius
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Little Ringed Plover
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Morphological characteristics: 14-15 cm length and 42-48 cm wing-
span. A small, short-necked, and short-billed wader, similar to Common
Ringed Plover C. hiaticula but distinguished by smaller size, slender wholly
dark bill, yellow eye-ring, greyish pink legs, and lack of white wing-bar. Sexes
similar with little seasonal variation. Adult breeding bird with brownish grey
cap and upperparts, white forehead bordered at rear by black bar and below
by broad black eye-stripe and ear-coverts, white ring round neck, and white
underparts interrupted by black breast-band. Outside breeding season, black of
head and breast changes into dark brown and yellow eye-ring less swollen and
inconspicuous. Juvenile resembles adult non-breeding, but brown upperparts
look scaly due to pale feather margins.

Biological characteristics: Prefers open flat ground at border of freshwater,
favouring sandy and gravelly banks and islets of rivers and lakes, temporary
pools, flooded gravel pits, in winter also along brackish estuaries and lagoons
or on saline inland lakes. Not gregarious, mostly seen singly or in small flocks.
Flight rapid with fast wing-beats. Excitable and noisy during early breeding
season but secretive thereafter. Feeds mostly on insects, spiders, and other small
invertebrates by searching shore and shallow water. Breeding starts late March.
Monogamous. Nest a small scrape on ground, unlined or with lining of some
plant material, pebbles, and foliage. Usual clutch 4, rarely 3-S, short pear-shaped
to oval eggs with grey, brownish buff surface mottled with tiny spots and brown
streaks or occasionally with brown, purple, or black streaks, 29.8 x 22.1mm in
size. Eggs hatch after 24-26 days. Chicks precocial and nidifugous. Fledging
period 25-27 days. Breeding habitat often only temporarily suitable, and may
produce second clutch far away when young of first clutch independent.
Distribution and abundance: A common and widespread summer visitor,
breeding in all major wetland areas, rivers, and temporal streams and pools
throughout the country. A few birds recorded in winter in some wetlands in
Khuzestan, Gilan, and Persian Gulf coasts.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Greater Sand Plover
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Morphological characteristics: 22-25 cm length and 53-60 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized plover, greatly similar to Lesser Sand Plover C. mongolus
but distinguished by larger body; relatively larger head, and longer legs and
bill (bill length almost 1.5 times greater than loral distance). Sexes dissimilar,
male with some seasonal variation. Male breeding adult with sandy brown
cap and upperparts, white patch on forehead, black eye-stripe, and dark rufous
breast-band which extends to flanks and upperparts. Also has white throat and
underparts, dark flight-feathers, and white wing-bar easily noticeable in flight.
Breeding female like male but black face-marks wholly or partly brown. Non-
breeding adult loses black patterns of face and rufous patterns of plumage,
resembling adult female. Juvenile resembles adult female also, but has buff-
tinged head and scaly-looking upperparts and upper wing-coverts due to pale
feather-fringes.

Biological characteristics: Prefers sandy or muddy fringes of saline or
brackish lakes, muddy estuaries, shores, saltpans, sandy coasts, coral reefs, and
muddy and dried sludgy steppes. Behaviour similar to Lesser Sand Plover.
Gregarious, usually in large flocks along with other waders. Feeds mainly on
insects, especially beetles. Breeding starts early March to early April along
water bodies, sometimes on islands. Monogamous. Nest a shallow scrape on
ground hidden among short surrounding vegetation. Usual clutch 2-3 oval eggs,
yellowish pale buffin colour, spotted blackish brown to brown and pale grey; 38.6
x 27.7 mmin size. Eggs hatch after 24 days. Chicks precocial and nidifugous. No
data available on fledging period.

Distribution and abundance: A very scarce and perhaps irregular breeding
bird near Lake Urumiyeh (Azarbaijan), north-eastern Khorasan and Bushehr
(Mond and Helleh areas). A common winter visitor to the entire south coast
from Khuzestan to the Pakistan border and occasionally central Fars. Also
a scarce passage migrant elsewhere in the south Caspian region especially
Miankaleh and rarely in western Iran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Charadriidae
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Charadrius mongolus

Lesser Sand Plover (Mongolian Plover)
Sogzm (S5 (085 (50905 90538355 (S gl Jgre 1S

Morphological characteristics: 19-21 cm length and 45-58 cm wing-
span. A small plover highly similar to Greater Sand Plover C. leschenaultii but
distinguished by smaller body and shorter bill. Sexes similar with marked
seasonal variation. Breeding male characterized by grey-brown upperparts,
black forehead continuing in broad black stripe over lore and ear-coverts,
broad rufous breast-band extending to neck and upper ear-coverts, dark flight-
feathers and a white wing-bar easily noticeable in flight. Throat and rest of
underparts white. Bill as long as distance from base of bill to rear of eye. In non-
breeding plumage, black facial mask and rufous breast-band absent. Juvenile
like non-breeding but shows fine buff scaly feather-fringes on upperparts and
upper wing-coverts.

Biological characteristics: Prefers coastal mudflats, muddy estuaries,
shingle and coral banks, and open sandy, silty, or stony shores of saline,
brackish, or freshwater lakes and pools. Flight rapid, with fast wing-beats on
take-off. At landing, runs short distance before halting. Occurs in small or large
flocks, sometimes mixed with other waders. Feeds on invertebrates especially
insects, crustaceans, worms, and mollusks.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common winter visitor and
passage migrant along the coasts of southern Iran, from Khuzestan east to the
Pakistan border. Only one record during migration from southeast Caspian
region (at Miankaleh Peninsula).

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Charadrius alexandrinus

S295
Kentish Plover (Snowy Plover)
S 58D 1 60,8 (Sl (AL 1315

Morphological characteristics: 15-17 cm length and 42-4S cm wing-span.
A small plover, highly similar to Common Ringed Plover C. hiaticula and Little
Ringed Plover C. dubius in winter plumage, but distinguished by smaller body;
shorter and thinner black bill, and black legs. Sexes dissimilar with some seasonal
variation. Male breeding adult distinguished by white forehead and supercilium,
black bar across forecrown, rufous cap, black stripe through eye, and white ring
round neck; upperparts, upperwing, and tail brown-grey; underparts white with
short black bar at breast-side. In flight, shows conspicuous white wing-bar on
bases of flight-feathers and extensively white outer tail-feathers. Non-breeding
male as well as female in all plumages differ by brown instead of black-and-rufous
cap, while also black of stripe through eye and of bars at breast-side is replaced by
brown. Juvenile scarcely different from non-breeding adult, but has a scaly look
due to narrow buff feather-fringes; also, breast patch less noticeable.

Biological characteristics: Prefers flat and open sandy or silty shores of sea
coasts or along saline or brackish lakes and estuaries, provided with banks of
pebbles or shells and patches of scanty low vegetation. Usually in pairs or small
family groups in breeding season, but congregating in flocks of 20-30 birds in
rest of year. Even more agile than Little Ringed Plover, running more rapidly over
longer distances and with faster wing-beats in flight. Feeds on insects, crustaceans,
worms, and small mollusks. Breeding starts late March, some pairs occasionally
associating into loose colonies. Monogamous. Nest a shallow scrape on ground
without lining or with lining of a little plant material, among pebbles, shells, or
scanty low vegetation. Usual clutch 3, rarely 2-4, oval to pear-shaped eggs, with
grey, buff, or sandy surface tinged olive-brown or reddish with irregular lines or
mottled with tiny black and pale grey spots, 33.1 x 23.5 mm in size. Eggs hatch
after 24 days. Chicks precocial and nidifugous. Fledging period 27-31 days,
independent thereafter. Usually produces a second clutch, coupling with a
different male, when young of first are independent.

Distribution and abundance: A common resident along the south Caspian
coast, on the south coast from Khuzestan to the Pakistan border, and at brackish
to saline wetlands in Khuzestan, central Fars and Sistan-Baluchestan. A common
summer visitor to brackish and saline wetlands in Azarbaijan (especially around
Lake Urumiyeh), and an irregular breeding bird at seasonal brackish and saline
wetlands on the central plateau. Widespread on migration and in winter at
wetlands in south Caspian region, Khuzestan, Bushehr, Fars, Sistan-Baluchestan,
and along entire south coast.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Scolopacidae
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Calidris ruficollis

Red-necked Stint
2990 (2085 (s8N (63,5« Sl pob slegy S8 SemS 1 S o5

N

Morphological characteristics: 13-16 cmlength and 35-38 cm wing-span.
Slightly larger and bulkier than Little Stint C. minuta, distinguished by shorter
and thicker bill, shorter legs, and longer wings. Sexes similar with some seasonal
variation. Breeding adult shows rufous-chestnut face, throat, and upper breast,
flecked with white when fresh. Base of bill white, crown and upperparts dark,
dotted black, rufous-chestnut, grey, and white. Upper wing-coverts grey-brown
with pale buff fringes. Side of rump white, with black stripe over the middle
extending to the end of tail. Tail grey, outer feathers with whiter inner webs.
Side of breast and fore-flanks show distinct dark patches, rest of underparts and
underwing white. Legs and bill black. Outside breeding season, more densely
streaked on crown than Little Stint, face darker, and with a grey-brown eye-
stripe below supercilium. Upperparts pale grey, more uniform than Little Stint
due to less blotched dark areas on centre of feathers. Juvenile variable, in fresh
plumage upperparts browner and duller than juvenile of Little Stint, with less
scaly pattern. Scapulars black-brown, fringed pale chestnut and tipped white and
sides of mantle with indistinct offwhite streaks. Cheek and nape finely streaked
grey. Most juveniles show rufous tone on breast, others with buff-grey tone and
distinct streaking on the sides. Underparts and underwing also white.
Biological characteristics: Mostly prefers sheltered sea coast, bays, and
estuaries, also fringe of permanent or seasonal water bodies close to the coast.
Mostly observed feeding on intertidal and near-coastal wetlands. Gregarious,
found in small to large flocks outside breeding season. Flight light and fast, with
quick take-off, usually flying low above ground. Omnivorous, feeds mostly with
other waders on insects, small vertebrates, mollusks, gastropods, crustaceans,
and plant seeds.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant to Iran. Koelz collected two
males and two females on 18-25 July 1941 in Borujerd (Lorestan). Recently,
an adult reported from Bandar abbas coasts (Hormozgan).

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Calidris alba
Sanderling
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Morphological characteristics: 20-21 cm length and 40-45 cm wing-
span. A rather small bulky calidrid with lighter plumage than other sandpipers.
Sexes similar with some seasonal variation. Breeding adult with chestnut
upperparts, head, and breast, marked with dark lines and spots. In flight shows
conspicuous white wing-stripes, broader than any other calidrid. Further
characterized by white underparts, grey tail, white sides of rump, broad black
stripe over middle of rump extending to end of tail, and dark legs and bill.
Non-breeding adult without chestnut colour and paler than other sandpipers,
showing light grey upperparts and wholly white face and underparts. Juvenile
with whitish buff head and breast with dark streaks and underparts spotted
black-and-white.

Biological characteristics: Prefers sandy shores, fringes of estuaries,
and muddy and slushy fringes of water bodies. Gregarious and highly active.
Often runs along sandy coasts following waves. Forages for invertebrates by
searching in shallow water layer behind retracting waves. Also searches for
insects and other small invertebrates on dry sandy beaches, carried to shore
through waves, by running and short quick stops. Feeds on plant material if
animal food not available.

Distribution and abundance: A passage migrant in spring and autumn
and a common winter visitor along the sandy shores of south Caspian Sea,
Persian Gulf, and Sistan-Baluchestan. Rarely found on wetlands inland,
recorded in Fars, Sistan-Baluchestan, and Tehran region.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Calidris minuta
Little Stint

SagS abs
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Morphological characteristics: 12-14 cm length and 34-37 cm wing-
span. The smallest calidrid in Iran with small dainty body and short straight
bill. Sexes similar with some seasonal variation. Breeding adult with head and
sides of neck mottled dark and rufous upperparts with black spots. In flight,
narrow white stripes noticeable on wings. Also, shows grey tail-sides, white
sides of rump with black stripe over the middle extending to the end of tail,
breast rufous with black streaks, underparts white, andlegs and bill dark. Non-
breeding adult with whiter face and grey head, side of neck, and upperparts.
Juvenile resembles adult in breeding plumage, but paler; also, upperparts
show two conspicuous V-shaped bands.

Biological characteristics: Prefers coasts of saline lakes, estuaries, and
shores along freshwater in open habitats. During migration, also encountered
in seasonal lakes, coastal swamps, and soft muddy banks of rivers and
freshwater lakes. Gregarious, usually seen in small to very large flocks. Flight
buoyant and fast. Takes off quickly and flies at low altitude when in danger,
never soaring. When foraging, alternates intense pecking with long runs to
next spot. Prey generally consists of invertebrates.

Distribution and abundance: Widespread during migration, in spring
and autumn, on inland wetlands, with largest numbers recorder in Urumiyeh
basin and along southern Caspian coast. Numerous in winter in southern
coasts and wetlands in Khuzestan, Sistan-Baluchestan, and Fars. A few non-
breeders remain in Iran throughout summer.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Calidris ferruginea  _Jbgls alli

Curlew Sandpiper
Sy (o AN 1635 ¢ Selo> po8 (5308 S S

Morphological characteristics: 18-19 cm length and 42-46 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized Calidris-sandpiper easily distinguished by red breeding
plumage. Sexes similar with marked seasonal variation. Breeding adult shows
chestnut crown streaked dark, white base of bill and front of face, chestnut-red
face, neck, and underparts, and white under wing-coverts. Upperparts show
a mixture of black, chestnut, and grey spots. White rump and white wing-bar
easily noticeable in flight. Central tail-feathers black, outer ones grey, and white
under tail-coverts sparsely spotted chestnut. Non-breeding adult lacks chestnut-
red feathers; upperparts grey and underparts white, thus similar to non-breeding
Dunlin C. alping, but distinguished by paler head and neck with more distinct
long white supercilium, longer neck and legs, narrower and more gradually
decurved bill, and white rump, easily noticeable in flight. Juvenile resembles
non-breeding adult but upperparts and upper wing-coverts brown with buff-
white feather-fringes, appearing scaly, and breast buff with streaked sides.
Biological characteristics: Prefers mudflats and shallow water of salt,
brackish, or freshwater lakes, pools, and rivers. In winter, often concentrates
along seashores, coastal wetlands, and large rivers. Mostly seen in small flocks.
Flight fast and agile similar to that of Dunlin but flight-line more stable. Feeds
on invertebrates by quietly walking on damp soil, probing into mud, but more
often feeds in upright position in belly-deep water, immersing its pointed bill
downward from time-to-time.

Distribution and abundance: Generallyscarceaspassage migrantinspring,
but quite common on autumn migration in Urumiyeh basin (Azarbaijan), the
south Caspian region, Tehran area, Khuzestan, central Fars, and also along the
entire south coast of Iran. Small numbers winter along the south coasts and in
wetlands of central Fars.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Morphological characteristics:16-20 cm length and 38-43 cm wing-
span. A small and rather bulky wader with short neck and black decurved bill.
Sexes similar with some seasonal variation. Breeding adult distinguished by
black patch on belly, chestnut cap and upperparts with black spots and bars,
and black streaking on throat and breast. White wing-bar on base of dark
flight-feathers easily noticeable in flight. Remainder of underparts white, tail
grey, and rump white with black central stripe reaching end of tail. Outside
breeding season, upperparts brown-grey and underparts white with narrow
grey streaks on breast and flanks. During this period, greatly similar to Curlew
Sandpiper C. ferruginea, but with less curved bill, shorter legs, and less white
on head, neck, and breast. Juvenile rather like adult breeding, showing mixed
rufous and dark brown cap and upperparts and white stripes on scapulars;
upper wing-coverts have buff fringes, breast streaked black, and belly with
round black dots.

Biological characteristics: : Prefers tidal flats, sandy or muddy shores of
estuaries and lagoons, fringes of brackish or freshwater lakes, pools, and rivers,
and open marshland with short vegetation. Highly gregarious, moving and
feeding in large groups. Flight fast and agile with slower wing-beats than other
Calidrids. Feeds largely by rapid drilling of bill in soft mud in search for worms,
crustaceans, and small mollusks, walking slowly following a zigzag line, but
prey sometimes taken in shallow water or insects pecked from surface.
Distribution and abundance: A locally abundant winter visitor to all
main wetlands throughout Iran, especially the south Caspian region and
Persian Gulf coast; also common in Urumiyeh basin in Azarbaijan, as well as
in Khuzestan, central Fars, and Sistan-Baluchestan. Occasionally recorded in
other inland wetlands on passage in spring and autumn.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Calidris temminckii b @3 A5
Temminck's Stint
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Morphological characteristics: 13-15 cm length and 34-37 cm wing-
span. A small calidrid, greatly similar to Little Stint C. minuta in winter plumage
but distinguished by wholly greyish brown upperparts, no white on face, white
outer tail-feathers, and yellowish green legs. Sexes similar with little seasonal
variation. Breeding adult distinguished by brownish grey upperparts with
black, rufous, and grey spots. Also with grey breast streaked brown and wholly
white underparts. Light narrow wing-stripes, white rump and tail with broad
black mid-stripe noticeable in flight. Non-breeding adult pale greyish brown
with a clear contrast between grey breast and white underparts. Juvenile with
brown to olive upperparts, looking scaly due to pale feather-tips.

Biological characteristics: Prefers inland waters such as freshwater
wetlands, coasts of lakes, ponds with dense vegetation as well as mudflats of
brackish estuaries, and sheltered inlets with muddy beds; avoids sandy and
open coasts. Less gregarious than other calidrids; often seen singly or in small
flocks. Flight action as Little Stint but wings and tail look longer. Less active
in feeding than Little Stint, moving slower and often well-hidden among
vegetation, feeding with more deliberate picking actions. Feeds on insects and
their larvae, worms, crustaceans, and small mollusks.

Distribution and abundance: A common winter visitor to wetlands of
Khuzestan and Fars, less common in Bushehr and Hormozgan; seen in autumn,
sometimes spring, in wetlands all over Iran on migration, more numerous in the
south Caspian region, Tehran area, and rarely on southern coasts.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Calidris canutus
Red Knot
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Morphological characteristics: 23-25 cm length and 57-61 cm wing-
span. A rather large and bulky sandpiper with short legs. Sexes similar with
some seasonal variation. Breeding adult distinguished by rufous-orange
underparts and spotted black-and-rufous upperparts. Bill usually straight, fairly
short, and thick. Wing-stripes white and rump pale grey, easily noticeable in
flight. Outside breeding season, upperparts grey, belly and rump white; with
some dark streaks on side of breast and flank as well as on face and upperparts.
Juvenile resembles adult in winter plumage, but shows buff underparts and
browner upperparts and upper wing-coverts which look scaly due to black-
and-white feather-tips.

Biological characteristics: Prefers coastal flats and estuaries, sometimes
shore of saline inland lakes. Feeds quietly by walking slowly but with vigorous
pecking, Forms large flocks when roosting, Flight similar to other calidrids but
with slower wing-beats. Flocks in flight perform astonishing aerial maneuvers.
Often feeds on invertebrates, especially mollusks.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant to Iran, with singles or small
flocks recorded in the south Caspian region, Sistan basin, and Hormozgan.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Calidris tenuirostris
Great Knot
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Morphological characteristics: 26-28 cm length and 62-66 cm wing-
span. The largest calidrid, with fairly long bill and legs. Sexes similar with
some seasonal variation. Breeding adult distinguished by grey head and neck
with blackish streaks and blackish brown upperparts and breast mottled
chestnut on shoulders. Wing-stripes less distinct than Red Knot C. canutus.
A narrow light stripe on upper tail-coverts contrasts with grey-brown colour
of tail. Underparts white with large black spots on breast and flanks. Also has
black bill with thick olive base. In non-breeding adult, dark plumage absent,
upperparts grey-brown, underparts white, and spots on breast and flanks paler
and less distinct. Juvenile resembles non-breeding adult, but slightly darker.
Biological characteristics: Outside breeding season, prefers sandy or
muddy tidal flats. A rather quiet bird, often associating with other sandpipers,
especially when roosting. Flight as Red Knot but with slower wing-beats.
Feeds on invertebrates, especially worms and mollusks, by probing bill in wet
sandy or muddy soil.

Distribution and abundance: First recorded in Chabaharin March 1901
by Zarudny. Not recorded thereafter, but from 2000 onwards up to several
hundreds have been recorded in coastal wetlands of Bushehr (Helleh area),
Hormozgan (coastal Bandar Abbas), and Baluchestan coast during annual
January censuses.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Limicola falcinellus
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Broad-billed Sandpiper
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Morphological characteristics: 16-17 cmlength and 37-39 cm wing-span.
A small Calidris-like sandpiper greatly similar to Dunlin C. alpina in build and
size; however, distinguished by thick straight bill with decurved tip and shorter
legs. Sexes similar with some seasonal variation. In breeding plumage shows
dark cap which looks streaked due to two-branched light supercilium with one
branch over eye and another extending along lateral crown. Upperparts dark
brown, looking scaly due to light feather-fringes. Dark forewing and narrow
white wing-bar noticeable in flight. Lower throat, breast, and front part of flanks
marked with rows of spots joining into stripes. Also has white underparts, grey
tail, white rump with black central stripe extending to the end of tail, and green
legs which seem short in proportion to body size. Winter plumage much paler;
upperparts grey-brown and pattern on head and face less distinct, but double
supercilium still visible. Breast spots grey instead of black, largely absent on
flanks. Juvenile like breeding adult, but wing-coverts paler and with broad buff
margins; underparts tinged buff with duller streaks and spots.

Biological characteristics: Outside breeding season, prefers wet muddy
fringes of saline, fresh, or brackish wetlands, lakes and ponds, swampy patches
near springs, wet meadows, borders of flooded rice fields, and coastal mudflats.
Gregarious, sometimes seen in mixed groups along with other Calidrids, but
less active than most other waders. Flight similar to Little Stint C. minuta but
with less emphatic wing-beats. Escape-flight usually at low altitude and over
short distance, similar to that of Jack Snipe Limnocryptes minimus, but without
looping fall at end. Feeds on invertebrates and seeds of water plants by probing
into soft wet mud or pecking on the surface.

Distribution and abundance: A scarce but regular winter visitor to Persian
Gulf coast, especially in Hormozgan, also wintering in smaller numbers in
Khuzestan, Fars, and Sistan-Baluchestan. A fairly common passage migrant in
the south Caspian region; a scarce passage migrant in Tehran area and Fars.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Philomachus pugnax
Ruff

Morphological characteristics: 20-30 cm length (in male greater than 26
cm) and 48-58 cm wing-span (in male greater than 54 cm). Sexes dissimilar with
marked seasonal variation. Male breeding adult with elongated crown-feathers
forming two curled tufts in different patterns and colours varying from white to
buff; chestnut, dark brown, and black. Also has white underparts and chestnut
orblack breast and flanks. Female breeding like breeding male, but much smaller
and without elongated head-tufts, shows variable colouration; differing from
black cap, dark brown upperparts, and black-centred feathers with white fringe
to light cinnamon-brown cap, cinnamon upperparts, and feathers with black
tips and light fringes. Also boldly spotted blackish brown on flanks and breast.
In winter, males, having lost their head-tufts, might have white patch or collar
on neck; general body colour grey with buff-edged feathers on upperparts and
whitish on underparts along with greyish spots on breast and flanks. Also has
dark-tipped red bill and reddish legs. Female similar to male in winter plumage,
but with pale upperparts and short dark bill. Juvenile resembles adult female in
winter plumage. Head and upperparts dark, neck and breast buff, and rest of
underparts white. Also with dark scaly-looking upperparts due to buff-brown
feather-fringes.

Biological characteristics: Prefers muddy fringes of brackish or freshwater
lakes, wetlands, ponds, rice fields, flooded meadows, ploughed fields, and shallow
temporary pools. Gregarious, often seen in large flocks. Flight rather slow, with
strong deep wing-beats. Feeds on invertebrates such as insects and larvae, also
plant material especially seeds. Mostly feeds by stepping quietly on ground,
pecking superficially on soil or plants; also feeds in shallow water, immersing bill
but without deep probing,

Distribution and abundance: A very common and widespread passage
migrant in spring and autumn in main wetland areas. Often found on passage in
some smaller wetlands in the north and west, but rather scarce in Persian Gulf
coast and southeast of Iran. A winter visitor, in small numbers, to wetlands of
Khuzestan, central Fars, and northern Sistan-Baluchestan, and occasionally in
very small numbers in Gilan, Mazandaran, Tehran area, Bushehr, Hormozgan,
and southern Sistan-Baluchestan. A few non-breeders remain throughout the
summer in wetlands of Azarbaijan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Ruddy Turnstone
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Morphological characteristics: 22-24 cm length and 50-57 cm wing-
span. A small wader with variegated plumage, short pointed bill, and short
orange legs. Sexes dissimilar in breeding season with some seasonal variation.
Male breeding adult with black-and-white head and neck, broad black breast-
band, chestnut upperparts with black bands and spots, and white underparts. In
flight, white wing-bar and back highly noticeable from above. Tail white with a
broad sub-terminal band. Female breeding adult greatly similar to male but with
duller upperparts, buff streaked nape, and more densely streaked crown. Non-
breeding adult lacks chestnut colour on upperparts, turning dark grey-brown.
Juvenile resembles adult non-breeding, but has browner upperparts and scaly-
looking scapulars and upper wing-coverts due to buff feather-fringes.
Biological characteristics: Prefers stony, rocky, or seaweed-covered
coasts and tidelines, and occasionally freshwater lakes and rivers. Flight direct
with slow and powerful wing-beats. To feed on invertebrates carried by waves
to coast, runs toward water and comes back to dry land with returning waves.
Feeds on invertebrates, especially in tideline, favouring insects, crustaceans,
and small mollusks, pecked from surface or found by turning pebbles,
seeweeds, and clams.

Distribution and abundance: A widespread winter visitor in rather small
numbers to Persian Gulf coast from Bushehr to Baluchestan and along the
southern Caspian Sea coast. During autumn migration, occurs commonly
in the south Caspian region and the southern coasts; also occasionally in
small numbers in some wetlands of Azarbaijan, Tehran, and Fars. A few non-
breeders remain throughout summer along the southern coasts of Iran.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Morphological characteristics: 19-21 cm length and 38-41 cm wing-
span. A small to medium-sized sandpiper with rather elongate body; long tail,
and short neck and legs. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Breeding
adult distinguished by dark brown bars on olive-brown upperparts. Rump
and tail olive with white margins. Neck and breast with fine grey streaks, rest of
underparts white. In flight, wing with conspicuous white wing-bar along base
of flight-feathers. Legs greenish or yellowish, not extending beyond tail in flight.
Non-breeding adult like breeding, but upperparts paler and less barred on head.
Juvenile resembles adult in winter plumage but with buff-edged coverts on
upperparts and more streaks on wing—coverts.

Biological characteristics: Prefers a wide range of freshwater and brackish
habitats including rivers, brooks, lakes, lagoons, ponds, pools, coastal water
bodies, mangroves, and also rocky coasts, coastal salt marshes and estuaries.
Avoids mud of open tidal flats and shallow water, foraging mainly along waterline.
Usually solitary, but sometimes in small group of 2-3 birds along rivers or coastal
rocks. Flies at low altitude above water. Flight in low range with fast regular wing-
beats and short glides, holding wings below level of body. Wags rear part of body
when feeding or in alarm. Feeds chiefly on invertebrates, particularly insects.
Breeding starts early May. Nest a shallow cup lined with plant material, built
among stones along riverbanks, lakes, and pools. Usual clutch 4, occasionally
3 and rarely 5 eggs, oval to pear-shaped, pale cream, buff-cream, or pale buffin
colour with reddish brown, blackish brown, or purple-grey spots, patches, and
streaks, 36.4x26.3 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 20-23 days. Chicks precocial and
nidifugous, able to fly in 13 days and independent after about 28 days.
Distribution and abundance: A fairly common summer visitor to
mountain streams in highlands of Azarbaijan, Alborz, the Kopet Dagh, and
Zagros south to Yasuj. Small numbers winter regularly in Khuzestan, Fars, the
southern coast and southeast Sistan-Baluchestan; a few birds occasionally occur
in the south Caspian region in winter. A common passage migrant throughout
most wetlands of Tran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Terek Sandpiper
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Morphological characteristics: 22-24 cm length and 57-59 cm wing-
span. A rather small sandpiper, distinguished from other waders by long
upward-tilted bill and short legs. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation.
Breeding adult with grey-brown upperparts marked with narrow dark shaft-
streaks and two irregular broad dark bands on scapulars. Cap, nape, forehead,
neck, and breast streaked brown-grey and white; with bright supercilium on
pale dark eye-stripe. Upperwing grey with black band along forewing and
broad white band at rear edge. Also, has white underparts, orange-yellow legs,
and orange-based dark bill. Non-breeding adult like breeding, but black bands
on scapulars absent and face and breast paler and less streaked, upper wing-
coverts with pale fringes, and supercilium more prominently white. Juvenile
resembles breeding adult, but feather-centres of upperparts more broadly
marked black and feather-fringes tinged buff.

Biological characteristics: Prefers muddy and sandy tidal flats, coastal
andinlandlakes, estuaries, and flooded meadows. In winter mostly seen in tidal
flats along coasts and along shore of small bays. Usually forms small parties of
10-15 birds. Flight action agile, fast, and direct with quick wing-beats. Flies at
low altitude over water and muddy fields. Forages for food by immersing bill
deep in mud, feeding on invertebrates. Food often rinsed before swallowing,
Distribution and abundance: A common winter visitor to the south
coast from southern Khuzestan to southeast Baluchestan, most numerous
in mangrove areas in Khouran Strait. Also a spring and autumn migrant of
the south Caspian region. Scarcely seen on passage throughout wetlands of
western and central Iran. Small numbers of non-breeders remain throughout
summer in Khouran Strait and Bandar Abbas area.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Morphological characteristics: 23-26 cm length and 50-55 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized snipe-like bird with rather thick, short, and slightly
decurved billand short tail. Unlike most birds, female more brightly coloured.
Sexes dissimilar (female slightly larger) with no seasonal variation. Adult male
with grey-brown upperparts, olive-brown throat, neck, and breast, and a white
belly. A diagonal white band extends from lower breast to shoulders. Upper
wing-coverts and scapulars brown-olive marked with a buff V-stripe, and also
crown- and eye-stripe buff. Adult female with uniformly green upperparts
vermiculated black and diagonal white stripe as male. Also with rufous neck
and throat, dark chestnut breast, white belly, and white eye-stripe. Juvenile like
male but with no black bar across breast.

Biological characteristics: Prefers fringes of swamps, floodplains with
dense aquatic vegetation alternated by open muddy patches, damp grasslands,
and open reed-beds. Mainly active in morning and evening and probably
overnight. Solitary or occurring in small flocks. Hard to find among dense
marsh vegetation and only flushed when almost stepped upon. Flight slow
and weak. Inflight, holds legs dangling for a while and then retracts them. Runs
with head held down. Wags tail in alarm. Omnivorous. Feeds on invertebrates
and seeds by foraging on muddy soil or in shallow water.

Distribution and abundance: Recorded once as a vagrant in south-eastern
Iran in May 1972. No records available ever since.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Eurasian Woodcock
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Morphological characteristics: 33-35 cm length and 56-60 cm wing-
span. A resident of the forest floor with cryptic camouflage to suit its habitat,
showing intricately patterned plumage. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation.
Adult has red-brown upperparts patterned grey on mantle and scapulars. Also,
has buff forehead, dark crown with some pale bars, buffunderparts barred black
and off-white, and white band at end of tail, easily noticeable in flight. Bill long
and straight, pink-horn with black tip, legs and toes greyish pink. Juvenile greatly
similar to adult but with distinct spots on forehead.

Biological characteristics: Prefers broad-leaved or mixed forests with dense
undergrowth. On migration, found in coastal shrubberies and gardens. Usually
seen singly or in pairs. Difhcult to detect among fallen leaves on forest floor
due to cryptic camouflage. Rises off the ground with noisy wing-beats when
disturbed and flies a short distance with fast and whirring wing movements, then
lands quickly to conceal itself. Usually active at dawn and dusk. Feeds mainly on
animal material, especially earthworms, insect larvae, and beetles; feeds on plant
material when other food sources scarce.

Distribution and abundance: A very common winter visitor in lowlands
of the south Caspian region. Also seen in Tehran area and in smaller numbers
through the Zagros from Azarbaijan to Fars; only occasionally seen east to
Sistan-Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Gallinago solitaria

Solitary Snipe
S 3 g (35 a4 g) 19326355 FLus] 52 S 5

Morphological characteristics: 29-31 cm length and 46-50 cm wing-
span. The largest snipe in Iran. Distinguished from other snipes by distinct

brown breast. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation. Adult bird with reddish
brown upperparts striped brown and streaked white at the back. Face and side
of neck light grey, breast reddish brown, belly white, and flanks with brown
stripes. In flight, identified by wholly dark upperparts with indistinct white
lines and short wedge-shaped rufous tail. Also, shows narrow dark eye-stripes,
black-brown bill, and yellowish olive to yellowish brown legs and feet. Juvenile
inseparable form adult.

Biological characteristics: Prefers open areas near streams, sandy
riverbeds in mountains, fringes of moist shrubberies, and flooded fields in
montane regions. A terrestrial and solitary bird. Flight slower and heavier than
Common Snipe G. gallinago along with whirling and shaking movements.
Feeds mainly on worms and small snails.

Distribution and abundance: Distribution not definitely known. In the
past, present as a breeding species in mountains of northeast of Khorasan and
probably in south Caspian regions. Also seen in small numbers as passage
migrant in the south Caspian region as well as Khorasan, Sistan-Baluchestan,
and Semnan; however, no record of this species available over the past 50 years.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national

protected species.
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Family: Scolopacidae
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Gallinago stenura 290 03 Sy

Pin-tailed Snipe (Pintail Snipe)
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Morphological characteristics: 25-27 cm length and 44-47 cm wing-
span. Greatly similar to Common Snipe G. gallinago, distinguished by browner
upperparts and rather shorter bill. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation.
Adult bird with brown upperparts streaked black and white, narrow dark eye-
stripe, and broad buff supercilium, buff neck and breast with distinct brown
spots continuing up to flanks. In flight, a light patch noticeable on middle
wing-coverts. Unlike Common Snipe, Great Snipe G. media, and Jack Snipe
Lymnocryptes minimus, has no white tips to primaries. Belly wholly white, tail
narrow with rufous tips and needle-like feathers on each side, legs yellow, and
bill also yellow with dark tip. Juvenile resembles adult but with more distinct
white streaks on upperparts.

Biological characteristics: Prefers marshy fringes of lakes and rivers,
moist meadows, swampy grasslands, irrigated farmlands, and water canals.
Often flies at low altitude. Flight steadier than Common Snipe, generally
without zigzagging escape-flight. Feeds mostly in mornings, evenings, and
at night. Feeds on invertebrates, especially insects and their larvae, mollusks,
earthworms, and rarely crabs, seeds and other plant materials.

Distribution and abundance: Probably a scarce passage migrant and
winter visitor in eastern and south-eastern Iran, with a handful of records
from Khorasan, Sistan-Baluchestan, Kerman, and Bushehr. Probably much
overlooked because of difficulty in identification.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Gallinago media & 33 Sy

Great Snipe
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Morphological characteristics: 27-29 cm length and 47-50 cm wing-
span. Greatly similar to Common Snipe G. gallinago, but larger and with
stockier breast and belly, longer wings and legs, and shorter bill. Sexes similar
with little seasonal variation. Breeding adult with narrow dark eye-stripe,
broad light supercilium, brown upperparts streaked dark and light, and barred
dull white belly and underparts; dark under wing-coverts and white stripe
on middle wing-coverts easily noticeable in flight. Tips of secondaries white,
forming light trailing edge to inner wing, tail rufous, and outer tail-feathers
with much white. Adult in winter darker and duller on upperparts lacking buff
and cinnamon. Juvenile resembles breeding adult but with less streaked and
paler upperparts, wholly striped underparts, and less noticeable whiteness on
the edge of tail.
Biological characteristics: Prefers moist short-vegetated lands, wetland
fringes, meadows, and ploughed fields. Flight noiseless, heavy, and straight
with slower wing-beats than Common Snipe. Hardly detectable due to
cryptic camouflage. When alarmed, flies a short distance at low altitude before
landing among vegetation to conceal. Feeds mainly on earthworms, mollusk,
insects and their larvae as well as plant seeds.
Distribution and abundance: An uncommon passage migrant, in spring
and autumn, in some suitable habitats of Gilan, Mazandaran, Tehran, Fars,
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Gallinago gallinago
Common Snipe

Morphological characteristics: 25-27 cm length and 44-47 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized snipe with long straight bill and short legs. Sexes similar
with no seasonal variation. Adult with rufous upperparts streaked cream and
wholly white belly. Neck, breast, and flanks barred with black spots. In flight,
two pale white stripes noticeable on underwing-coverts. Secondary tips white,
forming a white stripe along the inner trailing edge of wing. Tail rufous with
white terminal band. Also, has light green legs and dark-tipped yellow-brown
bill. Juvenile similar to adults but with whiter tips to feathers on upperparts.
Biological characteristics: Prefers marshes, swamps, swampy fringes of
lakes and rivers, moist meadows, irrigated farmlands, and rice fields. Highly
gregarious, often seen in small flocks. Usually flies at low altitude, but on
migration flies straight and high. When in danger, rises suddenly, flying off
rapidly with zigzag movements and loud calls and then suddenly drops again
to ground. Less active during day. Often feeds on invertebrates in mornings,
evenings, and at night.

Distribution and abundance: A common winter visitor to most wetlands
of Iran.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Lymnocryptes minimus

Jack Snipe
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Morphological characteristics: 17-19 cm length and 38-42 cm wing-
span. Smaller than other snipes. Sexes similar with no seasonal variation.
Adult bird with brown upperparts, feather-centres of mantle and scapulars
black glossed with purple and green, broad dark stripe on upper head with
two light bands stretched to side of head, buff breast with plenty of spots,
and wholly white belly. Unlike other snipes, bars on flanks not conspicuous.
Secondary-and inner primary-tips white, forming a white stripe on inner edge
of wings. Tail triangular with longer central feathers. Also with grey-green legs
and short dark-tipped light yellow bill. Juvenile greatly resembles adult and
hardly distinguishable.

Biological characteristics: Prefers freshwater swamps, marshes, ponds,
moist meadows, floodplains, drained fields, and vegetated fringes of lakes.
Less gregarious than Common Snipe G. gallinago, usually solitary or in
groups of 2-3 birds. Flight rather slow and straighter than Common Snipe.
Highly able to conceal itself. When in danger, hardly noticeable due to hiding
motionless on ground, resembling bunch of dead reed-leaves. If forced to fly,
flies a short distance with noiseless movements and then returns to ground.
Often active at dawn and at night. Feeds mainly on insects and their larvae,
mollusks, worms, and plant material, especially seeds.

Distribution and abundance: A fairly common winter visitor throughout

the main wetlands of Iran.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Black-tailed Godwit
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Morphological characteristics: 40-44 cm length and 70-82 cm wing-
span. A large wader with elongated neck and body and long legs and bill. Sexes
similar (female slightly larger) with some seasonal variation. Breeding adult
with chestnut-orange head, neck, upperparts, and breast, streaked dark upper
head and upperparts, and black bars on lower breast, belly, and flanks but rest of
underparts white. Wings with broad white stripe contrasting with black flight-
feathers, easily noticeable in flight. Also has dark-tipped orange bill, square
white rump, and black tail tip and legs. Non-breeding adult with wholly grey-
brown head and upperparts and grey-white underparts. Juvenile distinguished
from adults by buff-orange head, neck, and breast and grey upperparts with
dark spots.

Biological characteristics: Prefers muddy shores of freshwater lakes,
shallow water in fresh or brackish wetlands, irrigated fields, and flooded
meadows. In winter, seen inshore at bays and estuaries. Highly gregarious,
seen in flocks of variable size. Flight speed variable from soaring slowly while
getting close to night roosting site to quick diving while displaying above
territory. In flight, holds head and body in line, while legs extend beyond tail
tip. Gait graceful, easily enters belly-deep water. Feeds mainly on invertebrates
as well as plant material. Forages for food by immersing its bill vertically and
strongly into mud or slush. When prey found, suddenly pulls its bill out and
swallows the prey.

Distribution and abundance: A common passage migrant and winter
visitor to most freshwater wetlands in the south Caspian region, Urumiyeh
basin as well as Khuzestan, Fars, and Sistan basin. Also non-breeding individuals
recorded in some wetlands of northwest, south, and south-eastern Iran.
Conservation status: Globally has been listed as Near Threatened (NT)
in IUCN red list and is of conservation values.



Limosa lapponica

Bar-tailed Godwit
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Morphological characteristics: 37-39 cm length and 70-80 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized wading bird similar to Black-tailed Godwit L. limosa,
appearing smaller due to shorterlegs, especially in males, and also recognisable
by shorter upward-tilted bill. Sexes dissimilar with some seasonal variation.
Male breeding adult with reddish chestnut face, neck, breast, and belly, black-
and-rufous marked upperparts, and dark bill. Adult female with buff to white
neck and breast, paler and greyer upperparts, and white belly. Tail barred
black and white, bordered by large white triangular patch on rump. Outside
breeding season, both sexes with light grey upperparts, head, and neck mottled
dark grey laterally, underparts white, and bill pink with dark distal half. Juvenile
resembles adult in winter plumage, but differs by darker upperparts and buft-
tinged neck and breast.

Biological characteristics: Often prefers shallow sandy or muddy estuaries
and flats located at coasts or in saline inlets, though occasionally seen on inland
freshwater wetlands on migration. Gregarious outside breeding season, forming
large flocks during winter. Flight heavier than Black-tailed Godwit; often
performs sky displays such as rotations, soars, and sudden direction changes.
Forages on tidal flats by walking slowly and immersing bill and sometimes
head and neck into soil. Feeds on invertebrates, especially insects, mollusks,
crustaceans, and worms.

Distribution and abundance: A common winter visitor to the southern
coasts from Khuzestan to Pakistan border. Small numbers of non-breeders
over-summer in wetlands of Persian Gulf coast. Also seen as passage migrant,
often in autumn, in south Caspian region and in small numbers in Urumiyeh
Lake and some wetlands in Fars and Sistan-Baluchestan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Numenius phaeopus

Whimbrel
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Morphological characteristics: 40-42 cm length and 76-89 cm wing-
span. A large wading bird similar to Eurasian Curlew N. arquata, but smaller
with shorter legs and bill and distinct facial pattern. Sexes similar with no
seasonal variation. Adult with grey-brown upperparts looking scaly due to
light feather-fringes on back. Also with dark crown with a pale central stripe,
white supercilium, dark eyes-tripe, buff streaked neck and breast, and white
underparts. In flight, a white triangular patch seen on back and rump. Bill dark
and thicker than in other curlews; legs greyish olive. Juvenile resembles adult,
but mantle, scapulars, and upper wing-coverts darker, black-brown with buff-
white spots.

Biological characteristics: Prefers sandy or muddy tidal flats and inlets at
coasts, coral reefs, and short grasslands adjacent to water. Gregarious outside
breeding season, especially during migration. Flight faster and more buoyant
than Eurasian Curlew, producing special noise. Takes off easily without running,
Unlike Eurasian Curlew; legs do not exceed tail in flight. Feeds mainly on
invertebrates, especially insects as well as plant material; usually breaks off limbs
of crabs before swallowing. Forages for food in surface layer of soil and rarely
from deeper layers.

Distribution and abundance: Seen in large numbers as passage migrant
in the south Caspian region during autumn and spring and in fair numbers as
winter visitor to south coasts of Iran, from Khouran Strait east to Pakistan border.
Alsorecorded as scarce passage migrantin Urumiyeh Lake duringautumn. Small
numbers of non-breeders remain along the Persian Gulf coasts in summer.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Slender-billed Curlew
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Morphological characteristics: 36-41 cm length and 80-92 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized curlew similar in size to Whimbrel N. phacopus, but
with more dainty body and much narrower needle-like bill. Sexes similar with
no seasonal variation. Adult bird with grey-buft upperparts mottled brown,
white belly with no streaks, heart-shaped black spots on breast and flanks,
tiny streaks on crown, white supercilium, and earth-grey head and side of
neck looking whiter on chin and throat. In flight, blackness of first primaries
in contrast with streaked secondaries and whiteness of under wing-coverts
easily noticeable. Back and rump white, with 4-5 horizontal black stripes
on tail. Also, has grey legs and long narrow brown bill with fleshy-red base.
Juvenile resembles adult but with rich buff upperparts and narrowly streaked
neck, breast, and flanks.

Biological characteristics: Prefers salt flats with scanty low vegetation,
temporaryflooded wetland fringes and damp grasslands with short vegetation.
In winter, mostly prefers marshlands. Flight similar to Eurasian Curlew N.
arquata but faster and less regular. Often walks slowly in shallow waters and
feeds on insects, crustaceans, and other invertebrates. In winter, may be seen
feeding along with Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa and Eurasian Curlew.
Usually moves faster than Eurasian Curlew.

Distribution and abundance: A scarce passage migrant, with decreasing
numbers, recorded in south Caspian region, south Khorasan, Persian Gulf, and
Sistan-Baluchestan in the past.

Conservation status: Globally has been listed as Critically Endangered
(CR) in IUCN red list and also listed in CITES Appendix I. Also concerned
as endangered in Iran and is of conservation values. The most important
factor internationally threatening this species is overhunting. Destruction and
modification of winter habitats in the Middle East and northern Africa have
also caused a decline in the population of this species.

oSl AY B A Llly (53,55 5 el Y U YF o Jobo 2506 (sl 329
9 i )b 0 (Jg Canl €autuo gyl LIS &y dund (g U g i lawgio  BLELS .l
8588 ) 10 S AL BNy s uad Gl o 18l 5 Sien 03l g 430 5ST3U e
A e ol 5 ale Aol 3 a3 S5 (SB35 Bl 53 9 g b (29 )l
S 0503 4 Oi (585 Cuond 5 (5logeB (cladSI L olyon (6 yinS B (63950 dilg) vy oo
2 gl sl el (gl (ol il 533315 £3 (g9 ol (055 g iy I e 9 <l
oo 0S5 295 00 hled 255 4 ol g2 dhs sl ey g olyoly 458 (sl yals Lol
9 58 (lal o)l gl S (I8 LIS b olyen lagley g i g 45,85 (g
Wl s LU B 50 95 0o 0403 S5 (S1gS 0B )3 45 3> (logad 9 Sk el e
D)5 (6 s 45508 ) agleg 5 i (13,5 9 Canl 503955 435, b g
oo @lye 9 WIWL (L3lg> daly> (S5 g (b (slawle ol )3t s § (S LS 29
a3 g5 1y (e (sloo Sy (Bl iy Lol § WS (oo (S5 oligS dsle L
2 ol 488 Jo o delogls jralaisls g sing oo (Jg €55 oLNSY & 4 5l
2 23e oS 5 oS (ol i ) 4385 & gy 00 ol GoseS Sl
0100 4355 b 5 45 )5 oLiIS » g Kolow pd sLiIMSY L o jads sl S Lo
235 gyt €S )52 SLIMSD &y Cpmd (6 3y S > Ygame (g 355
338 3 oS Canl oS ElS 4y gy 5 ClaS Yl (i oo 3 TNglyE g STy
sl g Gl il § o) gl ol 3 g 33 (bd (o (P Shipa>
ool odpun) S 4y
2 oizzed «ul (CR) ol jlad (5420 > o & B Chlis Corde

0 41,8 (C 54851 oy 4> (sladigS Ml
i e e

Sl .

! - - -

242
picp

aepioedojoog :Ajiwe

ausly!

-

9)5d|ce

saw.ojilipeley) :19pa0

Q

(oew & MO m



Family: Scolopacidae
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Numenius arquata S y 33 dLISWLS

Eurasian Curlew
Sy 3 1 55 Uanupat )25 gl Sda 4536355 ¢ Bl s Sep005 S 5

Morphological characteristics: 50-60 cm length and 80-100 cm wing-
span. A large Curlew with long legs and long slender decurved bill. Sexes
similar (female bill longer) with little seasonal variation. Adult bird with grey-
brown upperparts streaked buff, buff head, neck, and breast with dark streaks,
white belly and dark-spotted flanks. Dark primaries and primary-coverts,
white back and rump, and brown upperparts and upperwing cause a contrast
easily noticeable in flight. Also, has grey or olive-green legs and some pink at
base of black bill. Winter plumage generally paler. Juvenile with short bill, pale
upperparts, and more white on underparts.

Biological characteristics: Prefers seashores, especially wide muddy
or sandy tidal flats, fringes of freshwater lakes, rivers, marshes, floodplains,
estuaries, grasslands, farmlands, and other suitable areas near water. Seen singly
or in small parties, forming larger flocks on roosting sites. Flight powerful,
rather slow and with regular and deliberate wing-beats, rather similar to that
of gulls Larus. Usually walks deliberately and slowly, but runs before take-off
orin pursuit for prey. Omnivorous but prefers invertebrates. Forages rnostly in
muddy tidelands by immersing bill partially or completely in soil, but feeds by
superficial pecking among vegetation on drier land.

Distribution and abundance: A common winter visitor along south coasts
of Iran from Khuzestan to Pakistan border and the south Caspian region and
occasional small flocks or singles inland in Urumiyeh basin and in some wetlands
in Fars and Sistan basin. Also small numbers of non-breeding summering birds
seen in Urumiyeh basin, Persian Gulf coasts, and occasionally in Fars.
Conservation status: Globally has been listed as Near Threatened (NT)
in TUCN red list and is of conservation values.
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Numenius madagascariensis 8 yw dlidYuS
Far Eastern Curlew (Eastern Curlew)
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R TR TR

Morphological characteristics: 60-66 cm length and 108-112 cm
wing-span. The largest wader in Iran with very long bill and long legs. Sexes
similar (female larger and with longer bill) with little seasonal variation. Adult
breeding bird with pale brown upperparts, head, and neck with darker streaks;
chin and throat whitish. Underparts dark brownish buff with paler lower belly.
Also with whitish underwing, pink-based dark brown bill, and olive green
legs and toes. Outside breeding season, upperparts slightly paler. Juvenile
resembles adult but paler, with fewer streaks on breast, and with shorter bill.
Biological characteristics: Prefers coastal mudflats, especially estuaries,
bays, and inlets, receding at high tide to coastal salt meadows and mangrove
forests as well as wetlands. A cautious bird, taking off before other waders
when perceiving danger. Active during both day and night. Found solitarily or
in small flocks separate from other waders. Forages by stalking slowly on sandy
or muddy tidal flats, mangrove forests, and saline lakes, fishing out prey from
deep mud or water surface using its bill. Omnivorous; feeds predominantly
on crustaceans such as crabs, shrimps as well as mollusks and occasionally
insects.

Distribution and abundance:Vagrant, recorded once in Sistan basin in
October 1898.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Tringa erythropus

Spotted Redshank
ol oy 8B 163y (gl 5215

Morphological characteristics: 29-31 cm length and 61-67 cm wing-
span. In summer easily distinguished from other waders by sooty black
breedingplumage. Similarto Common Redshank T fofanus in winter plumage,
but distinguished by longer legs and bill. Sexes similar in winter but dissimilar
in breeding season (female slightly larger), with some seasonal variation. Male
breeding entirely blackish grey with small white spots on upperparts and
upper wing-coverts and long white wedge on back and rump, the latter highly
conspicuous in flight. Tail barred black and white. Also with white underparts,
red-based black bill, and reddish black legs. Female breeding resembles male
but more extensively marked white on flanks, belly, and under tail-coverts.
Non-breeding adult with pale grey upperparts, white underparts, whitish grey
supercilium, and red legs. Juvenile darker than non-breeding winter plumage,
showing dark brown upperparts spotted and fringed buff-white and close
black-brown bars on underparts.

Biological characteristics: Prefers inlets, sandy and muddy coastal areas,
saline wetlands, and also pools, saltpans, brackish water bodies, shallow
floodplains, muddy estuaries, freshwater lakes and wetlands, and irrigated rice
fields. Usually solitary or in small groups, but may form large flocks in favoured
habitat or on migration. Take-off rapid and agile; flight fast and straight with
shallow wing-beats alternated with gliding with feet trailing behind tail. Feeds
on crustaceans and worms by quiet wading in shallow water and probing with
head immersed, but sometimes runs after shrimps and small fish.
Distribution and abundance: A fairly common wintervisitor and passage
migrant in the south Caspian region, Persian Gulf coast, Sistan and Urumiyeh
basins, Khuzestan, and Fars. Occasionally on passage in wetlands elsewhere.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Common Redshank
s303Y s8N 1605 il G U585 S

Tringa totanus

Morphological characteristics: 27-29 cm length and 59-66 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized wader, distinguished from others by orange-red
legs. Sexes similar with some seasonal variation. Breeding adult shows grey
upperparts, head, and breast, closely marked with dark brown or black bars
and streaks all over. Tail barred black and white with a large triangular white
patch on back and rump. White band at rear of wing and white back and rump
obvious in flight. Bill reddish orange with dark tip; legs orange-red. Outside
breeding season, more uniform grey with fewer marks and streaks. Juvenile
like breeding adult but mantle brown with numerous buff specks along
feather-fringes creating a scaly look, and legs paler yellowish orange.
Biological characteristics: Prefers wet grasslands in flat or gently sloping
lowlands, muddy estuaries, lakes, wetlands, brackish or fresh water bodies,
sheltered bays, and sandy, muddy; or rocky coasts. In winter usually seen in
inlets, estuaries, and mudflats along inland lakes or on coast. A cautious bird,
but quite noisy when disturbed. On passage and in winter, forms small to large
flocks. Flight action strong, agile, and rather erratic with continuous wing-beats,
soaring, and tilting from side to side with legs trailing behind tail. Breeding
starts mid-April, singly or colonially; in damp grassland close to water. Nest a
shallow cup on ground lined with plant material and completely hidden in tuft
of grass. Usual clutch 4, occasionally 3 and rarely S, pear-shaped to oval eggs
with pale to creamy buff surface tinged with olive, marked with blackish brown
or reddish brown lines and spots, 45.3x31.6 mm in size. Eggs hatch after 23-24
days. Chicks precocial and nidifugous. Fledging period 25-35 days.
Distribution and abundance: A very common breeding bird in
wetlands of Urumiyeh basin in Azarbaijan, and a fairly common breeder in
suitable freshwater wetlands elsewhere in Azarbaijan, Kordestan, Hamedan,
Kermanshah, and central Fars. A common and widespread winter visitor in
wetlands throughout Iran, particularly common in the south Caspian region,
also along the southern coast from Khuzestan to Baluchestan, and in inland
Khorasan, Azarbaijan, Khuzestan, central Fars, and Sistan.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Tringa stagnatilis YU Sl

Marsh Sandpiper
(ol 5B 1635 o Sg> gt S

vl

Morphological characteristics: 19-21 cmlengthand 56-57 cmwing-span.
Arather small and slender sandpiper quite similar to Common Greenshank 7.
nebularia but distinguished by smaller size, straight needle-like bill, and white
face and forehead. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Breeding adult
with greyish brown upperparts marked with black spots and bars and white
underparts with some fine dark streaks on neck, breast, and flanks. Wings dark,
contrasting with large triangular white patch on back and rump, conspicuous
in flight. Also, has dark bill and olive-green legs. Outside breeding season,
upperparts grey with some fine dark streaks and underparts uniform white.
Juvenile resembles adult in winter plumage, but mantle, scapulars, and upper
wing-coverts browner, looking scaly due to buff feather-fringes.

Biological characteristics: Prefers open wetlands, swampy freshwater
ponds, estuaries, lagoons, irrigated rice fields, brackish or freshwater lakes,
saltpans, and tidal mudflats. Flight action recalls that of Wood Sandpiper T.
glareola. Rapid and agile on take-off, landing after short distance. Probes for
food in deep water. Feeds on invertebrates and particularly insects.
Distribution and abundance: A fairly common winter visitor to wetlands
of Khuzestan and locally along the south coast east to Pakistan border. A
common passage migrant in spring and autumn in wetlands throughout
Iran, especially in the south Caspian region, Azarbaijan, and Khuzestan.
Occasionally observed in summer in Urumiyeh basin and other wetlands in
western Iran, but without breeding,

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Tringa nebularia  jww b Slow!
Common Greenshank
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Morphological characteristics: 30-33 cm length and 68-70 cm wing-
span. A large sandpiper with long neck, greatly similar to Marsh Sandpiper
T. stagnatilis but distinguished by larger body, long slightly upward-tilted
bill, and long green legs. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation. Breeding
adult with grey upperparts with dark streaks and spots which are also seen
on head, breast, and flanks. Rest of underparts and rump white extending to
long wedge on back of body. Non-breeding adult paler and more uniform
grey above, spots and streaks below less noticeable. Juvenile resembles adult
in winter plumage but with browner upperparts which look striped due to
buff-brown margins of back feathers.

Biological characteristics: Prefers muddy tidal flats, estuaries, mangrove
swamps, saltpans, coral reefs, sandy coasts, freshwater lakes, flooded meadows,
salty wetlands, ponds, and brackish water bodies. Solitary or in small flocks,
only forms larger parties on migration. Flight action direct over long distances.
In flight, outstretched legs greatly exceed tail. Feeding involves walking and
running in shallow water. Feeds on invertebrates, particularly insects, and
occasionally small fish.

Distribution and abundance: A common winter visitor to the south
Caspian region, Khuzestan, central Fars, and the southern coast. Small numbers
occasionally winter at other wetlands in western and central Iran. A common
passage migrant in spring and autumn in wetlands throughout Tran. Small
numbers of non-breeders remain throughout summer in Urumiyeh basin in
Azarbaijan.

Conservation Status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Tringa ochropus g5 S|

Green Sandpiper
ol a5 163 ,8 «glg 5l 3 S 5

Morphological characteristics: 21-24 cm length and 57-61 cm wing-
span. A small to medium-sized bird greatly similar to Wood Sandpiper T.
glareola but distinguished by bulkier body, dark underwing, and distinct
boundarybetween dark breastand white belly. Sexes similarwithlittle seasonal
variation. Breeding adult with olive-black to brownish green upperparts,
marked with fine whitish buff spots. Head, neck, and breast striped greyish
brown which extends to flanks. In flight, blackish upper and under wings in
great contrast with white of underparts and rump. Also with rather long olive-
black bill, white tail marked with brownish black bars on tip and olive legs.
Adult bird with fewer spots on upperparts in winter and whiter face, foreneck,
and breast. Juvenile resembles adult, but spots on upperparts slightly larger
and flank not striped.

Biological characteristics: Prefers sheltered muddy shores of rivulets,
lakes, and fringe of small bodies of freshwater. Usually solitary or in small
parties, but usually shows secretive behaviour. Rear body wagged up and
down during feeding or when alarmed. Flight action fast with irregular wing-
beats. In flight, legs hardly exceed tail. Feeds on invertebrates by walking in
muddy or slushy margins, occasionally in shallow water.

Distribution and abundance: A common passage migrant and winter
visitor in wetlands almost throughout Iran. Small numbers of non-breeders
remain in Urumiyeh basin, the south Caspian region, and around Tehran in
summer,

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Tringa glareola  ,Ja\& Sulow]

Wood Sandpiper
Jdls 485360, wlgr JB3 S 5

Morphological characteristics: 19-21 cm length and 56-57 cm wing-
span. A rather small sandpiper, greatly similar to Green Sandpiper T. ochropus
but easily distinguished by smaller body, paler underwing and no clear border
between dark breast and white belly. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation.
Breeding adult with head, neck, and breast streaked, side of head with distinct
white supercilium emphasized by dark stripe through eye, and dark brown to
olive upperparts barred and spotted with white and buff marks. Also with rather
short blackish bill, yellow legs, and white rump and tail, the latter streaked black
and white on tip. Non-breeding adult with grey-brown plumage and fewer spots
andpatches onbreastand upperparts. Juvenile resembles adult inwinter plumage
but with browner upperparts and larger and more buff or brown spots.
Biological characteristics: Prefers moist or swampy fields, flooded
grasslands, and smallbodies of shallow freshwater like pools, reservoirs, channels,
and rice fields; also sometimes in shallow brackish estuaries and lagoons.
Gregarious, often found in parties of 20-30 birds and on migration seen in even
larger groups. Sometimes solitary or in small flocks. Flight action fast and agile
with quick wing-beats. A skillful swimmer. Wades through muddy or slushy
margins of shallow water bodies, feeding on invertebrates particularly insects.
Distribution and abundance: A very common and widespread passage
migrantin springand autumn in wetlands throughout Iran, and a fairly common
winter visitor to wetlands of Khuzestan. A few birds occasionally remain
throughout winter in the south Caspian region, Fars, Hormozgan, and Sistan-
Baluchestan; a few non-breeders occasionally remain throughout summer in
Urumiyeh basin in Azarbaijan, western provinces, and Khuzestan.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Scolopacidae
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Phalaropus lobatus

Erw PP o il
Red-necked Phalarope (Northern Phalarope)
Syl o Hlarnnnnr g9l 1063 )5 (09, (a0 (550,83 S

N

Morphological characteristics: 18-19 cm length and 32-41 cm wing-
span. A small phalarope with slender body and thin sharp and rather long
needle-like black bill. Sexes slightly dissimilar in breeding plumage (female
darker and more brightly coloured) with marked seasonal variation; sexes
similar in winter. Breeding adult with brown to bluish grey upperpartslooking
striped or scaly due to buff feather-fringes. Crown, cheek, nape, and side of
breast brown to sooty-grey, throat white with dark reddish orange patches on
sides and foreneck. Underparts white with grey spots on flanks and under tail-
coverts. In winter, upperparts ash-grey with white streaking, looking scaly due
to light feather-fringes. Forehead and side ofhead contrastingly marked, white
with black stripe from just before and below eye extending to ear-coverts.
Juvenile like breeding adult but upperparts dark brown with narrow buff to
white feather-fringes, side of neck and breast buff, and underparts white.
Biological characteristics: Prefers large freshwater lakes, small pools,
offshore islands or other small islets in large rivers and brooks. Gregarious
outside breeding season, seen in large flocks at sea. Flight fast and agile over
long distance with rather slow wing-beats, similar to that of small sandpipers,
but flight over short distances often erratic and nervous, with sudden jumps
and short flutters. Usually swims with fast strokes rotating water by moving
legs. Aquatic feeding actions include characteristic spinning and pecking on
one spot. Preys on benthic invertebrates moved to surface through movement
of water. Sometimes, feeds by wading or running in shallow water or chasing
flying insects over short distance.

Distribution and abundance: A very common and locally abundant
passage migrant in spring and autumn at wetlands throughout Iran, most
numerous in the south Caspian region and central Fars. Large numbers winter
at sea in Strait of Hormoz. Also some records available from Khuzestan and
Sistan-Baluchestan in winter.

Conservational status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Phalaropus fulicarius
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Red Phalarope (Grey Phalarope)
(o (g9l> 3635 w9y VB (G50 81 S o5

Morphological characteristics: 20-22 cm length and 40-44 cm wing-span.
Greatly similar to Red-necked Phalarope P lobatus in winter, but shows slightly
bulkier body and shorter and thicker yellow-based bill. Sexes slightly dissimilar
in breeding plumage (female darker and more brightly coloured) with marked
seasonal variation; sexes similar in winter. Breeding female shows black cap,
broad white eye-patch, and dark upperparts looking scaly due to buff feather-
fringes. Neck and underparts wholly dark chestnut-red. In flight, rather narrow
white wing-bar and black forewing noticeable. Also shows dark-tipped yellow
bill and dark legs with yellow flat lobes at both sides of toes. Breeding male like
female but cap streaked buff, white eye-patch less sharply defined, and neck to
underparts orange-buff rather than chestnut-red, with white patches on breast. In
winter, upperparts uniform ash-grey, underparts and neck white, face white with
dark patch behind eye, and crown white with dark borders. Bill dark with yellow
base. Juvenile has streaked dark brown head and upperparts looking scaly due to
narrow bufffeather-fringes. Also with buffneck and breast and white underparts.
Biological characteristics: Usually prefers seas and offshore coasts; only
rarely seen on inland waters, mainly during unfavorable weather conditions like
heavy storms. Highly gregarious in winter, but birds observed in Iran are solitary
or in small groups. In general, flight stronger, slower, and less erratic than that of
Red-necked Phalarope, resembling larger waders like Sanderling Calidris alba.
On migration, largely restricted to coastal waters, less inclined to occur on inland
wetlands than Red-necked Phalarope. Feeds mostly by swimming, with prey
pecked from surface or while submersing head in water, but occasionally feeds
by walking in shallow water or chases flying insects over short distances. Mostly
feeds on invertebrates, but occasionally on plant material, especially seeds.
Distribution and abundance: A rare passage migrant in the south Caspian
region in autumn once in Agh Gol wetland (Hamedan) in autumn and
occasionally in offshore Persian Gulfin spring.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Catharacta antarctica/maccormicki &S B3Y d‘giwi

Brown/South Polar Skua
2995 (g9 16355 ( usS ogilddl S 92922 S

Morphological characteristics: 53-58 cm length and 132-140 cm wing-
span. A large and bulky dark gull-like bird with broad wings, bold white flash on
base of primaries, strong bill with hook at tip, and rather short rounded tail. Sexes
similar with no seasonal variation. Two species may occur in Iran, both from
southern oceans and both migrating north over Indian Ocean in non-breeding
season. Adult Brown Skua C. antarctica dark brown all over, with rufous to off-
white streak on centre of each feather of mantle, scapulars, upper wing-coverts,
and flanks, large white patch on base of primaries, and black bill and legs; adult
South Polar Skua C. maccormicki smaller, with relatively shorter and more slender
bill, shorter legs, and smaller white patch at primary-base; plumage far more
uniform dull grey, sometimes with nape and neck bleached to almost grey-white.
Juveniles like adult, but juvenile Brown Skua with less regular rufous streaking on
upperparts; juvenile South Polar Skua with feather-tips gradually wearing to pale
grey, especially on neck and underparts, flanks appearing barred with pale and
dark grey:

Biological characteristics: A true sea-bird, rarely venturing inland, in Iran
mostly seen on offshore waters, visiting land only to breed on grassy turf or bare
soil on coasts and islands. Solitary outside breeding season, but attracted to flocks
of feeding sea-birds, several birds may join such parties. More active in strong
wind with quick and powerful wing-beats and lateral changes in body angle.
Feeds mostly on fish, showing strong rapid maneuvers while fishing; also feeds
by scavenging and kleptoparasitism.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant to Persian Gulf, with singles
occasionally seen in Bushehr and Hormozgan, mostly nearislands.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.




Stercorarius pomarinus
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Pomarine Skua
ool SIS (g 163,85 (S ogldsl 3o gd b1 S S

Morphological characteristics: 46-51 cm length and 125-138 cm wing-
span. A fairly large skua with strong bill, thick head, and fairly long tail, central
tail-feathers elongated and broad with blunt tip and twisted around axis. Sexes
almost similar with marked seasonal variation. Shows a diversity of dark to pale
morphs, pale morph more common. Breeding adult in pale morph has black-
brown nape, lore, and cap down to below eye. Upperparts, upper wing-coverts,
and rump dark slate-grey, neck and underparts white, shading to dark grey on
rear of flanks and under tail-coverts; a buff collar visible on throat and nape.
Dark morphis grey-brown above and brown below with narrow pale bars. Adult
non-breeding in pale morph generally paler except for dark spots on upper- and
underwing; nape, lower face, and throat streaked, and tail with black-and-white
bars. Seasonal variation not considerable in dark morph. Juvenile lacks elongated
central tail-feathers and has dark and buff spots on head and body and is densely
barred buff on belly.

Biological characteristics: Prefers open seas and oceans, rarely seen on
inland waters. Outside breeding season concentrates in (sub)tropical seas where
cold and warm water mix and provide high concentration of food, attracting
flocks of sea-birds. Gregarious on migration; in spring, flocks sometimes fairly
large, but in late summer and autumn more solitary or in small flocks. Flight with
strong wing-beats; when hunting actively, combines great speed and agility with
somersaults, dives, and other maneuvers. Feeds chiefly on fish, obtained mainly
by food-piracy but also directly from sea or by scavenging,

Distribution and abundance: A regular passage migrant and winter visitor
off the Makran coast, with some non-breeders probably remaining in these areas
throughout summer. Also a very scarce passage migrant in the south Caspian
region and Urumiyeh Lake.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Order: Charadriiformes
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Stercorarius parasiticus
Arctic Skua
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Morphological characteristics: 41-46 cm length and 110-125 cm wing-
span. A medium-sized skua with two elongated central tail-feathers in summer,
resembling Pomarine Skua S. pomarinus but elongated tail-feathers not twisted.
Sexes similar with marked seasonal variation. Breeding adults show three
morphs, with the pale morph more common. Breeding adult in pale morph, with
blackish cap and lore, ear-coverts and sides of neck with glossy yellow feather-tips,
wholly slate-brown upperparts, rump, belly, under wing-coverts, and lower head;
nape and rest of underparts white. Breeding adult in intermediate morph, like
pale morph but rather darker above, belly and flanks dark with dark slate-brown
breast-band. Breeding adult in dark morph, entirely uniform dark brown except
for blackish cap and yellow feather-tips to side of head. Non-breeding plumage
very similar to breeding plumage in pale and intermediate morphs, but with white
and yellow tips to fresh feathers, making other partslook pale, and rump and belly
with black-brown and white bars. Juvenile shows different colours; generally
yellowish brown, barred brown especially on underparts, bill blue-grey with dark
tip, legs also blue-grey, and toes black at tip.

Biological characteristics: A sea-bird, rarely seen on coastal or inland waters,
except during breeding season. Flight fluid and lithe, slow and straight with curved
wings, often low above water, as if hiding between waves in search for potential
prey. Chasing flight impressive, with marked bursts of acceleration, graceful
aerobatics, somersaults, and rapid turns. Gait rather waddling and duckelike, in
walk or run, with head held upwards and tail reaching ground. Feeds mainly on
fish, obtained mainly by food-piracy but also directly from sea or by scavenging,
Distribution and abundance: A regular passage migrant and winter visitor
to Persian Gulf and off the Mekran coast, with some non-breeders probably
remaining throughout summer. Scarce on migration in the south Caspian
region.

C%)lnservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Long-tailed Skua
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Morphological characteristics: 48-53 cm length (including elongated
tail-feathers) and 105-117 cm wing-span. The smallest skua, with slim body,
short bill, and two elongated central tail-feathers extending 14-25 cm beyond
other tail-feathers. Sexes similar with some seasonal variation. Breeding adult
has yellow cheek, white neck, and sooty-black crown, upperparts, and lore.
Upper wing-coverts and flight-feathers dark, with white base to first two tail-
feathers visible at close range. Underparts white with varying amount of grey
on flanks and lower belly to under tail-coverts. Legs blue-grey and bill short,
narrow, and dark-coloured. Non-breeding adult has wing as in breeding, but
feathers pale due to wear, also with dark streaks on throat, flanks, and undertail,
broader bars on breast, and elongated tail-feathers absent or growing. Juvenile
with dark grey-brown upperparts streaked light grey, underparts lighter with
white underwing patches. Wedge-tailed, with black-and-white bars on rump.
Biological characteristics: A sea-bird, rarely seen on inland waters. Flight
resembling terns Sterna. Hovers freely and pecks food from water surface.
Gait fairly similar to Arctic Skua S. parasiticus. On breeding sites, feeds on
lemmings, voles, insects, and berries, but in rest of year mainly on fish. Less
prone to food-piracy and scavenging than other skuas, food more often taken
directly from sea.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant to the south Caspian region.
Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Family: Laridae

o055 0513

Order: Charadriiformes

oSl MO Ve llly (53,28 5 o Sl Y B YA oy Jsbo 05016 (oS3
dix Ay 4y Jg cunl € 6390 (oY 4y dund (60435 U g din baogio U S oS oK .l
555 s salate o ol S5 lrogss joyd 5 S il e g i)l gl g SasS
3yl (bl yw (gygldngn 93 10 Wb b3y sy b i pois Sl gl g JSeion o0lo
Lo oyl 9 YU > S IV S50 &S0 95 b g a8l olel (3,5 5l U ol ol &S
2 a8 Conl Mt 45§ SlowiBy plw g (e (8 S B Ao ¢ 6 S B Ay Dgu 0 019
s o5 5 dally s Ll o o €l 253 s S8T L5 3
203 (o) 851455 9 1l)S oo (slogrd 4 Ay 0)93 cul J ) 3 20> 508 35 sl
oo At e 90 ddls )l (6 S 4y bilo (gloged 13,5 5 o LU 5 5 D9 o000
gl 03 (glogad g, (i 9 50 0233 (abuus 4SU like g Lyt (32 Aliold 3 g o
laly g0 jud e oy o L5 4y )l dolly (g9 5 439 (sl sy (359 il by &
utbl:.w ‘_Js Canl AJLL.w:) gy yd LQ‘)JL A pgd JL»; » CJL:L: 83y iy 0y 32 t_i.!)).uu)
Gl 035 ke 53,05 jaw j3 (63508
oS olyis a1y Gla e sloro 5 laols Sl (ol bl 1 5 (Sl 329
g g0 043D &))J 9 &9{ ladains 2 JL» Js]a P9 Cnl ‘;Cla.ol LS‘DJJ),‘{ .!.u)fu.c).:
g 03l gy 4y oo e Sl (ol L )l s SlagdiJl b o 053 (53150
Sud i1y o Alud colymul 4 T (g9, Ay )l s 4 Sl bl ] e 39,8
Slais 4 kols S Glbl jy g i8S o w0l (e p g Glwpcow pisred deadls
D31y oo Wl

Ol (B3 g 3 (S S w1 FNglyE 9 LS T
D9 o0 0493 (gl 9 (s

(NT) a5 4 Sodp By s iCblis Condyg

3)b 1y o Coles By Cunygd 1 35 ol ol

ol glas 5 gyl

Larus leucophthalmus — dubww g 25

White-eyed Gull
gy (90 Nelo 36355 (s 55 sz S

Morphological characteristics: 39-43 cm length and 100-115 cm
wing-span. A medium-sized gull fairly similar to Sooty Gull L. hemprichii,
but distinguished by smaller size, more slender body, and longer and thinner
red bill with drooping black tip. Sexes similar with little seasonal variation.
Breeding adult with black head and throat, broken white eye-ring, dark grey
upperparts, and light grey breast-band and flanks. Rest of underparts white,
clearly contrasting with dark surface of underwing. Rump, tail, and rear
margin of wing white, and legs pale yellow. Non-breeding adult like breeding
but with upperparts turning brown and black of head and throat streaked and
mottled white. Juvenile with greyish brown head and neck, broken white eye-
ring, black patch in front of eye, and dark brown upperparts and upper wing-
coverts looking scaly due to pale feather-fringes; bill dark, and leg pale green.
In 27 winter very similar to adult non-breeding but with less black on head
and darker bill.

Biological characteristics: Prefers coasts, harbours, and coral reef.
Gregarious, nesting in dispersed colonies and occurring in small or large
flocks outside breeding season. Flight easy and fast, with loose wing-beats;
takes off and lands with agility. Perches freely on rocks and coral banks, as well
as human artifacts, but no tendency to roost on water surface. Feeds mainly
on fish at sea, less prone to feed on rubbish in harbours, but some benthic prey
taken on mudflats at low tide.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant, seen in eastern Baluchestan.
Conservation status: Globally has been listed as Near Threatened (NT)
in JTUCN red list. Also concerned as protected species in Iran and is of
conservation values.




Larus hemprichii 539> 2B
Sooty Gull (Hemprich's Gull)
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Morphological characteristics: 42-45 cm length and 105-118 cm
wing-span. A medium-sized dark gull, rather similar to White-eyed Gull L.
leucophthalmus, but distinguished by larger size, relatively broader and shorter
wings, lack of broken white eye-ring, less white on neck, darker and browner
upperparts, and straight thick green bill. Sexes similar with little seasonal
variation. Breeding adult distinguished by sooty-brown head, neck, and throat,
dark grey-brown upperparts, and grey breast. Small white spot above eye, large
white patch on side of neck extending narrowly to upper hindneck. In flight,
dark brown underwing contrasts with white of underparts. Rump, tail, and
rear margin of wing white, legs yellow; and bill long, thick, and greenish with a
black band near its red tip. Non-breeding adult with paler brown head, spotted
white; semi-collar on nape greyer and less distinct. Juvenile with lighter brown
upperparts, looking scaly due to buff-white feather-fringes; tail with broad
brown terminal band, conspicuous in flight. Also has dark-tipped greyish blue
billand olive to blue-grey legs.

Biological characteristics: A coastal bird, mostly seen along sandy or
stony coasts and in harbours and coastal settlements; never observed inland.
Gregarious. Usually seen flying around ships and fishing boats to feed on offal.
Roosts on waterfronts, cliffs, and sandy beaches. Omnivorous; obtains food
by scavenging along coasts, above inshore waters and on exposed mudflats.
Distribution and abundance: Acommon non-breeding visitor to Persian
Gulf coast, Strait of Hormoz, and coast of Baluchestan throughout the year.
Conservation status: Listed in protected species of Iran and is of
conservation values.
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Family: Laridae

o055 0513LA

Order: Charadriiformes
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Larus canus

Morphological characteristics: 40-42 cm length and 110-130 cm
wing-span. A medium-sized gull with round head and small and slender all-
yellow bill. Sexes similar (male slightly larger) with little seasonal variation.
Breeding adult wholly white with fairly light blue-grey upperparts, wing-tip
black with white patches, conspicuous in flight. Legs greenish yellow. Non-
breeding adult with grey streaks on cap, neck, and breast, and darker bill with
black band near tip. Juvenile distinguished from adult by heavy grey-brown
streaking on head, neck, breast, and flanks, and brown upperparts with buft
feather-fringes, appearing scaly; bill pink-flesh with black tip, legs also pink-
flesh. In flight, rump to tail white, tail with broad black terminal band; flight-
feathers black, forewing grey-brown with buff scaling, both contrasting with
grey greater upper wing-coverts. In 1* winter, body as adult winter, but wing
and tail still as in juvenile, in nd year much like adult.

Biological characteristics: Prefers coasts of seas and estuaries, but more
than many other gulls also found inland at lakes, wetlands, rivers, or well-away
from water in meadows and farmland. Flight steady, with rows of wing-beats
alternated by glides, but in strong wind wing-beats noticeably deep with
fairly narrow wings sharply angled. Walks and swims well. Chiefly feeds on
terrestrial invertebrates, especially earthworms, sometimes obtained by food-
piracy on waders, but also on insects pecked from plants or in air, and on fish
obtained by direct predation or scavenging.

Distribution and abundance: A common winter visitor to the south
Caspian coast, with numbers fluctuating widely from year to year depending
on the severity of winter. Also a regular winter visitor in small numbers to
Khuzestan and a scarce winter visitor farther south along Persian Gulf coast to
Strait of Hormoz. Occasionally recorded in winter in Azarbaijan, Tehran area,
Markazi, Esfahan, and central Fars.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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Great Black-backed Gull
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Morphological characteristics: 64-78 cm length and 150-165 cm wing-
span. The largest gull with large head, thick neck, stout bill, and long and broad
wings, greatly similar to Lesser Black-backed Gull L. fuscus, but distinguished
by broad white rear border to wings, more white on wing-tips, larger size, and
dull pink legs. Sexes similar (male slightly larger) with little seasonal variation.
Breeding adult easily distinguished by blackish upperparts and wings and
white head, rump, tail, and underparts. Also has yellow bill with red patch near
the tip of lower mandible. Non-breeding adult with pale brown streaks on
head and blacker wings and upperparts. Juvenile has pale brown upperparts
and upper wing-coverts, marked with bold light yellow and black bars and
spots, dark streaks on head, black bill, brown arcs or spotting on underparts,
and narrow dark bars on tail-tip.

Biological characteristics: A sea-bird, often seen resting along coasts, in
harbours, and on islets and estuaries, but often moves to offshore zones to
feed. Compared with Lesser Black-backed, flight slower with stronger wing-
beats. Swims well. An eager hunter, mainly feeds on fish, carrion, chicks, and
prey of other birds especially sea ducks and cormorants.

Distribution and abundance: A vagrant along the south Caspian coasts
and northern Persian Gulf.

Conservation status: This bird is not listed in the global or national
protected species.
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